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This module traces key events, themes and ideas which have shaped the history of the United States, from the colonial era up to the present day. In particular, we shall consider different (and sometimes divisive) ways which Americans have conceptualised themselves and their nation within this long period: from the ideals of Puritans and the Founding Fathers through to the ideologies of industrialists and imperialists in the 19th century; from the competing views of slaves and slaveholders through to the long campaign for African American Civil Rights; from the culture of Native Americans to the ‘new’ immigrants of the 20th century; from settlers and frontiersmen to the denizens of the metropolis; from Abigail Adams’ call to “remember the ladies” through to second-wave feminism of the 1960s and 1970s. In the process, the intention is to situate contemporary American culture and society within a broad historical perspective – both in terms of the ongoing influence of American ‘foundation myths’ and debates about the US Constitution, but also the enduring importance of issues pertaining to class, race, ethnicity, sex and gender. 
	Please note: while the module’s thematic and chronological coverage is broad, students should remain conscious that it remains (like any attempt to narrativise history) selective. Certain themes and topics are thus emphasised and deemphasised in accordance with the module convenor’s expertise and intellectual preoccupations. One specific implication of this is a predilection towards cultural history.


LECTURES, READING AND PREPARATION
Necessarily, its brief ten-week duration means the module cannot be comprehensive or exhaustive. Rather, the module seeks: a) to provide a general overview of US history; and b) to examine in depth particular issues within its broad thematic and chronological coverage. The structure of the module thus divides between:
	
1) Plenary sessions summarising outstanding events and key individuals and important ideas/concepts related to that week’s broad theme (e.g. the American Revolution and founding the Republic, or the history of the Civil Rights movement). These are led primarily by the lecturer.
2) ‘In focus’ sessions where students scrutinise primary sources pertaining to a more particularised topic (e.g. New Deal art and photography, or slave memoirs). These prioritise group-work and students’ inpit

Readings will be assigned for ‘in focus’ sessions. As such, commpletion of assigned readings and/or other such preparation is required in advance of lectures in order for class/group discussions to function. These readings will be made available via Moodle. Furthermore, assessment for the module – consisting of two 2500-word essays – is designed to encourage to demonstration of understanding of specific primary sources (and particular themes and concepts), as opposed generalised understandings of chronological events. Additional recommended readings will also be suggested to students.

Background readings
The UWTSD Lampeter campus library is well-stocked with books on US history. Specialist texts for each week’s topics should be easily locatable in the library or external locations. An impressionistic topic-by-topic list is included from page 33 of this document. In addition, below is a list of books which are recommended for general reference throughout the module:

Baym, Nina, ed. The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vols. I & II (New York: WW Norton, 1998).
Bradbury, Malcolm, and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998).*
Brogan, Hugh. The Penguin History of the United States of America (London: Penguin, 1986).
Campbell, Neil, and Alasdair Kean. American Cultural Studies: An Introduction to American Culture (New York: Routledge, 1997).
Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014).*
Foner, Eric, ed. The New American History (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1997).
Tindall, George B, and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010).*
Zinn, Howard. A People's History of the United States: From 1492 to the Present (London: Longman, 1996).

* Denotes that multiple copies are available in the Lampeter campus library. Chapters from these books are recommended as background reading for each week of the module, and can be regarded as general textbooks for the module.
  
As a supplement to the above, students are encouraged to use titles in the DC Heath Major Problems in American History series. These books contain useful primary documents and introductory essays on specific topics. The complete collection held in the UWTSD Lampeter library is as follows:

Major Problems in American History since 1945: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in American Women's History: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in American Colonial History: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in American Urban History: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in American Constitutional History: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in the History of American Workers: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in the History of the American West: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in the History of the Vietnam War: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in the Era of the American Revolution, 1760–1791: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in the Early Republic, 1787–1848: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in American Indian History: Documents and Essays
Major Problems in American Foreign Relations: Documents and Essays, Vol. 1 – To 1920.
Major Problems in American Foreign Policy: Documents and Essays, Vol. 2 – Since 1914.
Major Problems in the History of the American South: Documents and Essays, Vols. 1 & 2
Major Problems in the Civil War and Reconstruction: Documents and Essays

Students should also make use of electronic reference collections available via the UWTSD library. The Oxford Reference collection (http://www.oxfordreference.com/) is the most extensive and authoritative of these, and it (i.e. not Wikipedia!) should be used as first port-of-call for general terminological or biographical queries regarding US history, politics, culture, law and literature. Relevant titles include:

The Oxford Companion to United States History (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195082098.001.0001/acref-9780195082098?rskey=lzZcip&result=25)
The Oxford Companion to American Literature (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195065480.001.0001/acref-9780195065480?rskey=7jJPrC&result=11)
The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195156539.001.0001/acref-9780195156539?rskey=7jJPrC&result=30)
The Oxford Guide to the United States Government (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195142730.001.0001/acref-9780195142730?rskey=rXH8oi&result=44)
The Oxford Companion to American Law (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195088786.001.0001/acref-9780195088786?rskey=NraMMQ&result=7)
The Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United States (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195176612.001.0001/acref-9780195176612?rskey=NraMMQ&result=9)
The Oxford Guide to United States Supreme Court Decisions (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195379396.001.0001/acref-9780195379396?rskey=NraMMQ&result=10)
Encyclopedia of the Enlightenment (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195104301.001.0001/acref-9780195104301)
The Oxford Dictionary of American Art and Artists (http://www.oxfordreference.com/browse?avail_0=lib&btog=book&pageSize=100&sort=titlesort&t1=ORO%3AAHU00001ORO)
The Concise Oxford Companion to African American Literature (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195138832.001.0001/acref-9780195138832?rskey=7jJPrC&result=1)
The Oxford Companion to Women’s Writing in the United States (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195066081.001.0001/acref-9780195066081?rskey=7jJPrC&result=28)
The Oxford Companion to American Military History (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195071986.001.0001/acref-9780195071986?rskey=lzZcip&result=13)
The Oxford Essential Dictionary of the US Military (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199891580.001.0001/acref-9780199891580?rskey=lzZcip&result=32)

MODULE AIMS
· To familiarise students with key events, themes and ideas which have shaped the history of the United States, from the colonial era up to the present day;
· To give students a broad general knowledge of American history which they can apply to understanding contemporary US politics, society and culture;
· To give students with in-depth understanding of specific events, themes and ideas and their importance in American history;
· To demonstrate the importance of art and popular culture, just as much as (capital ‘p’) politics, in American history; 
· To equip students with the ability to discuss, interpret and critically analyse primary sources in depth – both in written work and orally during lectures/workshops;
· To equip students with an understanding of the contestability of narratives about American history, and their different meaning to various demographic groups.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the module, students should be familiar with the following:
· Various ‘Foundation Myths’ of American history (particularly those associated with Puritan settlement in New England);
· The key principles behind the American Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution;
· The importance of different conceptions of democracy and the notion of “manifest destiny,” and their application  to territorial and imperial expansion;
· The significance of slavery and its long-term impacts in American history;
· The significance of the Western frontier in American history;
· The significance of the city in American history;
· The significance of feminism in American history.

In addition, students should appreciate:
a) How all of the above have persistent, ongoing legacies in contemporary US politics, society and culture;
b) How all of the above have myriad contested meaning(s) that have been (and are) interpreted differently by various demographic groups.



ASSESSMENT
Assessment for the module consists of two items of coursework (i.e. there is no examination). Each assessment is a 2500-word essay – one on a topic covered in the first five weeks of the module, and the other on a topic covered in the second five weeks. Students have a list of eight questions to choose from for each essay: for essay one, there are eight questions on topics from (roughly) the 17th century to the end of the 19th century, and for essay two eight questions on 20th/21st-century themes. 
The majority of questions mention or allude to specific texts (books, speeches, poems, etc.). This is to encourage attentiveness to primary sources: specificity is thus expected when writing essays. Accordingly, even when electing to answer on a question where a specific text is mentioned by name, students should remain conscious of the need to refer to relevant primary source.
At the same time, students should bear in mind the importance of consulting and interpreting relevant historiography and secondary scholarship in order to situate and contextualise their analyses of primary sources. A full list of questions included below.

ASSSESSMENT QUESTIONS
ESSAY ONE (c. 17th Century to 19th Century, Weeks 1-5)
2500 words, due in Friday November 24, 11.59pm (Week 8)

Choose one of the below questions. Answer with reference to relevant primary sources and secondary scholarship.

1. To what extent did John Winthrop’s vision of “a city upon a hill” influence the organisation of pre-revolutionary society in New England? 
2. What insights does J Hector St John de Crèvecœur’s letter ‘What is an American?’ provide about the social and political attitudes which led to the formation of an independent United States?
3. What did James Madison mean when he warned against the “mischief of faction,” and how did the design of the US Constitution attempt to mitigate such ‘mischief’? 
4. What did Alexander Hamilton mean when he warned against the “imprudence of democracy,” and how did his views on democracy and government differ from those of Thomas Jefferson? 
5. How did John L O’Sullivan define “manifest destiny,” and in what ways was the concept used to justify US territorial expansion in the 19th century? 
6. What did Frederick Douglass define as the distinguishing characteristics of freedom, and how did his writings critique slavery by comparison? 
7. Was the Declaration of the Seneca Falls Convention a critique or endorsement of the US Declaration of Independence?
8. To what extent did Abraham Lincoln’s views on slavery change in the period between his debates with Stephen A Douglas in 1858 and his proposing of the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution (1865)?

[bookmark: _GoBack]ESSAY TWO (c. 20th century to present, Weeks 6–11)
2500 words, due in Friday January 12, 11.59pm 

Choose one of the below questions. Answer with reference to relevant primary sources and secondary scholarship.

1. To what extent did the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition confirm the account of American history outlined in Frederick Jackson’s Frontier Thesis? 
2. Did domestic policies adopted during either World War One or World War Two match the rhetorical justifications forwarded for the United States entering these conflicts?
3. Did immigrant literature of the 1900s–1930s endorse or challenge the sentiments espoused in Emma Lazarus’s poem ‘The New Colossus’ (1883)?
4. Did the ‘American Scene’ depicted by federally-sponsored artists conform to or challenge prevailing myths and stereotypes about the United States?
5. To what extent did Martin Luther King’s views on Civil Rights change in the period between his ‘I Have a Dream’ (1963) and ‘Beyond Vietnam’ (1967) speeches? 
6. What was “the problem with no name” identified by Betty Friedan in The Feminine Mystique (1963), and how did this inform her critique of mid-20th-century American society? 
7. To what extent did Ronald Reagan’s presidency (1981–1989) fulfil the sentiments endorsed in his 1964 ‘A Time for Choosing’ speech? 
8. What did Pat Buchanan’s 1992 speech to the Republican Party convention identity as the key features of the ‘Culture Wars,’ and to what extent have these features influenced US politics in subsequent decades?

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Coursework will be graded in accordance with the criteria adopted by the Faculty of Humanities and Performing Arts. These are spelled out below.

	Inclusion of source/primary material (S)
	The work makes reference to a range source/primary materials relevant to the piece of work.

	Inclusion of modern scholarship (MS)
	The work demonstrates awareness of appropriate scholarly developments over time and inclusion of up to date material, and takes into account interdisciplinary, theoretical or methodological concerns.

	Critical Engagement with source/primary material (CE1)
	The work demonstrates critical in-depth discussion of a range of relevant sources and material; is fully aware of the nature of the evidence available; takes into account the original text/objects, where appropriate critically discusses scholarship on the relevant primary material(s).

	Critical Engagement with Scholarship (CE2)
	The work demonstrates a consistently critical attitude to scholarship; provides an engaged and informed discussion of relevant debates and schools of thought; demonstrates clear and relevant engagement with theoretical approaches and models; provides (a) statement(s) of own position in relation to scholarship.

	Argument (Argue)
	The work presents a clear and coherent argument/inquiry that is developed on the basis of critical examination of the evidence and that takes into account modern scholarship.

	Structure (Struc)
	The work has a clear, coherent and appropriate structure which contextualises, supports and demonstrates its argument

	Relevance (Rel)
	The work clearly and specifically relates throughout to the question attempted or the title of the work, and there are no unjustified digressions and no inclusion of irrelevant or tangential material.

	Analytical Approach (AA)
	The work has a well thought out and justified analytical approach consistently applied throughout, taking into account the relevant scholarly approaches and evidence. The whole of the work represents an in depth evaluation of the issues and material under discussion.

	Referencing (Ref)
	There is inclusion of consistent referencing at all relevant points throughout the work. The use of footnotes is supported by automatic footnotes in Microsoft Word (or relevant word processing program).

	Readability, Coherence, and Written Style (RCWS)
	The work achieves excellent clarity allowing the reader to focus on content; achieves stylistic excellence; there are no proof reading errors; achieves a tone appropriate for the type of communication.

	Adherence to guidelines (AG)
	The work adheres to: the subject referencing guidelines; the word limit and publication of word count; the individual module guidance on spacing e.g. margin font type spacing.




WEEK-BY-WEEK GUIDE
Weekly teaching schedule
Lectures
WEEK 1 – Origin Narratives: From Columbus to the Puritans
WEEK 2 – Forging a New Republic: From Colony to Constitution
WEEK 3 – Virtuous Expansion: From Jeffersonian Democracy to Manifest Destiny
WEEK 4 – A House Divided: From Compromise to Civil War
WEEK 5 – Reconstructing a Nation: From Civil War to Empire
WEEK 6 – READING WEEK
WEEK 7 – The New Urban Americans: From the White City to the 'Shame of the Nation’
WEEK 8 – World Wars, New Deals: From Progressivism to Depression
WEEK 9 – Civil Rights: From Plessy to King 
WEEK 10 – Cold Warriors: From McCarthy to Reagan
WEEK 11 – Culture Wars: From Reagan to Trump
‘In Focus’ Sessions
WEEK 1 – Visions of a New England
WEEK 2 – What is an American?
WEEK 3 – Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian views of Republic and Democracy
WEEK 4 – ‘Other’ Americans
WEEK 5 – Narratives of Slavery and Freedom 
WEEK 6 – READING WEEK
WEEK 7 – The Frontier Thesis
WEEK 8 – Representing the Immigrant City
WEEK 9 – Washington versus Du Bois
WEEK 10 – Second Wave Feminism
WEEK 11 – The Great Communicator

Weekly reading schedule
Please note: the assigned readings listed below are provisional, and may be amended once the module is in session. It is intended that required readings will be made available via Moodle. Lecture readings refer to important primary sources that will be discussed during teaching sessions, plus chapters in recommended general texts. There is a great deal of overlap between such recommended readings, so it makes sense to choose one book to consult rather than all those listed. Relevant material is also easily-accessible via the Major Problems books and The Norton Anthology of American Literature.



WEEK 1 (week beginning October 2)
Origin Narratives: From Columbus to the Puritans
In Focus: 
Visions of a New England

This week establishes some of the key ‘foundation myths’ of American society. In particular, we concentrate on the ‘discovery’ and conquest of the Americas by the Spanish Empire, plus the founding of English settler societies in New England and Virginia. In particular, the lecture and ‘in focus’ sessions will introduce students to some of the key concepts and events associated with the settlement of English-speaking colonies of what became the United States of America. We shall examine how emigrants conceptualised their voyage to the ‘New World’ and the type of society they believed they were forging in New England. These are juxtaposed against Native American origin stories.

1. Reading and preparation:
Required lecture reading:
· ‘The Creation of the Whites’ story – Yuchi and Hitchiti versions
· Chronology and maps
· William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation extracts
· John Winthrop, ‘A Model of Christian Charity’
Recommended lecture reading:
· Thomas Harriot, A Brief and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia (1588)
Recommended background reading:
Below is a list of relevant chapters from books. Numerous copies are available in the UWTSD Lampeter library. Note: while doing so will help illuminate and contextualise their understanding of the themes and content of the lecture and workshop, it is not expected that students will complete all of the below reading. Likewise, there is crossover between the content of the recommended reading so students may choose to limit their preparation to one of the above texts. This applies for all subsequent weeks.
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 1–5
· Malcolm Bradbury, and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), , chapters 1–3
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014) , chapters 1–4

2. Background information
Below are some pertinent details relating to each of this week’s readings.
Thomas Harriot, A Brief and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia, originally published 1588 
A Brief and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia is a pamphlet which recounts a 585 voyage to Roanoke in the English settlement of Virginia by Thomas Harriot (1560-1621), an Oxford-trained naturalist and mathematician. Harriot was a member of the second expedition to Roanoke, which had been landed at by Sir Walter Raleigh the previous year. A Brief and True Report documented the flora, faunae and topography of Virginia, as well as the peoples who inhabited the area, and was illustrated with images by John White (these are also included in the version available on Moodle).
	For further information, consult the Heath Anthology website biography of Harriot: http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/colonial/harriot_th.html.

William Bradford, extracts from Of Plymouth Plantation, originally written 1630
Of Plymouth Plantation is the journal of William Bradford, the leader of the Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts. Written between 1630 and 1651, the journal describes the story of the ‘Pilgrim Fathers’ from 1608 until 1647. Most notably, it includes an account of the Pilgrims transatlantic journey aboard the Mayflower, and their impressions of ‘New World’ society upon their arrival in North America. It also contains documentation of the so-called Mayflower Compact. Pay particular attention to the sections headed ‘The Separatist Interpretation of the Reformation,’ (pages 166–167) and ‘The Remainder of Anno 1620’ (pp. 169–172) in the document available on Moodle.
	For further information, consult the Heath Anthology website biography of Bradford http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/colonial/bradford_wi.html.
 
John Winthrop, ‘A Model of Christian Charity,’ delivered 1630
‘A Model of Christian Charity’ was a sermon delivered aboard the sailing ship Arbella during its voyage to the New World in 1630. Its author, John Winthrop, was the first Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, which was the second major settlement in New England (following the Plymouth Colony, established 1620). Granted a Royal Charter by King Charles I of England, in 1629 Winthrop led a party of around four hundred settlers from the Isle of White to what became the state of Massachusetts, landing at Salem (first settled by Europeans in 1626) before establishing the city of Boston in 1630. ‘A Model of Christian Charity’ gives a sense of the beliefs which were held by Winthrop and his fellow émigrés, and the sermon is also regarded as a foundational text in the national mythology of the United States. Pay particular attention to the second section of the sermon, pages 156–158 in the document available on Moodle.

Yuchi and Hichiti stories
Extra information provided on relevant Word document.

3. Questions to consider:
Below are a set of questions which will provide the basis for our lecture and workshop discussions. Thinking about them will also help frame your understanding of the assigned readings 	

Yuchi and Hitchiti ‘Creation of the Whites’ stories
· How do these stories explain the origin of white settlement of the Americas? And what can you intuit about how the Yuchi and Hitchiti describe the origins of their own tribes by contrast?

· Are there any notable differences between the two creation stories?

· What insights might these stories provide about the history of encounters between white Europeans and indigenous Americans? 

Harriot, Brief and True Report
· What does A Brief and True Report describe and how?
· What features of Virginia does Harriot judge to be most salient, and why?
· What rhetorical effects are employed by Harriot? And how does the textual description complement (or not) White’s engravings?
· How is the indigenous population described?

· What is the purpose of A Brief and True Report?
· Why do you think Harriot chose to write the text?
· Who was his intended audience?
· What impression do you think A Brief and True Report was supposed to make on its readers?

Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation
· What religious reasons does Bradford list as motivations for the Pilgrims migration from England and to the New World?

· What are the key features of the ‘Mayflower Compact’?
· How does the compact explain the Pilgrims motivation for settling in the New World?
· What are some of the secular attributes of the compact?
· What sort of governance does the compact endorse?

· How does Bradford describe the experiences of the Pilgrims once they had settled in the New World?

Winthrop ‘Model of Christian Charity’
· What is Winthrop’s ‘Model of Christian Charity’ and what does it tell us about how the settlers of New England saw themselves?
· Can you surmise anything about the situation in (old) England which Winthrop and his followers were leaving behind?
· How are the new and old worlds differentiated?
· How might this text be viewed as a contributor to American national mythology?



WEEK 2 (week beginning October 9)
Forging a New Republic: From Colony to Constitution
In Focus:
What is an American?

This week focuses on the establishment of the United States. We examine the causes and consequences of the American Revolutionary War, plus the content of and arguments surrounding the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution. In the process, we will focus on the influence of Enlightenment ideals on the American ‘founding fathers,’ and the ferment of different ideas about Democracy and Republicanism. We shall also discuss the emergence of a distinctively ‘American’ identity through a reading of J Hector St John de Crèvecœur’s ‘Letters from an American Farmer.'

1. Reading and preparation:
Required reading:
· J Hector St John de Crèvecœur, ‘What is an American?’ in Letters from an American Farmer, originally published 1782
· The Declaration of Independence (pay particular attention for the lecture)
· The US Constitution
· The US Bill of Rights (Amendments 1–10 of the Constitution). 

Recommended background reading:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 6–8
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 6–7

1. Background information
On Crèvecœur, ‘What is an American?’ in Letters from an American Farmer, originally published 1782
Published during the American War of Independence, Letters from an American Farmer chronicles the fictional correspondence of James, the titular ‘American Farmer,’ as imagined by J. Hector St. John de Crèvecœur (1735-1813), a French author who was resident in North America from 1759 to 1778, and 1783 until shortly before his death. The letter ‘What is an American?’ is notable for demonstrating how the settler mentality had modified over the two centuries since Harriot’s initial explorations. In it, a nascent national identity is discernible – one which is recognisably distinct from earlier European or colonial attachments. 
For further information, consult the Heath Anthology biography of Crèvecœur: http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/eighteenth/stjohndecrevecoeur_jh.html.

1. Questions to consider:
Crèvecœur, ‘What is an American?’
· How does Crèvecœur describe what an American ‘is’?
· How are the new and old worlds differentiated?
· How might this text be viewed as a contributor to American national mythology?
· How are the attitudes detailed by Crèvecœur different to those in the earlier-dated sources?
· Conversely, in what ways can the content of Letters from an American Farmer be seen as a continuation of ideas established by Harriot, Bradford and Winthrop?

Declaration of Independence
1. According to the opening paragraph, what is the goal of the writers? Why are they writing the declaration?

1. What rights do the writers claim that they have as individuals and citizens in the declaration?

1. What rights and powers does the declaration claim for the thirteen independent united states?

1. How does the declaration define the purpose and function of government?

1. Who is “He” that the colonists refer to in the document?

1. Numerous grievances are listed in the declaration: can you summarise these into 3–6 key points?

1. Are any of the signatories’ names recognisable to you, and if so why?




WEEK 3 (week beginning October 16)
Virtuous Expansion: From Jeffersonian Democracy to Manifest Destiny
In focus: 
Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian Visions of the New Nation
This week takes the module’s narrative from the 18th into the 19th century. We begin by thinking about the key political debates that shaped the early Republic, revisiting the arguments that surrounded the writing of the US Constitution through examination of Alexander Hamilton and James Madison’s ‘Federalist Papers.’ This acts as a springboard for a discussion of the presidency of Thomas Jefferson (the principal author of the Declaration of Independence) and his advocacy of a democracy based on the participation of yeoman farmers – juxtaposing this with Hamilton’s alternative views of an American republic. We then consider the vision of democracy forwarded by Andrew Jackson in the 1820s and 1830s, and how this both fuelled and helped legitimise territorial expansion and conquest by the United States – as signalled by the Mexican-American War of 1846–1848. 

1. Reading and preparation:
The lecture will sample Madison and Hamilton’s different perspectives on Federalism, plus a range of sources that exemplify Jefferson’s visions of democracy and an ‘empire of liberty.’. An article by John L O’Sullivan on the annexation of Texas will also be mentioned, and is also available on Moodle. The O’Sullivan document is essential reading for anybody wishing to write an essay on this particular topic. 
Required reading:
· Alexander Hamilton, The Federalist Nos. 1 and 6
· James Madison, The Federalist No. 10
· Jeffersonian Visions of Democracy and Empire (primary source collection)
Recommended reading:
· John L O’Sullivan, ‘Annexation’ (1845)
General background:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi. America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters  9, 11, 14
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 8, 10

2. Background information
Students should consult the Oxford Reference collection (http://www.oxfordreference.com/) to  search for relevant information on Madison, Hamilton, Jefferson and The Federalist. 

3. Questions to consider:
The Federalist Papers
· Who was Alexander Hamilton, and what his significance in American history? Make a note of FOUR facts or pieces of information about him.

· Who was James Madison, and what his significance in American history? Make a note of FOUR facts or pieces of information about him.

· What was Hamilton and Madison’s relationship to one another? How closely did they share one another’s political beliefs?

· Whose ideas and writing style are you more favourable to: Madison or Hamilton?

Hamilton, The Federalist No. 1 and 6
· Can Hamilton’s first letter be read as a manifesto for subsequent issues of The Federalist, and if so in what ways?
· How does Hamilton’s first letter explain the function and purpose of The Federalist papers?
· What prompted him to write the letter?
· What arguments and political positions is the letter intended to promote?
· Can the first letter be read as a manifesto for subsequent issues of The Federalist, and if so in what ways?

· What type of government does Hamilton favour, and how does he distinguish it from other available options?

· What sorts of rights and liberties – and for whom – does Hamilton deem particularly important in The Federalist No. 1?

· How does The Federalist No. 1 work as a piece of literature? What writing techniques to Hamilton use to try and convince his readership? Does he employ any literary or rhetorical devices to press his points home? Do you find his style convincing?

· Does Hamilton’s tone and line of argument change at all in The Federalist No. 6? Are any additional factors or events discussed that were overlooked in the first letter?

· What role does historical precedent play in The Federalist No. 6?

· Interpret the significance of the following phrases and extracts from The Federalist Nos. 1 and 6:
· “… the fate of an empire in many respects the most interesting in the world;”
· “… heresies can rarely be cured by persecution;”
· “… the vigor of government is essential to the security of liberty;”
· “… an enlightened zeal for the energy and efficiency of government;”
· “… the specious mask of zeal for the rights of the people;”
· “ … favorites of a king or of a people;”
· “ … the spirit of commerce has a tendency to soften the manners of men”?

Madison, The Federalist No. 10
· Does Madison’s tone and line of argument differ at from those pursued by Hamilton? Does he cite any additional factors or events that were overlooked in The Federalist Nos. 1 and 6?

· How does Madison define ‘faction’? Are different types of ‘factions’ discussed in The Federalist No. 10, and if so how does Madison characterise them?

· What two means does Madison suggest are available to prevent factions forming, and why does he reject them both?

· How does Madison differentiate between democracy and republicanism? What is his verdict on what he terms “pure democracy”?

· What structures and functions of government does Madison propose for helping balance or mitigate “the mischief of faction”?

· What sorts of rights and liberties – and for whom – does Madison deem particularly important in The Federalist No. 10? Why and how is property an important concept for him? 

Jefferson
· How and why does Jefferson extol the virtues of farming, and in what ways did agriculture underpin his vision for American society (section headed ‘Jefferson on Farming’)?

· In what ways might Jefferson’s championing of farming be linked to his endorsement of US territorial expansion (‘Jefferson on Expansion’)?



WEEK 4 (week beginning October 23)
A House Divided: From Compromise to Civil War
In Focus:  
‘Other’ Americans
This week examines the sectional disputes which lead to Civil War between the northern and southern United States, and the consequences of that conflict. We begin by thinking about two demographic groups excluded from Jeffersonian and Jacksonian Democracy: women and Native Americans. By discussing texts by Elias Boudinot, William Appess and Elizabeth Cady Stanton we shall contemplate the manner in which the formative years of the republic left unresolved questions about who was and was not included/excluded from the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. Foremost amongst these unresolved questions was the issue of slavery in the United States. Onus will be placed on differing attitudes towards the ‘peculiar institution’ of slavery, and the process by which these led to the outbreak of Civil War. Here, the biography of Abraham Lincoln serves as an important reference. 

1. Reading and preparation:
Required readings:
· Abigail Adams, ‘Remember the Ladies,’ Letters to John Adams (1776)
·  ‘Appeal of the Cherokee Nation.’ July 1830
· William Apess, An Indian’s Looking Glass for the White Man (1833)
· Elias Boudinot, ‘An Address to Whites’ (1826)	
· Elizabeth Cady Stanton, ‘The Seneca Falls Declaration’ (1848)
General background:
· America: A Narrative History, chapters 15–18
· An Introduction to American Studies, chapters 4, 7
· Give Me Liberty! An American History, chapters 11, 13–15

2. Background information:
Contextual information on the Adams, Stanton and Apess documents is included in the files available on Moodle.
Elias Boudinot was a prominent member of the Cherokee Nation. Useful information about Boudinot, the Cherokees and their newspaper can be found in the New Georgia Encyclopedia:
· http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/elias-boudinot-ca-1804-1839
· http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/cherokee-phoenix
· http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/cherokee-indians#

3. Questions to consider:
General 
· What grievances do the different sources direct towards the United States?

· Do the sources deploy the language and rhetoric of the US Constitution and the Declaration of Independence to support their points, and if so how?
Apess, An Indian’s Looking Glass for the White Man
· How do you interpret Apess’s title? Why do you think he chose this wording?

· What grievances does Apess direct towards the United States?

· Does Apess deploy the language and rhetoric of the US Constitution and the Declaration of Independence to support his point, and if so how?

Boudinot, ‘An Address to Whites’
· How does the ‘Address to Whites’ counter prevailing assumptions about the Cherokees and Indians generally?

· What evidence does Boudinot cite to try and persuade his white audience to his point-of-view?

Adams, Stanton
· How would you characterise the stances adopted in these two sources? Are they strident or passive? What insights do they provide into the experiences of women in American history?


WEEK 5 (week beginning October 30)
Reconstructing a Nation: From Civil War to Empire
In Focus: 
Narratives of Slavery and Freedom

This week explores how the United States was transformed by the American Civil War and its aftermath. We begin with a detailed examination of Southern slave society, as seen through the eyes of Frederick Douglass. We then chart key events that occurred during the Civil War, and the subsequent eras commonly referred to as the ‘Reconstruction’ years and ‘the Gilded Age,’ concentrating on far-reaching consequence of legislation passed by the Federal government during the Civil War in relation to, first, the rights of  African Americans and, second, supporting the development of free market industrial capitalism. Here, we will chart the United States’ emergence as an industrial superpower, and how this was accompanied by an ideology of progress espoused by the ‘Robber Baron’ elite which helped legitimate both the conquest of the West and (after the 1898 Spanish-American War) the United States' new-found status as a pancontinental empire.

1. Reading and preparation:
Required readings:
· Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845), chapters 1, 2, 6, 7, 10 and 11,

Recommended background reading:
Below is a list of relevant chapters from books, of which copies are available in the UWTSD Lampeter library. 
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 15–18.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 11, 13–15.
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapters 4, 7.

2. Background information: 
The ‘in focus’ session concentrates on a famous memoir by Frederick Douglass. The memoir is short and very readable, so students may find it possible to read the book in its entirety – although six key chapters have been assigned as required reading.  Below is a biographical sketch of Douglass from The Heath Anthology of American Literature.

Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) 
Abolitionist, women’s rights advocate, journalist and newspaper editor, social reformer and race leader, Frederick Douglass was unquestionably one of the most prominent black leaders of the nineteenth century and one of the most eloquent orators in American public life.
Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey was born a slave in Talbot County, Maryland in February 1818. His mother, Harriet Bailey, was a slave; his father, Douglass suspected, was probably Aaron Anthony, the general plantation superintendent for the Lloyd plantation, where Douglass spent his early childhood. A sensitive and intelligent child, Douglass was quick to observe the horrors and routine injustices of slavery and his passion for black liberation and women’s rights was undoubtedly fueled by his early observations and experiences on the Lloyd plantation. When Douglass was eight years old, he was sent to Baltimore to live with and work for the Auld family. There he learned an important lesson about the relationship of reading and writing to a liberated consciousness. In the face of the adamant opposition of the Aulds to his receiving even the most elementary instruction, Douglass, through a series of ruses, slowly and painstakingly taught himself the rudiments of reading and writing.
Another step towards his liberation occurred at the age of sixteen, when he was hired out to Edward Covey, a notorious “Negro breaker.” For the first time Douglass, who had until this point lived as either a house- or urban slave, became a field hand and, for the first time in his life, he was regularly whipped and his spirit almost broken. Douglass’s decision to physically defend himself against Covey’s brutality—a central moment in his 1845 Narrative—was a turning point in his life as a slave and the final rehearsal for his escape from bondage. In 1838, Douglass escaped from slavery in Baltimore to pursue his vision of freedom in the North. In New York City he married Anna Murray, a free black woman from Baltimore who had been instrumental in his escape; Douglass and his bride then made their way to New Bedford, Massachusetts, in search of a new life. Typical of many former slaves who had decisively broken away from the shackles of slavery, Douglass renamed himself shortly after he arrived in the North, choosing as his own the name of the hero of Sir Walter Scott’s novel The Lady of the Lake.
In early 1839, Douglass purchased his first copy of William Lloyd Garrison’s radical abolitionist newspaper, the Liberator—the initial step towards his transformation into an abolitionist leader. He read the Liberator religiously, began to attend anti-slavery meetings in the local black community and, by 1841, had emerged as an eloquent leader of the black people in New Bedford. Later that year, Douglass was electrified when he heard Garrison speak for the first time and decided to attend an anti-slavery convention at Nantucket, where Garrison was scheduled to speak again. It was at that meeting on August 12, 1841, that Douglass was encouraged to address the audience. In spite of his embarrassment, Douglass stood up and offered a very moving account of his experiences as a slave. Douglass addressed the convention again that evening and, when the meeting was over, John A. Collins, general agent of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, asked Douglass to join them as an agent. After some soul-searching, Douglass agreed. From that point on, Douglass committed his life to, in his words, the “great work” of abolition and black liberation.
Douglass’s public career unfolded in several distinct phases. Between 1841 and 1845, he lectured extensively on the anti-slavery circuit. When he published his Narrative in 1845, it was so explicit in its details that it exposed him to the risks of capture and re-enslavement. He fled to England and spent the years between 1845 and 1847 lecturing and promoting the anti-slavery cause throughout the British Isles. His English friends raised the money which allowed Douglass to purchase his freedom and to publish his own journal.
When Douglass returned to the United States, he broke with William Lloyd Garrison, who was then advocating that New England secede from the United States—a strategy which, in Douglass’s view, would allow slavery to flourish in the South unchallenged. Ultimately, Douglass came to differ with Garrisonian abolitionists on a number of other issues as well, including the usefulness of electoral politics and the centrality of non-resistance—indeed, Douglass became a supporter of John Brown’s direct attacks on the slave power. Douglass moved to Rochester, New York, in 1847, where he established his newspaper, The North Star (later renamed Frederick Douglass’ Paper) and vigorously resumed his efforts on behalf of the abolitionist movement. He also became a participant in the first women’s rights conventions in 1848, at Seneca Falls and at Rochester.
	Although his despair over the bleak condition of blacks during the 1850s led him to briefly consider emigration to another country as a solution, Douglass welcomed the outbreak of the Civil War as the moment in which the long-awaited opportunity for black emancipation and elevation had arrived. During the war, he functioned as a public spokesman for the position that this conflict should be seen as a war of emancipation and, along with Sojourner Truth, urged Abraham Lincoln to enlist blacks in the Union army. When Lincoln yielded to these demands in 1862, Douglass was at the forefront in urging blacks to join the army to fight for their freedom. Between 1865 and his death in 1895, Douglass continued to function as one of the most prominent black spokesmen in the country and as a political leader in the Republican Party. He served as U.S. Marshal of the District of Columbia (1877–1881), Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia (1881–1886) and chargé d’affaires for Santo Domingo and minister to Haiti (1889–1891). He also completed the third and final of his autobiographical writings, The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass (1892).
Frederick Douglass’s life, politics, and writings are inextricably linked. His first speeches were moving and powerful evocations of his experiences as a slave and, in his early public appearances, he was often presented as a showpiece for major abolitionist lectures. “Give us the facts,” he was told by John Collins, “we will take care of the philosophy.” As Douglass grew more confident of his speaking abilities, however, he increasingly chafed under these guidelines, and he began to expand the scope of his speeches, incorporating larger issues and elaborating his own philosophy. His mentors became concerned that Douglass’s eloquence would undermine his authenticity as a former slave, and Collins even urged him to sprinkle his speech with a little plantation language to maintain his credibility with his audiences. To dispel growing public doubts about his experiences as a slave, Douglass spent the winter of 1844 to 1845 writing an account of his experiences. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Written by Himself appeared in May, 1845, with a preface by William Lloyd Garrison and an introductory letter by Wendell Phillips. Douglass’s narrative was an instant popular success. In the first five months 4,500 copies were sold and, over the next several years, editions appeared in England, Ireland, France, and Germany.
One of the reasons for the popular appeal of Douglass’s Narrative would certainly be the skill with which he appropriated the language and symbolism of American middle-class culture and religion to denounce the evils of slavery and racism. Unlike David Walker, for example, whose Appeal was addressed to the black community and issued dire warnings of America’s impending doom, Douglass’s Narrative excoriated American society for its lapses at the same time that it affirmed its original promise. In this respect, as William L. Andrews has pointed out, Douglass’s Narrative is a kind of American jeremiad. Throughout his autobiography, Douglass blends his personal experiences as a slave with sharp attacks on the inequities of slavery and racism. And he appropriates the rhetoric of the jeremiad to distinguish between true and false Americans and Christians, between those who would affirm the dream and those who would destroy it. In the process, particularly by appropriating the rhetoric and symbols of Christianity, Douglass establishes a convincing case for himself as a lonely outcast in his own land and, more importantly, as a prophet ordained to warn American society against perversity and error. Against the backdrop of his relationship with the abolitionist movement, Douglass’s Narrative can also be read as a step towards the declaration of his literary and political independence—the first step towards his ultimate break with the Garrisonians and his long and extraordinary public career.

3. Questions to consider:
Douglass, Narrative
· Douglass opens his Narrative by telling readers that he is troubled by not knowing when he was born. Why do you think slave owners kept slaves ignorant about their birthdays and parentage?

· What does Douglass list as some of the most important the turning points in his life, and why? Do these change his perceptions of slavery and freedom?

· What virtues, attributes or phenomena does Douglass associate with freedom? In what sorts of activities does he think a slave might engage in order to become free? Is freedom defined by legal or moral arguments?

· Several times in his Narrative, Douglass expresses his view that slavery is bad for both whites and blacks. In what ways does he suggest that slavery detrimental to the South and to southerners?

· What is your opinion of Douglass as a writer? Do you find his style effective and why? Is he a persuasive writer? 


WEEK 6 (week beginning November 6)
READING WEEK



WEEK 7 (week beginning November 13)
The New Urban Americans: From the White City to ‘the Shame of the Nation’ 
In Focus: 
The Frontier Thesis

This lecture begins by picking up from Week 5’s discussion of the expansion and consolidation of the post-Civil War United States as a military, technologic and imperial power through discussion of Frederick Jackson Turner’s seminal ‘frontier thesis’ interpretation of American history. Then, lecture provides a counterpoint to previous discussions of rural idylls (e.g. the Frontier myth, the Jacksonian ‘yeoman farmer’) in US politics, culture and society, by examining different images and representations of the city which emerged in the early 20th century. In particular, we will consider how art, photography, literature and cinema balanced positive, alluring features of the new industrial metropolis alongside the darker aspects of urban culture. 

1. Reading and preparation:
Required reading:
· Frederick Jackson Turner, ‘The Significance of the Frontier in American History,’ Report of the American Historical Association (1893), pp. 199–227.
Recommended background reading:
Week 7’s lectures will discuss the context in which Turner’s essay was originally delivered: the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 1893. Students may wish to explore the below source to find out more about that event. Note: this is especially important for the essay question on this week’s topic.
· Rand McNally & Co, The Columbian Exposition Album (1893; https://archive.org/stream/columbianexposit00rand#page/n5/mode/2up)
General reading:
Below is a list of relevant chapters from books available in the UWTSD Lampeter library. 
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 19–20, 22–23.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapter 16.
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapter 5.

2. Background information: 
Information on Turner can be found via The Oxford Companion to American History. There is an expansive literature on Turner/Frontier Thesis. These materials offer a useful outline:

· Ray Allen Billington, Frederick Jackson Turner: Historian, Scholar, Teacher (New York: Oxford University Press, 1973).
· Clyde A Milner, ed. Major Problems in the History of the American West: Documents And Essays (Lexington, Massachusetts: DC Heath, 1989), especially chapter 1.
· Richard White, ‘Frederick Jackson Turner and Buffalo Bill,’ available here: http://www.studythepast.com/his378/turnerandbuffalobill.pdf.


3. Questions to consider:
General (think about before completing the assigned reading):
· What cultural representations of the American West are you familiar with, and what are some of their distinctive features

· What places, themes, ideas, characteristics and images are popularly associated with the American West?

Turner, ‘The Significance of the Frontier’
· Does Turner’s essay discuss or refer to any features or characteristics of the American West that you are familiar with from popular culture or elsewhere (see above ‘General’ questions)?

· How does Turner define ‘frontier’?

· According to Turner, when, why and how did the frontier ‘close’?

· According to Turner, what are the most important influences of the frontier on American history? Which influences does place particular emphasis on and why?

· What does Turner have to say about Native Americans in the Frontier thesis? How do Indians figure into his thinking? What role did they play in the frontier ‘drama’?

· Which demographic groups does Turner place most emphasis on? And are any demographic groups overlooked in the process?

· In what ways does Turner suggest that the frontier cultivated American democracy and individualism?

· Do you agree with Turner’s summation that the frontier is the defining episode in American history? What arguments can be made for and against this hypothesis?



WEEK 8 (week beginning November 20)
World Wars, New Deals: From Progressivism to Depression
In Focus: 
Representing the Immigrant City

This week’s teaching encompasses the decades from the 1910s to the 1940s, considering some of the most important domestic and foreign policy trends in American society, politics and culture during this period. In the first instance, the ‘in focus’ session channels these themes towards a detailed examination of accounts written by Jewish immigrants to the United States. It will be suggested that such literature is representative of wider interest in social reform and in economic efficiency which informed the political movement known as ‘Progressivism.’ The main body of the lecture pays special attention is paid to the United States’ participation in World Wars One and Two, and the long-term geopolitical consequences of this. We shall also consider the Home Front during both wars, and the New Deal policies forged in response to the Great Depression of the 1920s and 1930s.

1. Reading and preparation:
Required readings:
Mary Antin, The Promised Land (1912) extracts.
Emma Lazarus, ‘The New Colossus’ (1883).
Henry Roth, Call it Sleep (1934) prologue.
Anzia Yezierska, ‘America and I’ (1923).
General:
America: A Narrative History, chapters 25, 28–30
An Introduction to American Studies, chapters 10–11
Give Me Liberty! An American History, chapters 19–22

· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapter 21.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapter 18.
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapters 6, 8.

2. Background information: 
For information on this week’s authors, see below.
· On Mary Antin, see The Heath Anthology of American Literature prolife (http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/late_nineteenth/antin_ma.html) 
· On Emma Lazarus, see Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature profile, accessible via UWTSD library (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195156539.001.0001/acref-9780195156539-e-0157)
· On Henry Roth, see Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature profile, accessible via UWTSD library (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195156539.001.0001/acref-9780195156539-e-0249?rskey=KRVZLd&result=1)
· On Anzia Yezierska, see The Heath Anthology of American Literature prolife (http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/modern/yezierska_an.html)
Students will also be able to find plenty of works on Jewish Americans and US urban history in the UWTSD library. The following are useful introductions: Major Problems in American Urban History: Documents and Essays and Jewish American Literature: A Norton Anthology.

3. Questions to consider:
General
· How did Jewish immigrants respond to, interpret and represent American society? Did it match prior expectations before reaching the United States? 

· And, how did Jewish immigrants respond to, interpret and represent life in the American city specifically?

Lazarus, ‘The New Colossus’
· What impression does Lazarus’ poem convey about the immigrant experience in the United States, and of the attitude of Americans towards immigrants?

· In what ways might ‘The New Colossus’ be interpreted as being expressive (and constitutive) of myths and ideas about US society?

Antin, The Promised Land
· What contrasts does Antin draw between her life in Russia and the United States? How does the new family home compare with her old one? What differences does she identify when comparing Polotzk (note: in modern-day Belarus) and Boston?

· What does Antin’s “initiation into American ways” involve? What ‘ways’ does she refer to? What behavioural practices and social norms does she absorb during her ‘initiation’?

· What reasons does Antin provide for her father’s desire to gain naturalisation as an American citizen? What hopes does he have for his children?

· How do Antin’s experiences compare and contrast with those of her sister Frieda?

Yezierska, ‘America and I’
· Do Yezierska’s experiences of American society match her prior expectations before reaching the United States? 

· What comparisons and contrasts can be drawn between Yezierska’s account of American society and Antin’s?

· How does Yezierska describe the experience of living in New York? What physical and emotional features/characteristics of urban life does she comment upon?

· How does Yezierska characterise the concept and practice of ‘work’ in American society? What does she say about wage labour? What does she say about ‘efficiency’?

· How does Yezierska suggest that she ultimately “found America”?

Roth, Call it Sleep
· How does Roth describe the arrival of Jewish immigrants to New York? Is it a positive or negative experience? Does it fit the type of sentiments expressed by Lazarus in ‘The New Colossus’?

· How does Roth describe the newly-arrived mother and child? How does their behaviour and appearance compare with their fellow immigrants? How does their behaviour and appearance compare with the father character, Albert? Why is Albert so annoyed at his wife when he greets her?


Essay 1 due in Friday November 24, 11.59pm


WEEK 9 (week beginning November 27)
Civil Rights: From Plessy to King
In focus: 
Washington versus Du Bois 

This week explores the history of the Civil Rights movement in the United States from the end of Reconstruction through to the 1960s and 1970s. The lecture compares the experiences of African Americans under the ‘Jim Crow’ laws in the southern United State with their experiences in the industrial north, in the process exploring the ideas of key thinkers such as WEB DuBois, Booker T Washington, Martin Luther King and Malcolm X. 

1. Reading and preparation:
Required reading:
· Booker T Washington, ‘Atlanta compromise’ speech (1895)
· WEB Du Bois, ‘Of Mr. Booker T Washington and Others,’ ‘Of Our Spiritual Strivings’ The Souls of Black Folk (1903)
General background reading:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 34–36.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 24–25.
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapters 7, 12

2. Background information: 
On Washington and Du Bois, see Oxford Companion to United States History: http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195082098.001.0001/acref-9780195082098-e-1627; http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195082098.001.0001/acref-9780195082098-e-0439?rskey=pysOnk&result=1.

3. Questions to consider:
Du Bois and Washington
· What are the key features and arguments of Du Bois and Washington’s political positions? How do they compare and contrast with one another?

· What do understand by Du Bois’s phrases ‘veil,’ ‘second sight’ and ‘double consciousness’?

· Besides African American Civil Rights, what other themes and topics in US history might be illuminated by Washington and Du Bouis’s writings?

Lawrence, ‘Migration Series’
· What insights into African American history do Lawrence’s paintings provide? How is the experience of ‘The Great Migration’ narrated and represented?



WEEK 10 (week beginning December 4)
Cold Warriors: From McCarthy to Reagan 
In Focus: 
Second Wave Feminism

Focusing on a different Civil Rights topic, this week’s lecture discusses the emergence of second-wave Feminism and the important ideas of Betty Friedan in particular. Freidan’s ideas were framed by the domestic politics of the United States in the 1950s and 1960s – which in turn where shaped by the geopolitical struggle with the Communist East. The lecture accordingly evaluates the impact of the Cold War on American politics, culture and society, providing an overview of the ‘Red Scares’ of the 1950s McCarthyite era, as well as instances where the Cold War became ‘hot’ in Korea and Vietnam, culminating with the emergence of Ronald Reagan as a figurehead to address the United States’ 1970s ‘Crisis of Confidence.’ 

1. Readings and preparation:
Required reading:
· Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (1963) 
· Harry Blackmun, verdict on Roe versus Wade (1973)
General:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi,  America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 31–33, 36.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 23–26
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapters 11–13.

2. Background information:
Read the headnote for the Blackmun verdict for contextual information about the Roe versus Wade case. 
On Friedan, see: The Oxford Companion to Women’s Writing in the United States (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195066081.001.0001/acref-9780195066081-e-0308?rskey=b1ebBH&result=311). 
On Second Wave Feminism: http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199532919.001.0001/acref-9780199532919-e-626

3. Questions to consider:
General
· What overlaps and crossovers can you identify between the arguments forwarded by American feminists of the Second Wave and the African American Civil Rights movement? Conversely, can you identify tensions or contradictions between these two causes?

Friedan, ‘The Problem Which Has No Name’
· How do you interpret the title ‘Feminine Mystique’? What does this phrase mean to you? Why did Friedan chose the term ‘mystique’ as the title for the book?
 
· What is the problem with ‘no name’ to which Friedan refers? What are its characteristics? Does she define it? If so, in what ways?

· Why, and in what ways, does Friedan suggest that the ‘problem’ has hitherto remained unattended?

· What means does Friedan use to investigate the ‘problem,’ and what evidence does he put forward to substantiate her points?

· In what ways might Friedan’s inquiries into the problems experienced by American women be related to a more general discussion of US society at mid-century? Does her critique raise socioeconomic, cultural, geographic or political issues which interrelate with her discussion of the status of women?

· Does Friedan specifically concern herself with any particular social demographic groups in ‘The Problem Which Has No Name’? And if so, might this be problematic in any way?

· How relevant do Friedan’s ideas remain in 21st-century society? In what ways might her analysis and approach be endorsed or challenged by contemporary feminists?

Blackmun, Roe versus Wade
See questions on headnote to Blackmun’s verdict.



WEEK 11 (week beginning December 11)
Culture Wars: From Reagan to Trump 
In Focus: 
The Great Communicator

The final week brings the module up to date by considering US history since the 1980s. We start with analyses of Ronald Reagan’s political rhetoric and his positions as a ‘Cold Warrior.’ Then, the main lecture discusses the end of the Cold War and how this heralded the making of a new world order – as encapsulated by Francis Fukuyama’s famous phrase ‘The End of History.’ Alongside this, we will identity the influence of neoconservativism on American politics, and how this resulted in heated (and in many ways ongoing) debates about the perceived liberality of post-1960s US society – known collectively as ‘the culture wars.’ In the process, we will also contemplate the extent to which contemporary politics repeat, rehearse and/or reconfigure perennial debates about the US constitution and about what it means to be an American. 

1. Reading and preparation:
Required reading:
· Extracts from some of Ronald Reagan’s key speeches, 1964–1989 (all in single Moodle document)
1. ‘A Time for Choosing,’ speech in favour of Republican Party presidential nominee Barry Goldwater, Los Angeles, October 27 1964
2. ‘Peace: Restoring the Margin of Safety,’ speech to Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) convention, Chicago, August 18 1980 
3. First Inaugural Address, Washington DC, January 21 1981
4. Remarks at the Annual Convention of the National Association of Evangelicals, Orlando, Florida, March 8 1983
5. Farewell Address, White House, Washington DC, January 11 1989
·  ‘Prouder, Stronger, Better’ aka ‘Morning in America,’ Reagan re-election campaign commercial, 1984 (available via Moodle, or here: https://youtu.be/fa8Qupc4PnQ)
Recommended reading:
· Pat Buchanan, Republican Party national convention speech (1992)
· Francis Fukuyama, ‘The End of History’ (1989)
· Fukuyama, ‘US against the world? Trump’s America and the new global order,’ Financial Times, November 11 2016
Recommended background reading:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapters 31–33, 36.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapters 23–26
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapters 11–13.

2. Questions to consider:

When contemplating the below questions, it is also beneficial to consider the oratory and visual appeal of how Reagan presented himself to the American public. To this end, links have been provided within the Moodle document containing the assigned speeches by Reagan.

Reagan speeches and commercial
· Based on these speeches, what would you say are the important features of Reagan’s politics? Do the speeches place special emphasis on particular issues?  Do they place special emphasis on particular demographic groups?

· Based on these speeches, what would you suggest were some of the most important reasons why Reagan appealed to the American electorate? 

· What rhetorical or linguistic techniques did Reagan use in his speeches and political campaigns? What references or allusions does he make to American cultural tropes and myths? What other sources does he claim as influences for his political views?

· Do the speeches show constancy in Reagan’s political views? Conversely, can you trace an evolution in his thinking over their quarter-century timespan?

Essay 1 due in Friday January 12, 11.59pm
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Casas, Bartolomé de las. A Short Account of the destruction of the Indies, edited and translated by Nigel Griffin and A. R Pagden (London: Penguin, 1992).
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