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AIM(S)

o To systematically engage with the texts of the Book of Rites and related
commentaries.

o To understand and reflect on the philosophical, political, religious, ethical and moral
ideas contained within the Book of Rites, and their reception in both ancient and
modern contexts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the
ability to:
) critically evaluate key texts from the Book of Rites;
o exhibit knowledge and understanding of a range of annotations, commentaries and
other reflections upon the Book of Rites as a canon;
o exhibit knowledge and understanding of key texts from the Book of Rites from
different historical, cultural, and philosophical/ethical perspectives;
o critically reflect and recite upon the ethics and value systems contained within a range
of texts from the Book of Rites.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

Firstly, the module will focus upon a detailed study of the selected chapters from the Book of

Rites. Then the module will engage with a critical research on its authorised commentaries in

the history. Lastly, the modern relevance of ancient Chinese rites and music, especially their

functions on moral education will be addressed. The module will consider more specifically

the following elements:

The formation and nature of the Book of Rites;

Approaches to translating and understanding the key texts;

The range of critical commentaries on key texts from the Book of Rites;

The influence of the Book of Rites on both ancient and modern Chinese thought and

social and cultural practices, particularly on Confucianism;

o The historical and ongoing significance of the value systems contained within a range
of texts from the Book of Rites.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and
seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application,
discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to
develop understanding and application of the techniques.



Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with
appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and
seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

Activity type Hours Percentage

Scheduled learning 60 20%

Independent learning 240 80%

Placement learning

TOTAL 300 100%
ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 — 30% Presentation (20 minutes) ENG

Exemplar
Students should offer a translation into modern English of a key text from the Book of Rites,

with an accompanying commentary to the equivalent of 2000 words. (In English).
Assessment Component 2 — 70% Essay (3500 words) CHI

Exemplar

The Modern Relevance of the Ethical Thoughts in the Book of Rites (in Chinese).

Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage
Written exam

Coursework 70%
Practical 30%
TOTAL 100%

EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

Yes

Ne

Although primarily concerned with textual analysis, critical and translation skills, the focus
here on Confucian ideas — particularly those concerned with issues of personal and
societal ‘virtue’ and systems of governance -- relates to issues of sustainability in terms
of the awareness of ‘ancient wisdom’ and its possible applications not only historically
but to current situations.

More vernally the module meets 2 of UNESCO Five Essential Pedagogic Approaches:
Critical and creative Thinking, and Systematic Thinking.

Does the module contribute to ESD?
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