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The main aim of my dissertation will be to demonstrate the role of women in early Christianity. This will be done by looking at the evidence contained in the Pauline Epistles. I have chosen this topic because I am interested in the position of women in the Christian religion and the change in the role of women in Christianity compared to their role when Christianity first started. In the early years of Christianity women had more prominent roles in the church as preachers and missionaries. My aim is to demonstrate and outline the evidence for this. However, I will also look at the negative views of women that are also outlined in the Letters of St Paul and what this says about the general attitude towards women in the early church. I wish to demonstrate whether these verses are actually evidence that women were not seen as being important in early Christianity, and what the evidence suggests that the position of women in early Christianity was really like.
The main topics that I will include are an examination of the role of women in early Christianity as outlined in Romans chapter 16; as in this chapter Paul lists prominent women in the development of Christianity. My aim is to examine this chapter and outline what it tells us about the role of women in early Christianity. In contrast to this, I will also examine the more negative attitudes about the position of women that are outlined in the Letters of St Paul. In this section I will look at 1 Corinthians 14:13-15 and 1 Timothy 2:9-15 which order women to remain silent in churches. My aim of this section is to explain why this was said, and to seek to understand what St Paul’s message about the role of women actually was, as he cannot commend women for the importance of their role in Christianity through their church preaching (Romans 16) and also forbid women from speaking in church. In relation to this, I will also look at the evidence that these verses were not actually written by St Paul himself. Furthermore, I will also examine 1 Corinthians 11:3-9 and Ephesians 5:22-30, which state that man is the head of woman and that women must submit their husbands. My goal is to outline the level of freedom that woman actually had at the time of early Christianity and whether they were actually seen as being of equal importance to men in the church in terms of their role, but also in society in general.
The methodology that I will use in order to carry out my dissertation will be primarily text-based. I will not need to carry out participant observation or interviews in order to answer this question. I will look at the scriptural texts themselves in order to see what they say about the position of women in early Christianity. The main sources that I will use in order to complete my dissertation will be scholarly material, such as academic books, articles, interviews and documentaries. I will look at what academics in the field have concluded about the position of women as outlined in the Letters of St Paul, and what the role of women in early Christianity actually was. I will also look at academic opinion about the validity of the Letters of St Paul and whether some sections of the letters were in fact not written by Paul himself.  
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