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Al-Hardan, A. (2016) Palestinians in Syria: Nakba memories of shattered communities. New York: Columbia University Press.
In this book, assistant professor of sociology, Anaheed Al-Hardan, present her research about the Palestinian communities formed in Syria after the 1948 Nakba. She uses interviews with 1st, 2nd, and 3rd generation members of the refugee Palestinian community in Syria. The book, as the title indicates focuses mostly on the relevance and changing meaning and place of the Nakba or its memories as part of the Palestinian identity and experience. This book is so valuable, in my opinion, because Al-Hardan is using both information from internationally recognized sources such as the United Nations and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) or the AFP, as well as the voices of the people concerned. She kept the people she is writing about very present all along the book, using direct quotes from her encounters with Palestinian living in Syria. By amplifying Palestinians voices, she, on the one hand, legitimizes her research and on the other hand she shows the natural diversity of the experiences that Palestinians in Syria can have. Although it is one nation and the same event, the Nakba, affected everyone, still Palestinians are individuals that have scattered in the middle east region and in the world. By showing glimpses of these unique experiences the author of this book shows the humanity of the Palestinian people, that has often been taken away from them and gives them the dignity that they deserve. 

Amnesty International (2014) Denied Refuge: Palestinians from Syria seeking safety in Lebanon. London: Amnesty International Publications. Available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE18/002/2014/en/ (Accessed: 10 June 2020).
This is the briefing provided by Amnesty International in 2014 when the Lebanese state created new requirements from Palestinians fleeing Syria to enter and stay in Lebanon as refugees. It underlines these new rules adopted by Lebanon and shows the consequences or obstacles they have created for Palestinians. This source provides an excellent overview of the situation the Palestinians faced because of the eruption of the conflict in Syria. It asks the international community to help the countries around Syria that find themselves dealing with a number of refugees far greater than they can accommodate and give more resources to humanitarian help relief in the region. As well as asking the Lebanese government to allow people fleeing Syria entry in the country, including Palestinians. This source shows that active NGO’s in Syria and Lebanon have taken note of the difference of treatment between Syrians and Palestinian refugees in Syria. It shows a concrete example of the discrimination Palestinian refugees have to face. 

Aruri, N. (2001) Palestinian refugees: The right of return. London: Pluto Press.
This book takes up the task to call out, what Aruri rightly refers to as “the naked Israeli ethnic cleansing” that lead to the displacement of the Palestinian people. It explores the historical backgrounds of Zionist ideas, Biblical justifications for imperialist colonialist behavior, and historical context to the right of return that some Palestinians demand. This is a very complete book, that not only presents the different perspectives of Israel, the United States, and Europe about the Palestinian refugee question, it also explores the unique status Palestinian refugees have under international law. What I believe to be one of the strong points and of this book is the examination of independent popular initiatives as activism and help to Palestinian refugees. It presents the resilience of the Palestinian people and shows that solutions do not have to come from ‘the outside’, on the contrary they can emanate from within. This book covers an extensive range of topics concerning Palestinian refugees. Showing the causes and consequences of events leading to the forced migration of Palestinians, once again points to the unaccounted-for responsibility of a number of European countries. This book helped me connect the dots in a way I had not thought of before. 

Bitari, N. (2013) ‘Yarmuk Refugee Camp and the Syrian Uprising a View from Within’, Journal of Palestine Studies, 43(1), pp.61-78. DOI: 10.1525/jps.2013.43.1.61
This article presents the life that Palestinians led in Yarmuk refugee camp which is the largest Palestinian community in Syria. It then contrasts that with the terrible chaos and destruction that was brought onto the whole of Syria and explains those events through the lenses of this Palestinian refugee community. The author of this article was born in Yarmuk camp which shows how memories of the Nakba were passed down from the first generation of refugees all the way to the third one of which the author is part of. This article is truly a voice from within and it shows the tragedy the Palestinians have had to face again and again through generations.

Masalha, N. (2003) The Politics of Denial: Israel and the Palestinian refugee problem. London: Pluto Press.
In this book Masalha investigates Israeli policies about Palestinian refugees. It is the first book about Palestinian refugees looking at the laws created by Israel and their evolution from the 1948 Nakba all the way to more recent times when the book was written. Although it is not the principal purpose of this book, Masalha provides a solid background and context to the Nakba and how the Palestinian refugee question came to be. He goes on to show that Israeli policy about refugees is intended at keeping the Palestinians from returning and the laws, that have not seen a lot of change at all since 1948, are there to make sure that Palestinians instead of coming back to their lands resettle to other Arab states. This is a great source to understand how to position the Palestinian refugee question within Israeli law as well as question refugee’s rights within International law. 

Tahhan, Z. (2018) ‘More than a century on: The Balfour Declaration explained’, Aljazeera, 2nd November. Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/03/palestinian-syrians-refugees-160321055107834.html (Accessed 10th June 2020).
This article features a documentary explaining in detail the events that led to the declaration of Balfour in 1917. Following that the article discusses the current effects of the declaration on Palestine. It also provides a series of maps showing the evolution of the Israeli invasion of Palestine through time. Aljazeera is an interesting source as it is owned by Qatar one of the Arab nations, which gives, in my opinion a valuable perspective, as they are not influenced by Zionist lobbies that so often have a reach on the media. This article gives a very informed background to the creation of the state of Israel through the help of Britain. After reading this article and the documentary provided it is impossible to ignore the responsibility of Europe in the horrors that are now happening in Palestine. 

United Nation, (2020), Israel’s Planned Annexation of Occupied Territory Threatens Two-State Solution, Palestinian Rights Committee Warns, Urges Global Community to Counter Threat. Available at: https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/gapal1432.doc.htm (Accessed: 12 June 2020).
This is the latest press release from the United Nation’s Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People regarding Israel’s declaration to start their annexation plan of occupied Palestinian territories on 1st July 2020. It is denouncing the audacity of Israel to use the diversion of the world pandemic Covid-19 to strike illegally and further annexe Palestinian territories. The press release also asks for international support to rally “behind the Palestinian people to prevent annexation”. 
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