Task 2 Literature Review

I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to present as evidence.

Reference 1
(Finley & Koyama, 2018)
Written by Assistant Economic Professors Mark Koyama and Theresa Finley, of Susquehanna University and George Mason University.
This article breaks down how the political situation in the Holy Roman Empire had potential ramifications on the Jewish communities during the black death. 
Their article argues that territories not directly controlled by the emperor were often more discriminatory against Jews, especially those governed by archbishoprics and bishoprics. They present their evidence in terms of economics to show the Jewish moneylenders and landowners in these non-imperial controlled lands during the of plague drastically dropped while reported cases of land being seized and human burnings rose, when more directly controlled lands such as Luxembourg were relatively more stable to the Jews. The pair also present other alternatives from other researchers to reveal how the Jewish community was used as a scapegoat, listing from Jewish members of the community were somehow poisoning the money they were leading out with the plague. 
However, they also detail other factors affecting the HRE in the run up to the plague arriving, such as the collapse of several or the smaller states.
 While not entirely useful to the overall research on how the plague was affecting communities across Europe. It does help reveal the social aspects of the people at the time who let fear control their rational thoughts. Though this article only focuses on Jews and fails to mention the other groups targeted at the time which would have made the piece much more essential than it was.

Reference 2
(Jedwab, et al., 2019)
Written by Assistant Professors of Economics, Mark Koyama and Noel D. Johnson alongside Remi Jedwab of the department of Economics for George Washington University. 
This article explores the probability of minority groups being persecuted during the ravages of the plague spreading throughout Europe. They evaluate their findings in terms of “Shocks” used to measure the severity of the mistreatment of certain groups at the time. Their findings to lean more towards cities that more heavily hit by the plague tended to be less likely to persecute minorities, while their “shocks” revealed that smaller communities, where the residents weren’t as well educated had conspiracies run wild and persecutions were much more common.
The main method of gathering the data to determine these “shocks” was gathered by the mortality rates from several major cities across England, France, and other nations across Europe and comparing them the collected census data of which groups were active where pre and post plague. While also comparing market records and logs reported at the time before and after the plague swept through the areas marked on their created maps.
This information presented is much more useful to the research I was looking than the reference listed above as it more broadly covers more minority groups during this troubled than solely focusing on just the biggest group that was targeted. Though as it shares an author with the previous reference a lot of cross over on the segments on the Jewish community can be noted in the work.

Reference 3 -
(Curtis, 2024)
Written by Dr Daniel R. Curtis, Associate professor at Erasmus School of History, Culture and Communication. The article referenced is a review of how the plague affected the Netherland’s low countries. Unlike the others referenced this focuses less on the communities themselves that were affected and more so on the generalised numbers of the dead and how was tallied. While also monitoring the prices of grain in the Netherlands at the time to see how the plague may have affected the food markets in the area. The death rates in this certain part of Europe remain murky due to other records only focusing on urban areas and the administration at the time being highly dysfunctional leaving behind unreliable records. 
Based on the results of the findings from the article shows the Black Death wasn’t as all-encompassing as previously believed, with areas across the Netherlands being left completely untouched as shown by the rising birth rates in those areas as opposed to the ones across plague zones.

This is different from the rest of my research but nevertheless more than helpful due to being able to show me a new way to gain information out of shoddy records by looking for something else that could be affected by the plague ravaging the region with things like looking food prices. However, there is the drawback of the article only having the first segment being about the Black Death and the second and third following the pattern of later plagues in the area.

Reference 4 -
(Curtis & Roosen, 2017)
Written by Dr Daniel R. Curtis, Associate professor at Erasmus School of History, Culture and Communication and Joris Roosen is head of research and vice-director at the Centre for the Social History of Limburg. Again, using Dr Curtis’s works, this article breaks down how the plague affected people by age and sex to try to determine who was most at risk of dying. The information they gathered this time comes from Belgium rather than the Netherlands and the two admit they are not the first to research these findings, citing  
(Alfani, 2017)
(Whittles, 2016) as their inspirations. 
The method they used in this analysis comes from a new database in Hainaut, Belgium covering the mortality information of the years the plague was active and the next few decades afterwards. While helping them comply their findings the two admit to a flaw in their analysis, that being the database providing too small of a sample base to accurately reveal a clear distinction between which gender was targeted more.
Though hindered by a small focus group, the two did manage to find signs that in some areas of Belgium, women were more often the victims of the plague. This information can be useful in my research going forward, as it can be added with the other methods discovered in these reviews on how to track which of the minority groups was affected by persecution along with gender of victims as well as location in certain countries across Europe.
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