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Covering letter
To whom it may concern,
I’m a long-time reader of All Your Stories Magazine. I very much enjoyed the short fiction piece by E. Grace ‘About Wildflowers’. I Especially the interesting descriptions and detailed explanations of the different flowers and what they could do and the feeling of magical whimsy, which made the twist at the end leave me in complete shock and leaving me in suspense.
When I found out that you were looking for more fantasy submissions for your next issue, I was excited to put my own work forward. I’ve attached the story to this email for your consideration. I hope that you enjoy it and I look forward to hearing back from you.
Kind Regards,
Enfys Trigger



Pitch document.
Title: Greif is messy
Author: Enfys Trigger (fictional book writer)
Contacts: EnfysTWritting@email
Log line: Man, who just lost his wife and unborn child in a car accident finds out she was living a double life, and she may still be alive, and he has many questions he needs answered.
Summary:
Grief is messy is a thrilling tale of a young man suffering from the loss of his wife and his unborn child. What is presumed to be a messy car accident, may not be all that it seems as he discovers different clues and hidden secrets.
Turns out his wife was not all she said she was. Hidden messages and photos revealing a life that the main character never knew his wife had and who are all these strangers she kept messaging and why did they all seem upset with her? What is this talk of missions and meeting points? The last letter says they’re to meet at the crash site. Why is there a family that he has never known or met? And more importantly what is happening and would his wife of ever of told him?
This piece of fiction is a twisting detective mystery story, targeted towards adults. With lots of dark scenes and explicit imagery, which deepens the narrative and leaving our main character in a swarm of endless questions. Exploring how close can you actually know someone and if the person you know is the same as the one behind closed doors and what it’s like to be nothing but a pawn in a spy’s mission.
Synopsis
Title – Shadow Knife Murders
The Shadow knife murders is a detective story targeted towards adults. The story is based in an alternate universe in the modern day, in which people are selected a job to do and have to prove themselves worthy, by trying to move up the ranks in their industry within 5 years or else they lose their standing in the world and end up homeless. In the book we follow a detective named Lee and her assistant Cristopher who are on the last leg trying to improve their rank before their fifth year as the second lowest rank of detectives.
The story goes as followed. One night while Detective Lee and Cristopher are getting details and clues for a robbery that has happened at their local supermarket, complaining about the detective industry and how they’ve seemingly been ignored a much-needed promotion. They soon notice that the store has cameras and asked to see the footage of where the robber could have escaped to, afterwards they proceed in the direction the robber left, only to discover his corpse in an alleyway not far from the shop.
While checking to see if the man was still alive, they found a note about a mission to rob the store undetected signed only by a weird symbol. When they realised the man was dead, they move the collar of the man’s coat to identify him and are met with the words “the shadows shall be our death” carved into the back of the man’s neck, still sticky with blood.
Before Lee could comment on the strange message, his supervisor Markus shows up to take the murder off his hands, stating that it was similar to a gang that had been causing trouble in the area. When Lee questions him he is quickly reminded that his position is not high enough to get involved with any murders.
After lots of restless nights Lee decided to investigate the strange message within the detective data base and finds that it was present in lots of different murders. However, none of the people seemed to be linked, whilst some where from gangs, others where everyday people who’d lost their jobs or had just started a low paying job, but they all had the same message caved into their skin.
Lee is quick to try and seek help from his assistant Cristopher, and they slowly collect the files of all the victims whereabouts before their untimely demise. They soon realised they had found a pattern in the previous locations of the victims all being around the area of a rundown neighbourhood, however before they could lower the area again to find a more precise location, the room bursts into flames. Injuring Cristopher in the process.
Lee stays with Cristopher while he recovers to find that he’d saved a few images on his phone, of not only the rough location of the where the victims were, but a photo list of people last seen with them. Whilst combing over these clues a man keeps reappearing in all of the list of people last seen with them. Lee manages to track down the man and begins to question him, however the man is quick to take out a knife and start carving into his skin, Lee manages to stop the man, but he was unaware of a pill the man had in his mouth, to which the man bites down on it killing him instantly.
Lee searches the man’s body for anymore clues and finds the badge belonging to his supervisor Markus in his back pocket. However, before Lee could comprehend what that means, he’s dragged away by his superiors, including Markus, to be interrogated. Lee was questioned heavily by his bosses, who where just about to let him off on a warning to not get involved for anything above his station. Only for the other officer to be knocked out by Markus, who then turns to Lee in order to kill him spotting nonsense that “the victims revelled in the true pleasure of darkness and gladly do whatever it is that the dark lord would require of them, that now included him to clear up his loose ends.” 
Lee just narrowly escapes Markus, and runs to escape the building, but not before grabbing his assistant Cristopher, knowing he would be the only one he could potentially trust. However as Lee and Cristopher’s tension rises trying to solve where to go next with their case, they get into a very heated argument, in which Cristopher states that the only reason Lee was being as horrible as he was is because he thinks that everyone is about to turn around and be like Markus, this cause Lee to have an idea, they follow Markus when they see that he is in the rundown neighbourhood and he leads them to the location they were trying to find.
However, whilst there, Cristopher can’t seem to let go of his and Lee’s argument and how little Lee actually seems to care for him, whilst Lee is trying to hear what Markus and a mysteriously cloaked figure are trying to say, but all he could here was “sacrifice, 2 days, new recruit needed” which causes him to snap at Cristopher to shut up so he could listen. To which Cristopher pushes Lee from around the corner they were hiding and being discovered by the cult, only just escaping in a getaway van they had prepared.
After they were back into the safety of their home, they eventually came up with the idea that Cristopher should use the lack of promotion and how bad his life was getting as well as their argument to make a convincing case to have the cult possibly accepting him into their cult as a new member. Once Cristopher was inside the cult, he sneaks Lee into the abandoned factory that the cult was using to carry out their investigation and collect as much evidence they could against both Markus and the cult. Unfortunately, Lee was found and captured by the cult, who then declared that he’d be their sacrifice. Cristopher manages to free himself from the cultist and slips away calling for backup and now needing to stall the cult for five minutes. In those five minutes however, Christopher was unable to protect Lee who has his arm brutally cut off and thrown into a fire pit.
Thankfully the story has a happy ending with backup arriving just in time to save Lee from bleeding out. Arresting all the cult members including Markus and one of the high ranked detectives that both him and Lee would be receiving a high promotion after lots of internal investigations.
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Blurb: ThOLilghtS

Emily always seems trapped in
her own headspace. She thinks ;
she’s broken, she doesn't want
to seem unsual to the people
around her so spends time
trying to make others feel less
broken and listens to their
problems. However things
between her friends get rocky
and slowly more and more Details:
secrets are revealed and lots of
arguments. Can Emily stop all
her relationships from falling
apart or will her own secrects
be their downfall?

Note from author:
From growing up dealing with a lot
of mental health problems and
feeling as though the whole world is

on my shoulders and that my
promblems are burdens | partnered
up with a mental health charity to
break the cycle and make teens feel
less alone in the world and that
their problems are as valid as
anyone else’s and that help will
always be there if you look for it.
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