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Lecture schedule after reading week 
 
Week one – ethnographies: the people, social lives in practice  
 

 Living in a forest: Nayaka, India  

  Living in a desert: the Kalahari – the Ju/hoansi and the San 

 Living on an island: Onge, Andaman Islands 
 
Week two – what have h/gs got to do with evolution? 
 

 Evolution: a story written backwards. Issues with Social Evolutionary 
theories, straight lines and representation 

 Analogy – ethnoarcheaology’s aims and the problems of analogy 
 
 
Week three – hunter-gatherers: a category? 
  

 Hunter-gatherers – what is this category and label? Locations, 
characteristics. Noble savage? Milton and myth of eco-primitive. 
Nurit Bird-David – theory v observations 

 Subsistence and economics – can you understand a group by looking 
at how they get dinner? Sharing; the consumer or the producer; the 
original affluent society; the socio-economic consequences of 
property 

 
 
Week four – social structure: meat, control, gender 
  

 Egalitarianism, the hunting hypothesis, aggression, conflict resolution 
cross cultural comparisons 

 Accounting for culture – meat and sex  
 
 
In addition to the books listed below in the reading list 
there are a selection of pdfs and web links on Moodle that 
support each session. 
 



 
 
Essay questions 
Deadline: 28, May 2017 
Marking criteria are listed on Moodle 

 
1. ‘[T]here is no such thing as nature or culture’ (Strathern, 1980:177). 

Discuss with reference to human evolution generally and tool use 
specifically. 

2. Engels said that humans are either ‘collectors’ or ‘producers’ (1875). 
Using ethnographic information to illustrate your discussion, critically 
evaluate subsistence categories. 

3. The notion of the noble savage is the fundamental axiom underpinning 
the concept ‘hunter-gatherers’. Explore the accuracy and purpose of 
this assertion with reference to ethnographic examples. 

4. Has studying contemporary hunter-gatherers’ lifestyles helped solve 
puzzles about human evolution? With detailed reference to a specific 

social group critically evaluate the relevance of study. Critically 
examine the value of using ethnographic analogy to understand 
human evolution. 

5. The human evolution story is inherently racist and sexist – discuss. 
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The environment: nature/culture debates 
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