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Essay word count including, references and bibliography but not including question 1326
"Is it possible to determine who the ‘author’ of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi might have been? Evaluate the main theories that have been proposed in relation to this."
Introduction 
· Four Branches, brief description. 
· Structure of essay.
Author, redactor, scribe?
What is ‘author’? (Bennet, Royle)
(W. J. Gruffydd). Written by four writers.
Welsh Poetry ascribed to an author, prose no names attached. Traditionally prose acceptable to update for bards. 
(Rachel Bromwich) composition over centuries so many authors.

Written or oral transmission 
Tradition of oral narration in Wales (Davies).
Transmission role of cyfarwydd, narrating cyfarwyddyd.
Courtly story telling found in branches (Mac Cana, Davies).
Branches demonstrate earlier elements and stories, passed orally prior to writing down. 
· Rachel Bromwich, were the result of centuries of oral transmission.
Mythology, Celtic religion and pre-Christian gods, showing oral tradition time depth.  
· W. J. Gruffydd. Story of Pryderi and mythology behind extent version. 
Designed for oral performance (Koch).
Davies onomastic tags used are memory friendly to allow oral telling of story. Tentatively supports idea of oral composition.
Branch language reveals oral composition techniques and change, narratives reveal stitching together from different sources (Mac Cana).  Englyneion are earlier etc. Allows the narrative elements to have different roots, authors and incorporation date. 
· Bollard sees an oral construction between late eleventh early twelfth century. 
· Mac Canna, oral tradition updates, but one redactor.
Not much Arthurian elements added after watershed of History of Kings of Britain c1135. 
All this points to long oral development, many authors, with final redactor. 
Composition Date
Orthography, language structure, loan words, dating of lexicon, and grammar. provide date range.
i. Mac Cana  Grammar Middle Welsh  
ii. Ifor Williams. Spelling, lack French loan words, phonology before 1100. 
iii. Nutt  and Padel  before 1150, no Geoffrey influence
iv. Rodway, c1275-1300 verbal forms.
v. Ifor Williams c1060 latest c1116.  
vi. Lewis Saunders 1170 to1190 parallels Henrys’ II. 
Redactor/ author between general consensuses date 1050 to 1120, i.e. oral transmission time before attested written text c 1300-1325.
Identifying an author. 
Andrew Breeze controversially theory, assumes that it was written by a woman. Citing perceived interests and viewpoint of a woman in branches.
Cumulative effect of arguments, none strong on own. Arguments for identity circumstantial. Leads to assertion that it was written by Gwenllian, reasons in 19 points. Suggests written following after her time in Ireland. 
Believes similarities to style and words used in works of Hywel ab Owain Gwynedd her poet Nephew supports idea.
i. Lack of comparative female writers of the period, impossible to test ideas, (Rodway) 
ii. No conclusive evidence. 
iii. Believes illiterate.
iv. Criticized by academics.
More plausible, if a single composer, that someone literate with access to a library e.g. monks, lawyers, e.g.  Sims Williams believes cleric from Clynnog Fawr.

Tolstoy identifies him as the pencerdd, chief poet, of King of Dyfed. 
Dating of the composition to 1018 to 1024, each written over 2 years. Based on Viking influence.  
i. Bendigedvran based on Brian Boromha, (Celtic Blessed Bran better)  Mael Sechnaill inspired  Matholwch. 
ii. The name Bronwen based on Rowen, (but Bran2 wen Celtic entomology better).
iii. The sub story of Llassar and his Wife escaping to Britain based on Ethelred’s slaughter attempt on Vikings. 
Not generally accepted in Celtic academia circles, ignores latest ideas, and literature. Example, first crowning of King in London was in 1066 after  proposed composition date (Gruffydd). Outside consensus date.
Iustyn Daniels identifies Llywelyn Offeiriad, nicknamed Cneppyn Gwerthynion, a thirteenth century member of the order of friar preachers. Based on similarities to the text Ymborth yr Enaid, particularly Pryd y Mab, written between 1233 and 1282. 
But: 
i. No Arthurian influences.
ii. Limited French words etc. indicate earlier date. 
iii. Selective use of features to support identification (Rodway).
E. Rees identifies Rhygyfarch 1056/57 -1090 from St David’s, wrote a Latin life of St David. Rees sees the Branches as a neo-platonian, particularly Macrobius, creation of new mythology and gods, a, ‘cymricisation of classical tradition of mythology and astral lore and philosophy’, which only Rhygyfarch or his family would be able to create, events linked to Norman invasions, and William. Only circumstantial evidence link Rhygyfarch and branches. 
i. Ignores clear Celtic and Mythology influences.
ii. Lack of other astrological literature. 
iii. Clear oral performance techniques. 
iv. Reasons for constructing four branches weak.  
Robin Stacey suggests ‘Iowerth ap Madog 1240?-1268 or one of his circle’ a brother of the poet Einion ap Madog  Iorwerth  a jurist, regarded as the final redactor of the ‘Venedotian Code,’  and according to  Stacey the Mabinogi ‘as we have it today’ Not much evidence to support idea, date appears too late. 
Conclusions 
The authorship of the Mabinogi has been argued for many years, and various arguments used to identify an author or to prove oral and/or multiple authorship.  Most convincing are those that see multiple pre-existing elements from oral tradition brought together and arranged by a final redactor/ author. The extent of the role of this final redactor in the editorial process is itself open to question. 
Scholars have attempted to identify a possible author, as seen, but all have floundered on the lack of evidence and the names proposed are, at best, possibilities and, as Rodway says ‘The question of Authorship of these tales is still wide open’.[footnoteRef:1] ‘ [1:  Simon Rodway “The Where, Who, When And Why Of Medieval Welsh Prose Texts: Some Methodological Considerations”; Studia Celtica, Volume 41, Number 1, (March 2007), pp. 47-89.] 

However, ‘There is a general consensus the tales were written down for the first time c1050-1120 though they circulated orally […] prior to this’.[footnoteRef:2] This oral tradition is suggested in the text itself as the storey tellers ‘draw attention to their sources’ setting themselves up as ‘Mouthpieces of tradition’.[footnoteRef:3] So the question who was the ‘author’, with it modern connotations, may be the wrong question to ask, if the Branches are a synthesis of oral retelling, any name revealed would be the final redactor rather than the cyfarwydd creators of the contributory elements. [2:  John Koch (Ed), Celtic Culture A Historical Encyclopedia.  Vol IV (Santa Barbara California: ABC-Clio, Inc 2006) p. 1207.]  [3:  Sioned Davies, The Mabiogion. pxiii.] 
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Assignment 4. Review of 5 web sites. 
Five websites were reviewed in November and December 2019, they were chosen to represent a range of available resource on the web from amateur to University supported sites. The following areas were considered, when evaluating the sites.
1. What information the sites hold?
2. Information usefulness and target users?
3. Information reliability? 
4. Data managed?
5. Sources identified, references, links provided to other information? 
6. Ease of site navigation?
7. Usefulness to academic study? 

CUMBRAEK[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  https://cumbraek.wordpress.com/  (Accessed 14.11.2019)] 

The site is subtitled ‘A modern reinvention of the lost Celtic language of Cumbria’ 
The website describes itself as recreating the lost Language of Cumbric, an ambitious idea given the lack of information about the language[footnoteRef:5]. The site is an attempt to raise the language’s profile. [5:   Kenneth Jackson Language and History in Early Britain ( Edinburgh 1953) p. 9.] 

The information is of use to amateur enthusiasts and for speakers of Welsh, Breton and Cornish who wish to compare the grammar developed, this is not a scholarly website and needs to be treated as such. The site acknowledges this is their own constructed version of the language, so it is not reliable or provable in any form. Accordingly, there are no references or identifiable sources.
The name of the authors and site manager is not readily apparent but can be found on a linked page as Neil Walley. There are links to other conlang[footnoteRef:6] sites. [6:   Conlang meaning constructed language] 

The site layout and graphics are good for an amateur site.
Overall a fun site, but very limited academic use.

WEB SITE OF DR KEN GEORGE[footnoteRef:7]   [7:   http://www.cornishlanguage.info/(Accessed 14.12.2019)] 

The landing page states. ‘This site contains papers, articles and slide-shows about Cornish by Dr Ken George’
Dr George[footnoteRef:8] has published many works on the Cornish Language, including chapters in Ball et all[footnoteRef:9] and a great deal of his research is on this personal website. Some of the papers are presentations made to various congresses, some have been published in Cornish Studies and Studia Celtica Presidium and peer reviewed, and others are made available for the first time to the general public. The form of publication or delivery is noted at the start of the paper so enabling visibility of peer review. [8:  See wiki reference for Dr George  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_George (Accessed 14.12.2019)]  [9:  Martin J. Ball, Nicole Muller (ed) The Celtic Languages (Routledge Languages Family Series) 2nd edition  Part III pp.488 536 and Part IV pp 753 68
] 

The site has pages covering the following.
· Metalinguistics.
· Phonology.
· Orthography.
· Morphology.
· Place names.
· Grammar.
· Rhymes.
· The traditional Texts.
· Teaching in Cornish.
· Articles in Cornish  on other subjects.
This information is useful for anyone interested in the Cornish languages.
The site is managed by Dr George and the sources in papers are acknowledged using the Harvard system of referencing; however some new research is unreferenced.
The site is visually very workmen like and there are no real graphics. Ease of use is not one of the strong points of the site, but internal page links are clear. Site navigation is not difficult but this is due to the restricted size rather than any inherent user features. An additional barrier is that some papers are published in Cornish.
Despite the poor presentation this is a valuable site for scholars of Cornish.

E-KELTOI[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  https://dc.uwm.edu/ekeltoi/   (Accessed 15.12.2019)] 

Operated by the Centre for Celtic Studies at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee under the name e-Keltoi: Journal of Interdisciplinary Celtic Studies. 
It is an open access website and is divided into Volumes covering the following;
· Volume 1: Diaspora.
· Volume 2: Cultural Survival. 
· Volume 3: Gender. 
· Volume 4: Nationalism. 
· Volume 5: Warfare. 
· Volume 7: Cyber Celtic. 
· Volume 8: Religion and Ideology. 
Whilst the volumes have not been recently updated, there are relatively modern papers included. The papers cover a range of subjects related to Celtic Studies and are useful to academics wanting a broad range of subject information and refereed papers.
Referencing is generally using Harvard System, but being a multidisciplinary site, other reference systems are used. The papers include information end notes and the site papers are peer reviewed.[footnoteRef:11] [11: Centre for Celtic Studies at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee E-KELTOI https://dc.uwm.edu/ekeltoi/about.html (accessed 15.12.2019)] 

The site is administered by UWM Libraries and they state ‘The journal is an integral part of the Centre’s mission to promote and disseminate research and communication related to Celtic cultures, past and present.’[footnoteRef:12]  [12: Centre for Celtic Studies at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee E-KELTOI https://dc.uwm.edu/ekeltoi/  (accessed 15.12.2019)] 

The site layout is good with relatively easy navigation and ability to download PDF versions of the papers. It is embedded in the University site and has access to a range of papers covering the other subject the university teaches. 
The site would benefit from more papers but t it does have a variety of papers and includes book reviews.
The site is recommended for academics doing Celtic Studies and related areas.

OXFORD DICTIONARY of NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  https://www-oxforddnb-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ (Accessed 18.12.2019)] 

The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford DNB)’ is the national record of men and women who have shaped British history and culture […] 60,000 men and women who died in or before the year 2012’[footnoteRef:14]. There are also over 500 themed items covering areas such as [14:   Oxford DNB, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography  https://www-oxforddnb-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/page/about ( accessed 19.12.2019)
] 

· First World War Lives
· Shakespearean Lives
· Scots and Scotland
· Wales and the Welsh
These allow study strands to be brought together for ease of use. The site also includes 11,000 portraits. 
This is a large and extensive site with articles on lives written by leading scholars, e.g. the Boson Family entry is written by Matthew Sprigs[footnoteRef:15]  and the reliability of data is good. [15:  See Wiki entry for Matthew Sprigs information  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Spriggs  ( accessed 19.12.2019)
] 

The entries’ date is given showing if it is a new or old Biography. The sources are given in the site but not references or footnotes.
The site has a General Editor Professor Sir David Cannadine[footnoteRef:16] and it is updated through the year. [16:  See Wiki entry for David Cannadine for information  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Cannadine (accessed 16.12.2019)] 

Given the size of the site the navigation is relatively easy and there is a search facility that enables particular people’s entry to be found easily.
The site is recommended for general public and start point for information on historical figures for academics looking outside of their own area of expertise.

DICTIONARY OF WELSH BIBLIOGRAPHY/ Y BYWGRAFFIADUR CYMREIG[footnoteRef:17]   [17:  https://biography.wales/  (Accessed 16.12.2019)] 

‘This website contains over five thousand concise biographies of individuals who have made a significant contribution to national life, whether in Wales or more widely.’[footnoteRef:18] [18:   University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies and NLW Dictionary Of Welsh Bibliography/ Y Bywgraffiadur Cymreig  https://biography.wales/  (Accessed 16.12.2019)
] 


The entries give author and date of entry indicating if latest thoughts on a subject have been incorporated. However, older entries are updated when new information becomes available.
The reliability of information is good with University[footnoteRef:19] and the National Library of Wales oversight. [19:  University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies] 


Navigation around the site is easy with A to Z of names and simple search facilities. 
There are links to other bibliographies on the website within the individual entries and there are links to other related sites, e.g. Wikipedia.

The site originated as a hard copy book; published by the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion, the current Editor is Professor Dafydd Johnston, Director of the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. The site is now jointly maintained and developed by NLW and the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies, with the support of the Cymmrodorion.

The quality of information is good and the site is recommended for general public and a start point for information on historic figures of Wales for academics looking outside of their own area of expertise.
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