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The magistrates are the government workers or civil servants who maintain the law and order in the particular jurisdiction in a city, state or district (Lexis, 2023). Similarly, as per the claim in Magistrates Association (2019), they are also popular as the righteousness of the equilibrium and they listen to the legal cases of the common people in the courts. This essay will encompass the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice in the UK context.
Magistrates in the UK are the volunteers who hear cases in courts in their community (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023). In the UK, in a magistrates' court, there are three magistrates or judges present to maintain legal decorum in their decision-making. However, Turner (2022) has argued that only one magistrate makes the preceding during the hearings in the legal district courts of the UK. Similarly, the single magistrate has the only power or authority to speak in the UK magistrate courts. Apart from this in the UK, the senior district judge is considered the chief magistrate and their tenure is for five years foundation (Lexis, 2023).
In the history of the UK, in recent times, the massive recruitment of magistrates has taken place. According to the report of Gayle (2022), it was the biggest recruitment of nearly 4000 that happened in 650 years of the legal recruitment era of the UK. The recruitment process was held through an online application, and it was a revolutionary recruitment process in the UK. Also, as per the Ministry of Justice (2020), in 2020, there were nearly 13,177 magistrates in the UK. Among the powerful magistrates in the UK, Sir John Fielding was the most famous one and he is famous for the name such as Blind Beak of Bow Street. However, Historic London Tours (2022) has critically disclosed that Sir John Fielding became blind due to an accident, but he could identify nearly 3000 criminals by their voice. On the contrary, as per the report of New Law Journal (2013), the magistrate named Sarfraz Ibrahim was convicted due to bribery of nearly £20,000 to drop a court case. It was the major corruption in UK magistrate law in recent years and it has defamed the names and posts of the honourable judges.
The magistrates are responsible for maintaining any law and order-related judgments in the district or lower courts in a constitution. Similarly, in Lexis (2021), it has been explained that to maintain and pursue trials in courts, the magistrates are the responsible persons. On the other hand, warrant-related issues like issuing a warrant, to cancel of any warrant or putting a stay order on any warrant on any person, are communicated and directed by the magistrates in the lower courts. Similarly, to maintain procedural steps of any cases in federal courts with standard and hybrid procedures, the magistrates are the considered person in the preceding (Lexis, 2023).
On the other hand, if any case is going in a different direction, the follow-up cases to counter the preliminary case can be accepted by magistrates. Similarly, magistrates can hold any primary proceedings in the courts to get more pieces of evidence or to decline the current proof. In short, magistrates are responsible and have the last say on any lower court precedents based on the shreds of evidence. Also, crime-related cases can be handled in magistrates' courts and preliminary trials or execute fresh trials can be initiated through magistrates. In such a way, the magistrates can help the law-and-order protectors like police and social workers to make peace and legal rules in society. Furthermore, as per GOV.UK (2013), the magistrates are directly involved to provide any internal community conflict solutions in the judicial area, and they can launch any legal action in such mass violations. Eventually, preserving civil rights in society according to the constitution is also a duty of magistrates for the betterment of society and law and order.
The magistrates have the advantages in terms of their local area knowledge and the relatable information about the local actions from the communities. Local knowledge and local identification help them to know the actions and counteractions of the people in any critical situation (Magistrates Association, 2022). Also, through the local whereabouts, the magistrates can easily take the help of local communities to maintain law and order according to the constitutions.
The magistrate is the trustable post in the locality. However, it is argued that the trust can get demolished if they do not provide versatile thinking and honest knowledge in the cases. Due to listing or solving similar cases, a few magistrates often avoid critical thinking to process with kindness. They avoid unique evidence to clear the trial with their indifferent judgments and therefore, justice does not serve as it should.
Apart from this argument, the magistrates are the honourable counsellors of the governments to protect the law in society. Therefore, they get a fixed salary with legal benefits such as ruling power in courts, security and so on. Similarly, for example, in the UK, the Lord Chancellor provides a special allowance to the magistrates to determine and pay respect for their duties (Lexis, 2020). The allowances are connected through the Consolidated Fund of the government, and they also get lifetime pension facilities from the government after their retirements.
On the contrary, the requirements of experience to become a magistrate can be a disadvantage (Lexis, 2023). For this reason, the magistrates are often appointed as older persons and therefore, the decisions can vary with their age and times. They may avoid modern circumstances to keep the law intact in a few cases. Similarly, magistrates often need legal advisors to keep their decisions according to the current requirements.
The multiple views for justice for the benefit of the localities make the magistrates the respected personalities in the districts or towns. Therefore, the local people have faith and believe in the magistrates. Belief and support are the main advantages of magistrates to maintain their tenure in particular districts in a successful manner.
Between 2010 and 2019, more than half of the courts were closed throughout England and Wales. In this case, the magistrates prefer to engage in face-to-face hearing rather than using better technology to deliver justice. Eventually, in June 2021, there were over 386,000 in the magistrates' courts and 58,000 outstanding Crown Court cases (Lawsociety.org.uk, 2022). In this context, the magistrates enjoy the advantages of being concerned about the value of having magistrates who can understand local issues at a hearing. The magistrates are also valued in terms of court closure since it is necessary to apply to a magistrates' court for an order under specific sections (Lexis, 2022). The public notices of court closure are required to give 28 days before the magistrates' hearing.
The characteristics of the advantages of the magistrates in the exercise of justice in England and Wales are commitment and reliability, good character, sound judgement, social awareness, understanding and communication and maturity and sound temperament. According to Lexis (2023), the magistrates’ court is also characterised by the judicial review which is a process in which the courts practice a supervisory jurisdiction over the exercise of public functions by public bodies. On the other hand, the magistrates are expected to be fair, capable of transparent decision-maker and impartial in terms of characteristics. The magistrates must be decisive and capable of producing reasoned opinions in an unbiased, transparent, and impartial way. They also need to assimilate huge amounts of information and discover relevant issues.
Since the trained volunteers selected from the local communities are considered the magistrates in the UK, they have the capabilities to deal with a huge range of civil and criminal proceedings. However, it is highly criticised that the UK magistrates are not paid, which is an advantage. Still, they fall under the allowances. Eventually, as an advantage, both the magistrates' courts and country courts are considered as the branch of the judiciary and both the judges and magistrates are appointed by and derive their authority from the Crown (Lexis, 2022). There are also jurisdictions in the magistrates' courts for investigating and determining a wide range of situations falling into the category of abuse (Lexis, 2022).
Over the last two decades, the role of the lay magistrates in England and Wales has progressively been undermined by protected processes of reform. According to Donoghue (2014), the current proposals of the government aim to reorientate and empower their functions by creating new magisterial responsibilities and these proposals embody needful and significant areas for reform. However, it is arguably stated that the lay magistrates possess distinct technocratic advantages along with offering valuable checks on professional power.
It can be summarised that while the magistrates have a greater connectivity with the local community rather than district judges, they are often not considered as the representatives of the society. Still, based on their responsibilities and contribution, they can be marked as occupying a beneficial position in the legal paradigm in the UK.
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