
RESEARCH SKILLS 

Stages of research:  

1. Formulation of a working hypothesis / question 

• What do you want to find out?

• What’s your area of interest?

• What do you already know / suppose about the topic?


 

2. Preparation and research planning.  

• What, why, where, who and how? 

• What type of data will you need?

• How are you going to approach the project/study? What method(s) will you use? (Practice, 

interviews, surveys?)

• What are your sources? (Books, people, journals, practice?)


3.  Collection of data / practice period (in practice as research) 

• Do your project, your research, your practice

• Collect your data 

• Record your findings (in practice as research this may be video, note taking, voice recordings, 

drawings etc)


4. Analysis of data 
	 

• Review what happened

• Look for patterns

• Refine your questions

• Collate your qualitative findings 


5. Drawing conclusions 

• Evaluate your process 

• Present your work 

• Reference and credit your sources 


Top Tips for a successful research project: 

• Follow your interest(s)

• Keep it specific

• Good quality sources

• Read throughout the process 

• Take notes 

• Monitor and evaluate 

• Zotero!


