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 “Is the criminal justice system in England and Wales in crisis?”, Joana Cherry.
This essay will be discussing the above statement from MP Joana Cherry. It will be examining a variety of arguments regarding the above statement whether “is the criminal justice system in England and Wales in crises.” This essay will be looking at some key theories and reforms that could replace or upgrade the criminal justice system in England and Wales and whether it is possible. At the end of this essay, it will be clear how many arguments agree with the above statement and show how crucial it is for there to be some change in how the criminal justice system in England and Wales works.
[bookmark: _Int_DgyMsfkc][bookmark: _Int_tIYq5dmA]To be able to assess whether the criminal justice system in England and Wales is in crisis, it is noteworthy to know what the criminal justice system is, what it entails and how it works in present society. The criminal justice system is devised of a merged associated responsible for administrating justice. It is an organization including the crown prosecution service, the police, and the prison system, (How a criminal case works, Crown Prosecution Service). In the criminal justice system, all criminal cases are first heard in the Magistrate Court, where the defendant depending on their offence, either being summery or either-way offences are either dealt with straightaway, charged, and sanctioned, for example a summary offence being speeding they would be fined. An either-way offence depending on the severity of it, can be heard either in the Magistrate or the Crown court. If the offence is an indictable offence, such as manslaughter, it is always only heard in the Crown Court, (Structure of the Courts and Tribunals Systems). If the defendant wants to appeal their conviction, then they can appeal in the Court of Appeal and could then be heard in the Supreme Court which is the highest court in the UK legal system. 
Richard Garside and Roger Grimshaw in their Centre for Crime and Justice Studies have identified the UK justice system being a cardinal principle and setting an important national and international standard from its court system being independent of direct political interference.
There are many issues with the current criminal justice system in England and Wales, one of those being the increasing shortages of criminal solicitors and the lack of recruitment. Solicitors are working day and night and often working overtime for people who have gotten arrested to get free legal advice that they are entitled to. Due to constant overworking, 1 in 4 solicitors have stopped providing representation to people in police stations since 2017, (Criminal justice system statistics). There is a significant lack of solicitors practicing criminal law due to the demanding job entails and lack of satisfactory wages deterring people from wanting to do criminal law. To tackle this problem there should be more awareness and advertisement of what a criminal justice system solicitor entails in schools, job centers and the public. There should also be an increase of wages for criminal solicitors for them to be encouraged to study to become a solicitor who specializes in criminal law. The government should do more to make work in the legal profession more attractive to young people wanting to start a career in the criminal justice system.
A benefit of the criminal justice system in England and Wales is the use of the jury in Crown court cases. The Jury is impartial, they are randomly selected from the public and come from diverse backgrounds thus making the jury impartial and not biased, (Jury Service: How the Jury works, Gov.uk). They are not influenced or pressured by external forces therefore, they will make their decision from their own mind and factual evidence in court – they can decide on fairness and not only on the word of law. 
Another issue with the criminal justice system is the lack of funding available for the expansion of the English and Welsh Prison detention system and the increase in the number of defendants being held in custodial remand. The quarterly statistics regarding the criminal justice system provided by the Ministry of Justice, found that for indictable offences the custody rate increased between 2013 and 2018, rising further in the last two years which included 0.8pp increase in the last year to 33.5%. Also, the number of defendants held in custody remand is at its highest level for 50 years for defendants being held for longer periods awaiting trials. 52% of defendants were remanded in custody at the Crown court last year, an increase from 51% in 2022, (Criminal Justice system quarterly statistics, Ministry of Justice). A reform for this could be a reduction in the period spent between arrest and trial to be as short as possible – this can only be done if there is an increase in the Criminal solicitor's profession.
On the other hand, an advantage of the criminal justice system in England and Wales is fair trials. The English and Welsh criminal justice system makes sure every suspect and defendant have a right to a fair trial under Article 6: Right to a fair trial in the Human Rights Act 1998. As well as a right to legal representation and your trial being heard in a reasonable time frame.
A significant problem with the prison system is the lack of cell space in prisons and overcrowding all over the UK. This issue has been brewing for many years and is at its highest in 2024. Since 2010, there have been significant cuts in budgets for prison space development while prison sentences continued to increase, approximately 10% of current prisoners are in accommodation that is not rated ‘decent’ by the prison service, (The Crisis in Prisons, the Institute for Government). This issue has not been addressed yet by past Prime Ministers and if it continues to fester the prison system will collapse. The prison population increased by 70% in the last 30 years, (Prison: The facts 2022). A reform for this would be an increase of government funding into the prison system and to the development of new cells in prisons.
A key issue with the English and Welsh criminal justice system is that its focused more on short-term solutions to deal with a crisis in a sector of the criminal justice system then long-term solutions. An example of this is the high rates of re-offending offenders with 24.9% of released offenders re-offending in the years 2021-22, (Re-offenders rates, Statista). Even though it the rate has decreased since 2009, there should be more planning and work put into place by the government to help prevent offenders from re-offending such as putting more direct focus on investing in a long-term rehabilitation centers that offenders are required to attend for a certain amount of time depending on the severity of their crime. 
[bookmark: _Int_iztnOWZI]In conclusion, it is clear from the variety of arguments and findings that there is a crisis in the UK criminal justice system. As examined above it is clear to see that Parliament, Government and judiciary need to bear in mind that the criminal justice system is a series of institutions that are interconnected and depend on each other; the prosecutors, defense solicitors, the police, the judges. If one of these institutions is not working as it should be then it will affect all the other institutions and there will be a crisis. This is the case today in the criminal justice system. It is stagnant. If there is no progress for reform, then the criminal justice system will truly become useless.
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