13/05/2021

HASHTAG ISLAM

How

Cyber-Islamic GARY R. BUNT
Environments
Are ' CREATING CULTURE
Transforming
Religious

Authority RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY, POWER AND THE

INTERNET

GARY R. BUNT

CYBER ISLAMIC
ENVIRONMENTS

RESEARCH FOCUS

Virtually Islamic: Researching Islam,

Muslims and the Internet
Gary R. Bunt



METHODOLOGICAL
APPROACHES

‘snapshots’ of websites, social media
and other online materials

recording/archiving of online

phenomena associated with Islam,
Muslims and the internet (going back
28 years+)

focusing on aspects of religious
expression, networking and identity,
especially in ‘western’ contextual
frameworks

Interaction across platforms
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Cyber Islamic

environments
Technological Diverse
shifts interfaces
socidl Mobile
media

* materials shown here can be accessed
across devices and formats

* content is in the public domain

* the majority of the material here is ‘Sunni’

orthodox Islam, but I do look at other

branches/diversity issues elsewhere in my

12

research
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I first used the term information souq back in 1999

— it has different connotations to traditional sougs in RESEARCH questions

relation to marketplaces, but there is still the notion

of ‘shopping around’ for opinions and advice
The Islamic information marketplace has its when #Islam is ‘always on’, does
own dynamics, and reflects concepts
associated with the ‘long tail’ of demand and
supply,* showing that in some cases micro- understanding of religious values
demand for religious products, ideas and
services can be fulfilled.

this aid or impede clarity and

by Muslims, particularly in

‘western’ contexts?

* Chris Anderson

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH QUESTIONS

RESEARCH questions « How do online environments challenge

How is the immediacy and ‘searchability’ of traditional models of authority?

in what ways do social media impact the internet impacting on notions of Islamic
« What is the influence and impact of digitally
literate religious scholars and authorities
goes beyond traditional boundaries of
understanding? *E 8 e imams, mullahs, and shaikhs?
How have different internet hierarchies of

. . . religious authority online?
upon notions of religious

e What are the new roles for Islamic

religious authority developed specifically in
Influencers?

;9 relation to social media?
s DOWNLOAD
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RESEARCH TRENDS

Traditional authorities have in some
cases been challenged and usurped
online by contenders, whose authority in
some cases is based as much on digital
proficiency and online networks as on

traditional training and values.
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RESEARCH TRENDS

not everything is in the public domain
attention spans, multitasking and constant
scrolling impact on digital consumption
this impacts on everyday concepts of
religious knowledge and identity, and also
raises radicalisation concerns.

digital footprints may stray off the ‘Straight
Path’ into other zones

RESEARCH TRENDS

millennials, Generation Z and digital
natives may respond more to aspects
of online authority than ‘analogue’
equivalents.

RESEARCH TRENDS

Time for research and development of tools
isn’t necessarily built in for those in a
competitive information souq

response times for tech issues from
’authorities’ (especially of different
generations) can be slow.

Different demographics for different
software/hardware
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RESEARCH TRENDS

. religious expression presents across a
variety of digital platforms, and can be
consumed 24:7

. immediacy in circulating an opinion may be
at the price of reflection time.

. technology moves faster than society (and
organisations) requiring constant ‘catch-up’

. software/hardware don’t have society
protocols (or guides) in place indicating
methodologies for adoption and utilisation —
it’s a process of trial and error

. early adopters of technology have benefitted
in terms of cyber-Islamic environments, but
there have been some spectacular failures
too




There can be a relationship between a
presentation of Islam online, and its
‘analogue’ equivalent.

the digital cacophony may require
gatekeepers and guidance

technology trends evolve: tools from a few
years’ ago become less relevant (software
and hardware)

diversity is the key to interpretation of online
materials

no homogenous online identities

difficulty for organisations/platforms competing
with fluid social media from diverse sources

intensified relationship between individuals and
devices, especially with digital natives
(generational issues)

apps and other media require investment, time,
experience and input (funding considerations
apply in terms of influences)

the algorithms of ‘Sheikh Google’ mediate
amongst the information overload of ‘fatwas’

and religious opinions

Source: MslinVillage

RESEARCH TRENDS

No assumptions that consumption is focused
on religious content.

Religion is a smaller component in much wider
digital media consumption patterns in Muslim
population contexts: streaming, social media,
news, shopping, pornography, gaming, etc.

13/05/2021

+ traditional sources and spheres develop
and maintain digital interfaces to
acquire relevance (otherwise risking
obsolescence)
diverse religious perspectives contest
for audiences, reflecting on multimedia
approaches from a variety of players.

how do organisations and platforms
respond to contemporary concerns in
the light of continually shifting religious
and media contexts?

ONLINE IDENTITIES



Online Identities

¢ reflect diversity between and within
Muslim identities

® beyond simple ‘Sunni’, ‘Shi’'i’, ‘Sufi’, etc.

¢ the complexities of contemporary and
historical understandings play out online

Enthusiasts/supporters

readers/supporters
(tacit)

Online Identities

® New online identities emerge

® Multiple identities, informed by diverse
factors associated with gender, location,
language, ethnicity, culture, etc.

¢ Anonymity is a key factor online

Reader types
Religious

Political

/ Regional
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CULTURE(S)

RELIGIOUS IDENTITIES

(GENDER) STATE ATTITUDES )

= : » GENERATION
(LeBTal) CIE ONLINE IDENTITIES

digital literacy
LANGUAGE(S)

(tocatons)
availability online TECHNOLOGY
censorship

INTERFACES availability

social media
education

INTERNET ACCESS —

evolving technol digital divide

3G/4G+ U o8y,

mobile phone use

INFLUENCES ON CIE ONLINE IDENTITIES
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Factors associated with
the reduced digital divide
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Influencers
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Immediacy

Social media have been applied to provide everyday
updates on aspects of religious authority and
interpretation.

A generation of web-friendly imams and scholars now
utilises social media in numerous languages, attaining
high profiles and levels of influence.
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IslamQA.info
® Al Jazeera described Al-Munajjid as a leading
‘Salafi’, who was influencing Al Qaeda and
ISIS.

IslamQA.info IslamQA.info

IslamQA.info was founded by the Syrian-
born Shaykh Muhammad Saalih al-Munajjid
(1960-) in Saudi Arabia in 1997, which in
Internet terms makes it one of the long-
standing fatwa/question sites in a web
format.

® Al-Munajjid is criticised by other Muslim
websites, including those who defined
themselves as ‘pure Salafi’.

* the content has evolved since IslamQA’s inception, to
include in 2015 material in 13 languages, presented in
web format - but also using diverse social media,
including WhatsApp.

® Al-Munajjid has been negatively deemed to be

associated with the Egyptian ‘reformer’ and
Muslim Brotherhood ideologue, Sayyid Qutb

(1906-1966).
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https://almunajjid.com/tv-programs/lessons/900
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& Answer

+ NewAnswers

suiideare flawed in oth thiechains of nar
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Meaning of invoking blesin
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tis not permissibi o buy pork and feed it non-Musims.
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Ruling o using American Express reward ponts
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Ruling on praying aganst one's children
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& Important Topics

Alliance and Amity,
Disavowal...

Rulings on prayer

o @

THE TOLERANCE OF ISLAM

Rights of spouses

How Prayer is Done

Ruling on using American Express reward points
s 22973 e na +
Question
'
hereis a
75 iyas for isa fee of 150y
issued payment,up to 3 months.
for
Youwith all good.
Answer
Praise be to Allah
Firsty
u are free of
2. Charging a fee forissuing an "unloaded" (not prepaid) credit card that s higher than the actual costs involved.
. ifthe card it and
anything more than that comes under the heading of iba (usury).
4.Buying gold, siver and currency with an *unloaded" card

v

When she is praying, whispers come to her about sexual matters

7 88106 N Aa
Question

There s (whispers f prays, and she always thinks ab |
matters whilst praying. How can she rid herself pers? Does she have prayer every time?

Answer

Praise be to Allah.
Firstly:

Waswasah (compulsive thoughts) is a kind of sickness that stems from the Shaytaan gaining control over a person, or when a person is
overpowered by his nafs that is inclined to evil. Hence the remedy for that is to strengthen your faith and weaken the Shaytaan's
leverage over you; to do alot of acts of worship and turn to Allah, remembering Him (dhikr), lorifying Him (tasbeeh) and seeking His
forgiveness; to resort to prayer; and to turn to Allah, may He be exalted, and beseech Him to relieve you of this evil and harm. For He,
may He be glorified,is the best to respond, and He is more merciful to His slave than he is to himself. Allah, may He be exalted, says

(interpretation of the meaning):

77
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She is suffering from obesity; is there a shar'i remedy for that?

<~ 7 83001 N Aa +
L]

Question
&

Tam very, very obese, and carry far 5 1 day, as well as the nafil

(supererogatory) prayers, and I only eat when I get hungry. Please tell
help me to reduce my weight.

Answer

Praise be to Allah,
Obesity may be due to a kind of sickness or hormonal imbalance in the body. Treating that should be referred to specialists.

And it may be due to overeating and not adhering to the etiquette prescribed by Islam. The way to treat thatis by always mentioning
the name of Allah before eating, and praising Him after eating, and reducing one’s intake of food. AtTirmidhi (2830) and Ibn Maajah

(3349) narrated that Miqdaam ibn Ma'di Karib said:  heard the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) say: *A
human being flls o worse vessel than his stomach. Itis suffiient for a human being to eat afew mouthfuls to keep his spine straight.

Butif! for food, one- d one-third for air." classed as saheeh by al-Albaani

in Saheeh at-Tirmidhi.

Principles of Figh  Jurisprudence and Islamic Rulings  Transactions

Using cookies [computer files] for online marketing

# 296546 | Publication : 11-02-2

Question

What s the ruling on putting ads for products on my website according to what visitors to my blog are looking for?
In other words, if a visitor is looking for movies, for example, then before he enters my blog, a cookie file will be
made for him, then when he goes to my personal website, the cookies will be used to target an ad according to
what he is looking for.

Answer

Praise be to Allah.

78
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As for advertising movies, which you mentioned, that are not allowed, because movies contain many haraam things
such as free mixing, music and wanton adornments, let alone promoting crime, corrupt beliefs and moral

corruption.

The Muslim who publicizes and promotes such films is in grave danger; he must mend his ways and save himself

and his religious commitment.

It was narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said:
“Whoever calls others to guidance will have a reward like that of those who follow it, without that detracting from
their reward in the slightest. And whoever calls others to misguidance will have a burden of sin like that of those
who follow it, without it detracting from their burden in the slightest.” Narrated by Muslim (2674).

The Muslim should not think lightly about the issue of haraam ads, because what he regards as trivial or

insignificant could lead to his doom and corrupt his religious commitment. We ask Allah to keep us safe and sound.

Itwas narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “A person
may utter a word that pleases Allah, thinking nothing of it, by means of which Allah raises him several degrees in
status. And a person may utter a word that angers Allah, thinking nothing of it, because of which he may fallinto
Hell.” Narrated by al-Bukhaari (6478).
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URLS USED IN DISCUSSION

Itis known to Internet users that cookie files are something unique to each user, and it is known that people do not

like websites to pay attention to their visits and find out about their previous surfing. Websites’ use of these files is a

violation of users’ privacy, and it is not permissible to access those files except with the ser's permission.

Based on that, pages and websites that want to use these files must inform visitors of that, alerting users to the

matter in a clear way that the users can easily see, so that they will be aware of where they stand.
Condlusion:

‘There is nothing wrong with putting ads on your private website, on condition that they are free of haraam things
and do not promote haraam things.

That is on condition that you let visits that ill show ad: iate to each visitor, based on

cookies placed on his computer.

And Allah knows best.

CONCLUDING POINTS
INSIDE THE FATWA
MACHINE: #ISLAM,

AUTHORITY AND THE NET
IMAM IMPACT
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questions emerge on how to respond to this
information overload of authority and
opinions?

continually shifting media contexts

no ‘central’ authority = information overload
of potential online influences

Methodological and research challenges
continue.
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diversity is the key to interpretation of online
materials

difficulty for organisations/platforms competing
with fluid social media from diverse sources

intensified relationship between individuals and
devices, especially with digital natives
(generational issues)

apps and other media require investment, time,
experience and input (funding considerations
apply in terms of influences)
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