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In Chapter 8, Groom and Potrac explore the profound influence of Jean Piaget’s cognitive development theory on educational psychology and learning theory. Piaget’s work is positioned as a cornerstone in understanding how learners actively construct knowledge rather than passively receive information.
Core Concepts:
· Constructivism: The chapter emphasizes Piaget’s constructivist view where children build mental models of the world through interaction and experience.
· Stages of Development: Groom and Potrac outline Piaget’s four developmental stages—sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, and formal operational—highlighting how each stage represents a qualitatively different mode of thinking.
· Schemas and Adaptation: The review details Piaget’s concepts of schemas (mental frameworks), assimilation (integrating new information into existing schemas), and accommodation (modifying schemas when new information doesn’t fit), which collectively explain how knowledge evolves.
· Active Learning: Piaget’s insistence on active learning, where learners engage with their environment and through discovery learning, challenges traditional didactic teaching methods.
Critical Reflections:
Groom and Potrac note that while Piaget’s stages have been foundational, later research critiques the rigidity of stage boundaries and underestimation of social and cultural influences on learning (areas later addressed by Vygotsky and others). The chapter also discusses Piaget’s impact beyond psychology, influencing pedagogy by encouraging educators to create environments that promote exploration and cognitive conflict.
Overall Impression:
The chapter provides a clear and accessible overview of Piaget’s theory, situating it within the broader landscape of learning theories. Groom and Potrac successfully communicate Piaget’s legacy as a learning theorist who redefined education by shifting the focus onto the learner’s active role in knowledge construction.

