Since 1707 Parliament has been one of the main bodies of the UK government. Parliament checks the works of government, makes and debates laws and approves government spending and taxation. This essay will discuss the issues surrounding parliamentary sovereignty and whether parliament is the supreme governing body. It can be seen from the discussions within this essay that parliament is in fact supreme above the other governing bodies. 
Parliamentary sovereignty is a principle from the UK constitution. The UK constitution is neither a written nor an unwritten constitution as it is only partly written, meaning that the basic, foundation laws, (known as primary legislation) are written in what is called the constitution. An example of this would be the Human Rights Act 1998. Additions to primary legislation, known as secondary legislation, in the form of case law, precedents and acts are used to adapt the law to suit the forever changing world. The UK uses this because it is seen as more democratic, the people are not bound by the decisions of past generations, and it allows for each generation to influence the constitution (The Constitution Society, n.d.).
There are 3 principles within the UK constitution, these principles include: Rule of Law, separation of powers and parliamentary sovereignty. According to Role UK (2016), the Rule of Law ensures that “public authority is bound by and accountable before pre-existing, clear, and known laws”. This means that no one is above the law and that any person can be punished and prosecuted. Therefore, this protects the human rights of all citizens as it ensures that those in positions of power, such as the government and its officials, are bound by the same rules and are unable to get away with something that an ordinary citizen could not. 
[bookmark: _Int_xxbUBeJX]Moreover, the separation of powers is the idea that the three main governing bodies: parliament, the government and the judiciary all have separate roles in the governing of the country. In the UK, the separation of powers does not occur in its entirety because whereas Parliament, the Government and the judiciary all have separate jobs to do, they still communicate with each other about what they are doing, but the separation does still exist. For example, parliament (which is made up of the House of Lords and the House of Commons), is in charge of overlooking what the government is doing by holding meetings and scrutinising the work of the government but is also in charge of the creation and discussion of possible new law. The government's role is the day-to-day management of the country, and they make the decisions on where taxes should be distributed. The Judiciary’s role is to interpret and apply the laws made by parliament within the court system. There have been cases in which a judge has created a precedent which would add on to an existing law. An example of this would be in the case R v R (1991) which established marital rape as a criminal offence.
[bookmark: _Int_uCuCL8no] 	The third principle of the UK constitution Is Parliamentary sovereignty which, put shortly, is the supremacy of parliament. This is because it is the supreme law-making body in the UK. Parliamentary sovereignty gives parliament the power to create or repeal any law and the decisions made in parliament cannot be overruled by the courts. However, judges have small amounts of power to interpret statutory legislation, which removes some of Parliament's supremacy and infringes on the separation of powers. On the other hand, judges have a limited amount of power in this sense because they must interpret the law in a way in which they believe Parliament intended. Nevertheless, judges can also make laws, known as case law and can set precedents, which must be followed by later judges dealing with cases of a similar nature. Similarly, to statutory interpretation, this gives judges some power in law making. Yet, Parliament can still overrule case law, highlighting its supremacy. 
Additionally, Albert Venn Dicey explains parliamentary sovereignty by his three principles, the first being that parliament is supreme. Dicey’s second principle is that Parliament is unable to pass any laws that would prevent future parliaments from changing it and parliament is not bound by any past parliamentary decisions. The fact that parliament cannot be bound by a past parliament means that change can be implemented that suits the current views of the public. (UK Parliament, 2022). Dicey’s third principle of parliamentary sovereignty is that no one can question the validity of parliament’s law. This third principle is not entirely true as if the courts interpret a statute in a way that it is deemed to go against the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) then the legislation can be declared incompatible, and it is then up to parliament to decide whether they change the law.	
A further argument against parliamentary sovereignty is that when passing a law, parliament must receive Royal assent which means that the monarch must agree upon and sign the bill for it to become law. Although the monarch is not legally obligated to give royal assent, they do have a moral obligation to do so as the law has been debated back and forth in parliament until both the House of Commons and the House of Lords have agreed upon a final bill. The process of making a law consists of a proposal, known as a bill, which can start in either house and then becomes discussed by both houses, being passed back and forth, making changes and additions to the bill. Once the House of Commons and the House of Lords have come to an agreement on the bill, it is proposed to the monarch for royal assent. Once given royal assent, it is officially a new law.
Furthermore, Parliament is bound by the HRA. This means that any law passed by Parliament must coincide with this act. Therefore, it can be argued that Parliament is not supreme because the act provides limitations to any bills it is considering. However, due to the power of Parliament, it can repeal this act at any time, which shows that it has enormous amounts of power. This shows that the doctrine of Parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component within the UK’s constitution because it controls the governing of the entire country. 
One of the ways that parliament has limited its sovereignty is by the delegation of powers to bodies such as the Scottish Parliament and the Senedd Cymru. This allows Wales and Scotland to create their own laws within their countries without the use or approval of parliament. An example of this would be the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, which prevented parents from using physical punishment such as smacking and hitting in Wales. However, parliament can repeal these laws if they do not agree which means that it can also be argued that the delegation of powers, although limiting parliament’s sovereignty, does not limit their supremacy. 
[bookmark: _Int_JipxJLwY]Some people may argue that reform is required within parliament regarding the House of Lords. It is argued that the House of Lords is not entirely necessary in the running of parliament and that the House of Commons is the only required house. This is because the House of Commons is elected and voted upon by the public, so they decide who sits in parliament. Whereas the members of the House of Lords are made up of high-class individuals who have mostly been brought into the house due to their position in society. Due to the democracy surrounding the House of Commons, it is viewed as more for the people than the House of Lords. Consequently, this leads to the idea that the House of Lords is not necessary in the process of law making. On the other hand, many people would argue that the House of Lords is necessary in the process of law making as the back and forth debate between the two houses allows for the bill to be checked thoroughly and by people from diverse backgrounds.
In conclusion, Parliamentary sovereignty is one of the three key principles in the UK constitution. It is the supreme law-making body in the UK as it can create or repeal any UK law. No other law-making body in the UK constitution can challenge Parliament’s authority. Judges may be able to create case law, but Parliament can change this at any time. Furthermore, a judge can declare a law incompatible with the HRA, meaning that Parliament must consider this, but is under no obligation to change the law and can do nothing. Furthermore, Parliament can repeal or change any of its pre-existing laws and cannot bind its successors. Therefore, Parliament can also repeal acts which delegate powers to other authorities. The only real restraint on Parliament’s sovereignty is the requirement for royal assent when passing an act, however, this has a limitation that a monarch is extremely unlikely to refuse a bill due to a moral obligation. A proposal for reform includes removing the House of Lords from Parliament, however this may reduce thoroughness in discussion of bills. Overall, Parliamentary sovereignty is the most critical component in the United Kingdom’s constitution.
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