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This essay is based on the concept of childhood and how it is changing through historical time and through social background. It is also about how it was before and how it has changed through period of times and how it is affecting family’s structure. It will also include describing how childhood is looked at from different parts of the world and how it is dealt with. It will also include different types of policies and rules that have been made or altered for childhood. Also included are factors and changes that took place that made or have influenced on the families. It will include about equalities and how it has affected the families and how it can be changed. How vulnerable children were treated or given support from certain services. It will include how childhood has changed through the past and the present and how much these factors have changed. This essay will include all the information about childhood concept, social construction of the family who are involved. It will also include policies and regulations of changes and development that took place, changes that took place in building the social of the childhood in the historical times of past and the present.  Improving and reducing equalities with the families who are at the risk. This easy is about how childhood was in the past and how it is now and what impact it has made and how it is seen in different parts of the world. It will also include different types of ways to improve the families living standard and health.
Childhood is when a child should be at school or playing, be able to grow strong and be confident with love from the family and their community. It is also a time when they should be able to live freely, not feeling scared from any type of violence or any type of exploitation and be protected from all type of abuse. It also focuses on the space from birth to adulthood and the child’s life condition which will affect their life quality. (UNICEF 2005). A child that is under 18 years of age is by law still a child (The united Nations Convention of Rights of the Child, Children and the law | NSPCC Learning, 2020).Childhood is the time the baby takes birth until they become an adult. It starts from the stages of infancy till they reach the age of puberty (definition of childhood, William C. Shiel Jr, 2020). Childhood is when a child is still a baby and will be going through loads of changes in their lives, they will go from becoming  an infant to adult and in between going into puberty the last stage before fully changing int an adult. Family also is an important part in a child’s childhood as it can define whether they child has come from a good or bad background. According to (Aries 1962) he stated that in the middle ages between 10to the 13th century there was no childhood existence it was seen that children were treated the same way as adults are like today. In the 1800 century children were working as full time and some had families of their own their lives were determined by their social status. Most of the children were called to do adult responsibilities at their young age. If they wanted to go school it had to be against their status if they were poor they just received the basic schooling for the upper class they had private school and also private tutors and for middle class children they also had basic schooling and help their parents when they were not attending school. When the children were not at school they would be playing boards games as technology wasn’t invented then for example iPad ,phones etc, they also spent time outdoors playing all types of games and also spending time with their siblings and grandparents and also their friends. In the olden days there were no laws in which stopped the children working in different and dangerous places. Child labour was vital in Britain in the 19th Century where they were young children working under the age of 20 in rural, even though laws were passed out as early as 1788 for chimney sweeps young children were still used for the job as they were small and could fit in any spaces then later in the 19th century the factory act passed in 1833. In other countries child labour is seen as economic and they hire children for free and use them for manual work at farms or sweat shops. Children are also expected to join the army to become soldiers at a very young age comparing to the western society. In eastern and African countries young girls are getting forced marriage without their consent, there other countries were little girls are sold off to foreign countries and used as slaves in shrines in the name of religious beliefs.(Karl Thompson ,2015). There are loads of legalisations and policies that were made for the safety of made are the children act 1989, the children and social work act 2017, Keeping children safe in Education 2019, Working together to safeguard children 2018 the education act 2002. The united nations convention on the rights of the child 1992,the Equality act 2010,the children and families act 2014 and the human rights act .The children’s act 2004 which was progressed from the 1989 act it helped people who worked with children to safeguard them and their families from any risks. the children and their wellbeing keeping them safe and well. Vulnerability is a characteristic or a circumstance of a community which includes features such as physical, social, economic, and environmental factors. For  a child who comes from a vulnerable family  safeguard is needed to be in as this is done to stop the child from any risks or getting physically abused or mentally abused or even neglected or domestic violence is involved all of these will also have a very long effect and cause trauma to the child and to their mental health. There has been loads of changes and improvement done in the UK on childhood such as child labour there have been restrictions made and laws being put in place so that children taken out of not doing any type of work, it also included children could attend school and the age of school leavers was also increased . Mothers and children were also given high maternity support and care which increased the numbers of infant deaths occurring. Children are not force to do anything f for example going to work under the age of 14, children parents are spending money on them for example buying things that they need ,parents are also spending more time with their children by playing or doing activities , child welfare was introduced which is to protect and safe guard the child from all risks and danger there is also another growth which was the right of the child to be given and heard. (Karl Thompson, 2020). In the Victorian times children were found living in streets are alleys, some were orphans’ others were neglected from abusive and alcoholic families. Some of them also became prostitutes and made to beg, it was also stated that young people rights did not exist. Girls of 12 years old were becoming prostitutes and forced to beg to keep themselves alive. In 1885 the government put the age consent to 16 to stop the tackle of prostitution (Scot Campbell, mail online 2017). Inequality is the way people are living in most deprived areas who have bad health risks it also includes the equality act which protects against these age,disability,gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity,race,religion or belief’s ,sexual orientation (public health of England 2017).Local housing associations don’t have any housing and cant fulfil the needs of the deprived areas it doesn’t have enough support from the local councils and the local community cant access any type of help from the council. In some areas it is called the deprived according to the people and how the resident’s residue. In the deprived areas the families that live there don’t get access to proper health service or from the NHS it is also very important to have good housing living standards as this makes an impact on the families and the children’s childhood. To improve the lives of the children and their families who live in deprived areas they should be given access to better health services have access to live in better housing and be able to get better education and employment, they should be able to get help from their local agencies that be involved with them which can make their lives better and stable. The children still live in poverty and for this to be sorted out low income people should have more access to funding and be able to get the right help and financial support to help them out and to support their family. Comparing the white and the ethnic minority it shows that white people are less deprived than ethnic minorities as they have more dependence of life expectant and less health risks. Children poverty is a growing problem in UK it has 4 million children already affected, it also harms the children’s health and it affects their future and an effect to the society (children society.org.uk 2020). Children poverty creates problem of having poor physical health, experiencing mental health problem, well being affected, education affected, employment difficulties, feeling unsecured, facing bullying problems, left out of social activities, lack of confidence. Poverty leaves the child feeling embarrassed and not able to engage or interact with friends which makes them become more unsocialised and depressed and lonely. Benefit cuts is another disadvantage of children living in poverty which also affects the mental health of the children who in in poverty due to the benefit cuts and on low income. Councils are no longer providing the families with emergency funds to help them, as these councils have been cutting budgets, which has been the increase of using foodbanks. Provide training for low income parents, making employment available for people who are unskilled, local council have the sufficient fund for supporting families in emergency crisis. Provide local grant for parents on low income to set up their own business. Having early intervention done will improve the child’s mind and help with inequalities as well. For example, good parental skills and lack of income and stress poor behaviour, parent bonding with their children without getting aggressive, no domestic violence or use of foul languages, alcohol, drug, or any type of abuse. Listening and helping them out with their homework and engaging with activities making sure the child is well and health. Every child should have a good and healthy development that involves physical, social- emotional and cognitive it also supports children who will do badly at school and whose parents are on low income. Children data and information can be done by doing a frame work called( CAF ) this is like a plan which helps the person who is being involved with the child or the family to understand or get a review of how the child is developing their parents ability and how their family situation are at the moment. The CAF also can help with the child’s early stages of needs and also include other services needed, they play a important part in the child’s life as they can point out and focus where and which part the child is struggling on or needs help with if needed will involve other health authorities. Childhood has improved a lot from the olden days as now there are laws and regulations against children labour, child abuse and also the right for a child to live there are also new acts that have come in place which has made it possible for the children in the present to live a better life than they had in the historical times. In the olden day’s childhood did not exist children were seen and treated like adults and were not protected against any kind of abuse or mishaps. In 1997 when Labour party came in place they made so many changes which included benefits such as family credit sure start programmes and also child tax credit which helped people who were on low income ( impact on poverty and policy 1997, Holly Sutherland, Tom Sefton and David Piachaud (2003).  . But poverty still exists in UK now my recommendation will be that the government need to raise the minimum wages which will get people out of poverty more quicker there should be more money invested to help the families and children who are on low income live life freely without any type of stress or mental health issues. Poverty still exists and is getting worse as for example the introducing of the benefit universal credit people is struggling and are hardly left without any money to feed themselves and they children so that needs to be looked at. Also, social services should be looked at as they failed to give justice to baby P and Victoria Climbie. There should be more social workers so families who are facing financial difficulties have support when and where needed. The government need to find out how to make changes and get people on low income out of poverty by investing in local youth hostels and also providing schemes and training for low income families and people who are low skilled and create more job opportunities. MY conclusion about childhood is very scary as in olden days it wasn’t safer for child to work as there were no rule or regulations placed ,they even dint have the right to study as they were really poor so they had to go to work no matter what age they were. In the olden day’s childhood did not exist as children were treated the same way as adults were. Now in the present time childhood is livelier as the child does not need to go to work and can live freely and have a right to say. Laws and acts are in place to make sure a child is safeguarded and protected from any type of abuse, domestic violence, negligence, child abuse whether is physical or mental or sexual and that the child situation is dealt with quickly and delicately without any type of harm or any injustice happening to them. Social services should be made more careful and not miss out on any details that could stop the child from not getting the right support or justice and it results of the case getting dismissed or the culprit or suspects gets away with the abuse. There is still a lot of improvement need to be made and done on all the services that intervene with child and vulnerable families especially the Social services as they are the ones that miss out on the important details.
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