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To begin I will discuss 5 key factors which are: 
· The The benefits of multilingualism and multi thinking
· Divergent thinking
· Brain development
· Welsh and English as an additional language
· Frameworks

The benefits of multilingualism and multi thinking
Multilingualism refers to the ability to use multiple languages, however bilingualism specifically means the fluency in only two languages (NALDIC 2011). For children, being multilingual or bilingual offers numerous benefits. 

Often children who speak more than one language show signs of good cognitive development and problem-solving skills and better attention control (Bialystok 2017). These skills come from the constant switch of languages and awareness that the child will need to maintain, to gain understanding. Switching between languages stimulates brain development, which will develop the child to hit the correct intellectual milestones they should be for their age. 

According to Barker (2011) children that are multilingual, or bilingual have more of a chance to become academically achieving, such as performing better at tasks such as creativity and critical thinking. A child’s exposure to multiple languages expands their overall comprehension of linguistic structures and increases their overall language competence. Due to these skills that the child may develop it can make learning new languages much easier in the future. 

Divergent thinking

Divergent thinking is one of the most important aspect of creativity, and it allows children who are multilingual to produce a wide range of knowledge through experience (Zheng 2022) and (Guilford 1967). 

Caughron (2011), believes that divergent thinking is a unique form of bilingualism and multilingualism. There are 4 aspect of divergent thinking, characteristics, fluency, flexibility, elaboration and originality. The meaning of fluency is that children will be able to find a solution in any difficult situation they may face (Caughron 2011).
The next form of divergent thinking is flexibility, this means that children are able to think through ideas in different situations in a new and different way (Beyond Booksmart No Date). Flexibility will also help children through transition and changes that may happen in a child’s life. Zheng (2022), believes that flexibility can also support children’s, self-esteem and positive self image. Beyond Booksmart (No Date) states that, children should develop to be divergent thinkers because this can support their early development and can support them with their language. 

Code switching should be integrated into a child’s education, this is because it allows children to be more creative and to develop on their problem solving skills (Storme 2017). According to the National centre on culture and linguistics responsiveness (No Date) code switching, has a significant impact on children cognitive and communication skills.
An important factor is children are able to learn more from two languages or more languages. Also, from birth children have the ability to separate the two languages when children need to use them (National centre on culture and linguistics responsiveness No Date).
 Radboud university (2024) support this point as children who are bilingual cannot switch off from their native language. Instead of seppressing a child native language educational system should promote a child’s language as this supports their divergent thinking.







Brain development

Brain development plays a key role in bilingualism and multilingualism, this is because children learn language through listening, sounds and hearing (Costa 2020). On the other hand, children with an additional learning need may struggle with language, this is because children with a hearing impairment may not be able to hear sounds. In my activity I want to ensure I use a clear voice to ensure children will be able to understand my activity. Costa (2020) agrees with this point as he states that children development may be affected by sounds, touch, vision or smell. 

Storing information helps children brain to build structure and memory (Pilatsikas 2020). Another point to make is that Pilatsikas (2020), also believe that children who multilingual or bilingual have a greater opportunity in storing information and building structures in their brain. An important aspect to consider is that, being bilingual can enable growth of development and neural development. Another important factor of brain development is building that form of attachment with a caregiver and this allows children to form relationships and trust during a child’s learning (Gallagher 2005). 

The critical phase of a child’s life is at the earliest stages, this is because the brain is ready to form new connections which means the child brain has the ability to learn a new language (Sihaan 2022). Radbound University (2024) states that research shows that you can process information faster if children are bilingual.





Welsh and English as an additional language 

Furthermore, according to (Clement 2023) English and as second language refers to the meaning that children will speak an additional language within their home but schools will support their English within their education and learning. However, Welsh as an additional is children that does not speak welsh at home but will learn welsh through the school education system (welsh government 2014).

 Following this, children that are not welsh speakers at home and only use welsh whilst at school are more inclined to learn their social language first (Welsh government 2014). In some cases it will take more time for the child to adapt to a second language, such as welsh if educational settings are not appropriate for instance not promoting and providing plenty of opportunities to develop their second language. Welsh assembly government (2010) express that it is a practitioners duty to provide and promote opportunities through curricular experiences. 

Hickey (2012) suggests that for children to obtain their full potential, practitioners should have a positive outlook and approach to when teaching a child. A native tongue is the language a person is learns or the language they are born into (BBC no date). 

Educational environments has to ensure they are culturally and religiously inclusive as this will ensure that all children are feeling valued, seen and included. It will provide a feeling of self worth and feel apart of the setting (open access government 2023). 

Additional needs is a vital part of this study that needs to be considered. Welsh commissioner for wales (2023) reinforces that all welsh medium settings has to be assessed to see if they can provide the significant support needed for children with ALN. 





Frameworks

The Welsh curriculum known as the curriculum cymreig (2003) states that all schools in Wales should celebrate and learn about different religions and in their country.   Another factor is schools should make opportunities for children to learn songs and to learn about the welsh culture this will allow children to feel a sense from where they live and belong (Curriculum Cymreig 2003). 
According to Hwb (2020) the Welsh Curriculum should be promoted in all aspects of the child’s curriculum. The pedagogy approach should be what, why and how the Welsh language will benefit a child education and how we can ensure the child has these opportunities to learn an additional language (Hwb 2020). 
The Hwb (2020) and Curriculum cymreig (2003), both agree that this should be a policy in all school in wales. According to Government Wales (2011) parents/carers get support to help children with their Welsh language. 
The Welsh Government (2017) try to aim to get a million Welsh speakers by 2050 they want to achieve this by implementing this in early years sector. Research has shown that if school implement this target it will also benefit children’s brain development (Welsh Government 2017).




Conclusion 

To conclude, this video has discussed the vital importance of multilingualism and bilingualism and can see the importance that us as practitioners need to support children in their development. We need to understand that we need to provide the adequate support for children with ALN so they can succeed and feel understood. Practitioners need to remember that frameworks are put in place to guide and help practitioners and the children, it gives a policy on how to follow out certain criteria. 
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