Set targets from previous assignment (Ellas profile)
	Target:
	Target Set:
	What I have done in this assignment to reach set target:

	1
	Read more widely using current and relevant material from books and journals as well as websites to expand your knowledge and understanding of the topic.  Use these to underpin your discussion within the assignment. Reference all your sources of information both within the text and in a reference list at the end using the Harvard Ref System
	I have used a wider range of researching resources like Journals, Blogs, Books and websites to get more of an understanding when using information to back up my discussion and referenced them throughout.

	2
	Develop a more structured approach to the discussions and ensure important statements are supported, explored and reflected on giving insight to the reader.
	I have tried my best to have a better approach when supporting statements made and have backed my reasoning’s with evidence.

	3
	Take care with academic phrasing and develop a more formal and cautious tone to your writing.
	I will be using more of a formal tone in this assignment and ensure to use a higher quality range of vocabulary.




Commentary
In this commentary I am going to be referring to my experiences in a primary school setting (school A) that I attended for bridging looking into the various aspects in which they are faced with and deal with these day to day teaching challenges. Using this knowledge I will be focusing on how school A works with ensuring they are involving the community in all areas of teaching and its importance. Another factor I will be discussing is how school A works on forming relationships with children’s parents/guardians prior to starting education and whilst currently studying at the school and working alongside parents with child with ALN. Another factor which is highly important to school A is working on using more Welsh language throughout the school day. School A is a very diverse school setting and has multiple ethic backgrounded families, they ensure that every child is taught about their rights and have a clear understanding on the definitions and meanings behind each one. School A encourage the community involvement when working along side children with various ethnic families by involving their beliefs and religions around the school they also allow the children/families to have the opportunity to discuss their religious beliefs with peers and educate them on their background. By doing this it is creating a closer community and allowing everyone to feel involved which has a greater effect on a child’s self-esteem and wellbeing. I will be doing further research on all previously discussed topics as well as researching poverty in the area as that is a continuous issue in the community.
The community that school A is based in has a high rate of people and families living in poverty school A know the importance of not only supporting the families when in the school but also outside, school A works alongside a foodbank based In the school to ensure that the community have somewhere local to them to access day to day necessities for their family, this is all done confidentially to ensure that there are no judgments. Families in the more privileged households help to donate to the foodbank as do staff/ teachers in the setting, this gives the families a sense of belonging and support system in the network. School A isn’t the only school known for families living in poverty, statistics state that there were 4.2 million children reported living in poverty in the UK as of 2021. It is important to recognise that children’s development is impacted by their food intake a food is fuel and without a healthy balanced diet they can lack focus in the classroom causing their development to be slower and overall struggle academically. Children aren’t able to reach their full potential so to help support this issue the school have a government scheme in place for all children in the foundation phase to have access to free school meals to help ensure that each child is having at least one healthy balanced meal a day that they possibly won’t receive at home it also helps support the community through the current financial cost of living crisis as they it doesn’t have to weigh heavily on their mind about affording the school meals. School A often participates in educational trips around the community, when planning for these trips the school consider families financial issues and will give plenty of warning prior to the date which supports good communication skills. They also opt for low budget trips considering little to no cost to ensure that every child has an equal opportunity to attend. When collaborating with the community school A creates a sense of civic engagement, social responsibility and empathy among the children in the setting. They have a holistic approach to education which not only enhances academic learning but also prepares the children to become more active and contributing members of society.
School A ensures that they have a positive relationship with all teachers and parents prior to the starting of school and throughout their child’s education in the setting. This is clear to see when being in the school for bridging where parents and careers are constantly being communicated with throughout the day before, during and after school hours. After studying the schools policies that are available I discovered a very important policy that teachers have 48hours to respond to all parental concerns. This policy ensures that parents are being listened too and helps form and build positive relationships with teachers which will then have a following affect on a child’s wellbeing and overall support with their education. Following this, a researcher states that “Parents and professionals can help children separately or they can work together to the great benefit of the children” (Athey, 1990) this tells us by having parents working along side the teaching the children benefit from the additional support and good communication. School A have a range of different roles in the school to allow parents to be more involved in the education system these roles range from joining the PFA, volunteering on school trips or classroom activities, becoming a parent representative for the classroom. These roles have been seen to have a positive reaction by the parents/careers and those who have the opportunity to join in, will. By role modelling a positive relationship between both parent and teacher the child will then want to mirror this behaviour with the class teacher making the child respect the class boundaries and rules set and an overall positive impact on the child’s behaviour in school. If a child has a secure attachment to their parent/caregiver prior to starting in school they will be able to develop more attachments throughout the setting. This research is backed up by Mary Ainsworth’s attachment theory and her strange situation theory in 1970, just after John Bowlby’s attachment theory with the ‘bo bo doll’ experiment in 1969. 
School A encourage involvement with the community where possible. They frequently hold community events on their premises like sports groups, meetings, polling stations, dance classes, community fun days, choir practice and is also used by the local church. This has a massive impact on the local community due to their currently not being a local community centre. This has an impact on the children’s learning as they have access to these after school activities and performances. The local church pastor takes over the school assembly every Monday in appreciation of allowing them to use the hall allowing the children to have local educational visitors in return. The local sports rugby team trade using the school for training practice in return for giving the children free rugby P.E sessions. An educational blog suggests that by having a very involved community with a school setting it increases student achievements giving them more opportunities that they wouldn’t have had without the community being so closely involved. It also has an impact on the schools recognition and gets future parents and careers to have an insight into the school in a more relaxed set up. One negative factor that was suggested by school A is that when the polling stations are held in the school setting it is often done with the school hours causing issues with safe guarding by having multiple strangers in and out of the school doors causing the school to actually close on these days as it is a health and safety risk which then has a negative impact on the children’s education.
Statistics show that the number of children diagnosed with ALN is increasing yearly in Wales as there is more support and understanding of all possible different learning needs. When researching on school A’s website it is clear to see their staff undergo training on a regular basis to help become more knowledgeable in this topic and help give the children with ALN a higher quality education tailored to each child’s specific needs. School A also have policies set in place for all staff and children working with ALN to ensure every child is treated fairly and has someone to advocate for them when not possible to do so themselves. School A have opportunities for children with ALN to have regular parent/career teacher meeting set up to discuss the child and their IDPs and targets constantly making sure they are up to date and set correctly based on where the child is at academically. In these discussions parents will also have the chance to review their child’s one page profile and help update anything that might need to be added for all staff working closely with that child on a regular basis like SLO, SLT, ALNCos, ELSA. ELSA is an emotional literacy support assistant that supports the wellbeing of pupils which can be linked to children with ALN but also any child that might be struggling to communicate and understand their emotions. They also have designated rooms in the school for children with ALN to have continuous access too for more one to one support where they have fidget toys, interactive sensory toys, calm down areas. The displays in these rooms are all child led and interactive. Where as in the normal day to day classrooms, displays will consist of children’s completed work of all different abilities. “Young children spend a lot of time — usually the whole day — in the same classroom, and we have shown that a classroom’s visual environment can affect how much children learn” (Anna V. Fisher, no date found), this quote from a psychology researcher suggets that the displays in classrooms have an effect on a child’s educational focus depending on what is displayed and how it is displayed too. 
When Estyn inspected School A in 2018, they experienced feedback which was overall positive. However, one recommendation that was given was “Improve pupils’ Welsh speaking skills” since this feedback was given to school A they have been working on improving the staff and pupils Welsh language skills by introducing more Welsh throughout lesson time and making it mandatory that all displays in the setting are to be bilingual using both Welsh and English translations. The New curriculum for Wales has changed education dramatically over the years to help create a more diverse and fair learning experience for children, giving children more opportunities to have a say in their education making it more child lead. It also focuses more on what a child currently knows and then looks at what needs to be taught to progress further, putting each child at a different stage on a progression path. The Welsh government have set a target to reach 1 million Welsh speakers in Wales by 2025 to help make this target possible schools need to ensure that they are using Welsh more frequently overall. Research states that, Welsh language primary schools have become popular once again, the Welsh assembly have made investments of £6m into teaching Welsh in school settings and children are now actively encouraged to speak more Welsh during and after school hours. 
In conclusion, after undergoing visits to School A on bridging days to gather my own research I have discovered that schools have a massive impact on the community and working along side the community in order to have a positive learning environment to all. Schools have to build positive relationships with the pupils attending the school as well as their families in order to have constant communication and have a strong network and understanding around the child, making the child’s learning experience worthwhile and useful. By experiencing how school A put their policies into practice and ensure they are completing their jobs to a high standard, it helps me understand what I need to complete and how I need to carry myself throughout my teaching career. One of the strong key elements I believe I will use throughout my teaching is having regular meetings and checkups with the children’s family to discuss any strategies that are working at home that may be worth while bringing into the school setting for that child to have a continuous routine and more structure in school and outside of school hours. As teachers we are expected to, “set goals that stretch and challenge pupils of all backgrounds, abilities and dispositions” (QTS Standards, 2012) which I believe should be done regularly as seen in school A. Similarly to school A, I will ensure that the Welsh language is being used correctly, informatively and frequently in order to see the Welsh language develop and grow with each child’s development as I believe this is very important as a community in Wales and to help keep the Welsh language alive. 
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