Dear George,
I finally did it! It is in my hands… I got the 1st!
By no means was it a walk in the park but let’s be honest – we knew this from the very beginning and now I can proudly say that the immense effort I have put into this have finally paid off.

I have felt like giving up on multiple occasions but never did. I did feel that these urges were a weakness and meant that I lacked the needed determination for success, however, I did realize that failures and struggles throughout the journey were mere lessons that built my character bit by bit and made me who I am today. I started the course aiming to become a real-estate agent but halfway through I realized that starting my own business was not just the fairy tale I had imagined it to be, but an achievable goal that would just take some dedication and stubbornness. 

This character development did not happen overnight and took plenty of effort, but the final reward was well worth it! I considerably doubted that I had the ability and capacity to go on to Level 6. This was changed however once I read the book No More Mister Nice Guy (Glover, 2017) that suggested means of combat against something called Fear of Success – a concept that I never assumed existed. The course and the additional reading I have undertaken granted me the skills, and more importantly, the confidence and courage, to apply for the job of Risk Assessment Manager I was eyeing for so long. It turned out that the limitations I believed I had that stopped me from applying earlier, wero mostly in my imagination. The company turned out to be great! They were strongly impressed by the skills I have acquired from my studies and provided training in any and all areas I was underperforming. I have been working there for over a month now and am loving it.

One of the negative quirks I got rid of with the help from my course, was procrastination. I took note that my academic results were negatively affected, and it was all my personal fault – I was leaving everything for the last possible moment as the rush from being close to deadlines and the lack of room for errors made me feel good. It turned out that this way of thinking/acting was causing me a great deal of stress in the long term. I overcame this by researching time management techniques and creating a calendar with my tasks and plans (Indeed, 2021) This also helped keep my insomnia under control – it did take plenty of time getting used to, but prize was immense.

Although in the long term, the course has proven invaluable in my personal development I feel the need to mention something negative it brought upon, without me even realising it before it was too late. All the studying and academic work had me distance from my friends, relatives, and partner. I had become increasingly blinded by the end goal the more it drew near. This led me to ignoring the people who I cared about (and still do) the most although ultimately, they were extremely understanding and supporting. I do realize now that life is not just work at the expense of personal life – there was a productive way of combining both and helped keep my morale up and avoid the regular burnouts that used to occur as suggested by Willis (2021).
In conclusion I would like to say that it feels AMAZING! The satisfaction from receiving a reward due to your hard work and dedication is something no amount of money can buy.
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