Social development 
Social development is the process where a child learns how to interact with the people around them. It is when they learn how to communicate with other people and how friendships and relationships are developed. Social development can be influenced both negatively and positively by things such as the home environment, school, parenting style, disabilities, anxiety, trauma etc. Like many developments social development can have an impact on other forms of development. The people around the child from a toddler usually the parents/guardians are the ones that will pick up if the child can interact in a healthy way or weather, they may need to go visit the SLP (speech language pathologist). “Erik Erikson believed that people were constantly developing socially, from birth throughout all of life” says Elizabeth Grace (2017) Social development is an important development as it helps to:
· Develop language skills.
· Builds self-esteem.
· Strengthen learning.
· Grows confidence.
· Helps to establish empathy.
· Resolves conflict.
Kendra cherry (2019) says “social competence not only involves the ability to cooperate with peers; it also includes such things as the ability to show empathy, express feelings, and share generously”. Psychosocial development differs but is linked to social development as this focuses on the personality and social attitudes of children from childhood to adulthood. Erik Erikson was a psychologist, his theory of psychosocial development is well known as it differs from others, it looks at development across the whole lifespan from birth to death. Psychosocial development can be influenced positively and negatively by things such as stress, environmental factors, health and parenting etc. Eriksons belief of a child’s psychosocial development is that at every stage a person will deal conflict, the conflict is resolved and the person is able to develop psychosocial development of that stage, some researchers call them a time of exploration rather than crisis. “Erikson maintained that personality develops in a predetermined order through eight stages of psychosocial development, from infancy to adulthood. During each stage, the person experiences a psychosocial crisis which could have a positive or negative outcome for personality development” says Dr. Saul McLoed (2018). 
The eight stages were:
1. Trust vs. Mistrust, age 0-1 ½, basic virtue – hope 
2. Autonomy vs. Shame, age 1½-3, basic virtue – will 
3. Initiative vs. Guilt, age 3-5, basic virtue – purpose 
4. Industry vs. Inferiority, age 5-12, basic virtue – competency 
5. Identity vs. Role confusion, age 12-18, basic virtue – fidelity 
6. Intimacy vs. Isolation, age 18-40, basic virtue – love 
7. Generativity vs. Stagnation, age 40-65, basic virtue – care 
8. Ego Integrity vs. Despair, age 65+, basic virtue – wisdom 
Erikson study is very vague it does not allow for optimism, there is the possibility if a crisis occurs it is possible for a positive outcome, for example the last stage, Ego Integrity vs. despair for years 65+ which states “Individuals who reflect on their life and regret not achieving their goals will experience feelings of bitterness and despair.” Dr. Saul McLeod (2018). This is not necessarily true he does not consider barriers such as illness which will stop a person achieving goals but does not cause them to live with despair as they are happy for what they did achieve. He also has the idea that things happen in a certain sequence at a certain time. This is not the case with different cultures, norms and values etc, people marry and have children as young as 16. 
Erikson stage identity vs. role confusion could also be questioned in today’s society, Erikson stated “It is during this stage that the adolescent will re-examine his identity and try to find out exactly who he or she is. Erikson suggests that two identities are involved: the sexual and the occupational” Dr. Saul McLeod (2018). There are many stories involving people who are confused with their place in society from all ages, some lead on to be transgenders and have a sex change later on in life, proving stages of Erikson’s theory can in fact happen in an irregular pattern. Erikson stage generativity vs. stagnation is also outdated his belief for this stage is that “We give back to society through raising our children, being productive at work, and becoming involved in community activities and organizations.” Dr. Saul McLeod (2018), it could be argued you do not need these things in order to feel accomplishment due to different norms and values or barriers preventing them therefore, there are many people in today’s society that feel they have accomplished without any of these things as accomplishment differs for different social groups. 
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Physical development 
During childhood children are physically growing at a rapid pace, physical development in children is how they learn to use muscles and body parts for different things whilst their body is physically growing. Tanja Mcilroy (2020) says “A child’s motor and physical development depends on four things:
•	The development of the brain and body parts
•	The control a child has of each body part
•	How a child learns about their body
•	Learning to use both sides of their body”.
Physical literacy which is described as the foundation which promotes physical activity in children, it gives children the ability to determine what is going on in situations so they can react appropriately “In the same way a child learns to speak by interacting with her parents from an early age, the same is true of learning to move with confidence” Richard Monette (2012). There are different milestones for different ages for example at two months a child is expected to hold their head up with support and at four months they can shake toys, the milestones are not an exact guide for every child, some are early some are late, but milestones are usually how people determine whether a child is showing impaired physical development and simply needs more influence or weather they have ASD, asperges, disabilities etc. Like any development there are many factors that can influence a child’s physical development negatively and positively, things such as health, exercise, nutrition, family influence and health, environmental factors, heredity and more. 
Childhood physical development includes developing fine and gross motor skills which both include movement but are different.
•	“Fine motor skills involve movement of the smaller muscle groups in your child’s hands, fingers, and wrists.
•	Gross motor skills involve movement of the larger muscle groups, like the arms and legs. It’s these larger muscle groups that allow babies to sit up, turn over, crawl, and walk.” Valencia Higuera (2018).
Most people use gross motor skills without a thought, but these skills are complex as they require co-ordination and balance. Gross motor skills are related to abilities such as balance, physical strength, body awareness, co-ordination, and reaction time. Having these abilities helps children to take part in activities in the home, schools or clubs boosting their self-esteem.  
Piaget was a psychologist who studied children in the early 20th century, “Piaget believed that children take an active role in the learning process, acting much like little scientists as they perform experiments, make observations, and learn about the world. As kids interact with the world around them, they continually add new knowledge, build upon existing knowledge, and adapt previously held ideas to accommodate new information” Kendra cherry (2020). He called himself a genetic epistemologist, His belief was through physical experiences their cognitive development develops. Piagets stages are:
•	Sensorimotor stage – birth to 2 years, children will use motor activity without symbols, learn through experience or trial and error and establish object permanence.
•	Preoperational stage – 2 to 7, children will start to attach meaning to objects with language and they think symbolically.
•	Concrete operational stage – 7- 11, children will start to think more logical and like an adult, he believes they learn inductive logic at this stage.
•	Formal operational stage – 12 and older, children will start to think more logical and like an adult, he believes they learn inductive logic at this stage. For the formal operational stage, he believes they are less egocentric and think more creatively when problem solving.
Piaget focused his theory on his three children from a well-educated background who also had a high socioeconomic status, this plays an influential factor in any development. His theory suggests that as children age, they move on from stage to stage. He does not consider environment, physical, or hereditary factors. Piaget belief that physical experiences are essential for a child’s development could be argued against, there is no evidence to say that a child not capable of physical movement for example paralysed from birth is not capable of having normal cognitive development. “Some children, although not all, will experience cognitive dysfunction as an associated effect of cerebral palsy. Cognitive issues can range from mild to severe” Gina Jansheski, M.D. (2020). Studies show only 30%-50% of children with cerebral palsy experience cognitive dysfunction meaning Piaget theory does not take different situations into account. Piaget also has the belief the development stages stop after formal operational stage, emphasising that there is no room for developing on previous stages afterwards.
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Moral development
Moral development is the term used to explain people’s sense of what is right and wrong, this includes a children’s intentions, decisions, actions, and thoughts. It involves a person’s values and what they believe is acceptable or not, Dr. Wayne Hough (2020) says “Morals are something which parents and teachers should teach children. Kids should be taught what is right and what is wrong. The understanding of morality and their sense of right and wrong depends on the environment they are growing in, as well as on their emotional, cognitive, physical, and social skills”. This is why school is vital for children as not all parents have the right morals and pass their beliefs down, an example of this would be racism I do not believe any child is born a racist, but if a child is to hear racist comments in their environment, even though they may not understand they will copy as kids are sponges, eventually in adolescence they will either base their judgement on the social and cultural norms they were raised around or form their own judgement, “Piaget found that children’s ideas regarding rules, moral judgements and punishment tended to change as they got older” Dr. Saul McLeod (2015).
Before Piaget began researching the development of children, they were looed as like little adults. Piaget believed that environmental and social are both factors when developing a child’s moral development. Moral development can be influenced positively and negatively, neglect, parenting style, uninvolved parent, anxiety, trauma, confidence and social skills etc can all have an impact on a child’s moral development. Piagets belief was the experiences and interaction a child has is automatically categorised into groups which are labelled schemas, “schemas help people organize their knowledge of the world and understand new information” Cynthia Vinney (2019).  The four types of schemas are:
•	Personal schemas
•	Social schemas 
•	Self-schemas 
•	Event schemas 
“Piaget (1932) suggested two main types of moral thinking:
•	Heteronomous morality (moral realism)
•	Autonomous morality (moral relativism)” Dr. Saul McLeod (2015)
Heteronomous morality stage occurs in children at ages 5-9, it is also referred to as moral realism. At this age, a child will understand its right or wrongs, their morality is influenced from authoritative figures and if the rules are changed or abided there will be consequences. “They accept that all rules are made by some authority figure (e.g. parents, teacher, God), and that breaking the rules will lead to immediate and severe punishment (immanent justice)” Dr. Saul McLeod (2015). Children between these ages label each other as good and bad and believe the worse the disobedience, the worse the punishment.
Autonomous morality stage occurs between the ages 9-10 years at this age children will understand other people’s views and become more understanding of people’s situations. Children think more adult age at this stage, they understand there is no definite right or wrong and acknowledge morality should be based more on intentions of that particular individual, rather than consequences. Children’s options may change as they perceive things, for example recognising people can lie to avoid punishment. 
. “Lawrence Kohlberg (1958) agreed with Piaget's (1932) theory of moral development in principle but wanted to develop his ideas further” Dr. Saul McLeod (2013) Kohlberg created moral dilemmas, this was created in order to explain his theories. Moral dilemmas were individual stories which introduced two conflicting ideas, the idea of this was to present moral values and moral thinking, kholberg agreed that development happens in stages same as Piagets. The Heinz dilemma where a man knows what hes doing is wrong but could save his wife’s life shows me that what we know is right to do may be different to our actions. His study focuses on justice but things such as love compassion and caring etc will all play a part on a person’s moral reasoning. Kohlberg also focused the Heinz dilemma on children under the age of 16 who have not fully matured and would not be able to relate in any way as the study focuses on a husband and wife, I believe until you are in that situation you will never know what actions you will take.
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Language development 
Language development is when a child learns to communicate usually in the first 10 years of their life which starts with sounds and gestures then words and it gradually develops.  Language development like most connect to other developments such as cognitive, social and literacy development. Language development is important for many reasons it gives children the ability to express feelings, think and learn, socialise, solve problems, and maintain relationships. Since language development occurs when you can not talk there is no first-hand evidence therefore it is based on observation and research, G. Wiesen (2021) says “Language development is often an area of research and investigation undertaken by linguists, though it is difficult to prove any one theory conclusively due to the nature of this process”. 
language development can be influenced positively and negatively, one factors would be, support, prior linguistic knowledge, environment, personality, autism, or behavioural disorders and more. language development is extremely important for school not just for the social aspect as if a child is not able to fully understand verbal information, they can not complete tasks, read, write, follow instructions and complete tasks etc which is key things needed for school. 
Noam Chomsky started research in the 1960s on language development and proceeded to create a book called syntactic structures. During 1957 scientist Skinner was one of the first to study language development, “Skinner argued that children learn language based on behaviourist reinforcement principles by associating words with meanings” Henna Lemetyinen (2012). Noam Chomsky criticized his theory which led to his theory of universal grammar. Chomsky believes:
• Children are born with innate abilities to learn language. 
• Children are born with an inherited ability to learn to speak. 
• They use certain linguistic structures. 
• They have a LAD (language acquisition device)
• Grammas is needed for language development. 
Chomsky’s belief for language development is that language and grammatical structures are imprinted into a child’s mind then as they develop, they will only need to learn new vocabulary and apply syntactic structures from LAD in order to form a sentence. He says children instinctively have the ability to combine nouns and verbs. An example of this would combining a noun such as (gir)l and a verb such as (to play) into a correct phase such as (a girl plays). “According to Chomsky, language development is the direct result of an individual's ability to unfold a "genetically defined program" that every child is presumably born with” Adam Fonseca (2020). He called this universal grammar as he believe we can all learn a chosen language. He says there are three strategies to the development pattern, sounds, words and sentences which shows we are hardwired for language. 
Chomsky’s claim with language development being genetic, has no genetic support to back his evidence there is no way to prove a child is born with the ability to pick up language it is for this reason a child who ignores instructions etc at a young age is labelled as ignorant or lazy. An argument could be the fact children can have language delay and language disorders as if it were genetic, they would be able to understand and piece the words together as Chomsky claims. “Children are born with this the range of seven to 9% and it can go up to 10 I usually say it's about one in 12 children have this difficulty in learning language in their primary language, also other languages, and this means that they have difficulty understanding and using language, but it's often a hidden impairment.” Jill Anderson (2019). My belief is that language development is learnt and the same way as the rest of developments, through our environment and stimuli. He focuses on the innate capacity, I believe we acquire language through the environment, we hear words from as young as in the stomach, child absorbs everything and from making linguistic errors children understand to make corrections. Noam Chomsky believes when a child is learning language development they need little assistance there have been studies which prove this is false and assistance is key to the development of language “Nicaraguan Sign Language has been cited as evidence that although children require a certain amount of linguistic input at a young age in order to learn language” Gretchen Mcculloch (2014). 
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