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 Debating Medieval Identity

8. 04.10.18 -The Merchant’s Tale

What a clever, acerbic, bleak story this is, not at all what I thought on my first reading.
New info I picked up today:
· Gregorian calendar, I knew it existed but didn’t realize May started the year and January ended it.
· Medieval symbolism of rose for romance, apple for knowledge and pear for sex – pear and rod = phallus = same word.
Brilliant play on materialism, unstable gender and class identities, and outward appearances.
This is all about January’s ego, his quoting of The Book of Wives as in the Wife of Bath’s Tale, his shopping list of requirements necessary in a wife, dating app. mind and mirror in the marketplace. May has no say in the matter – apparently - she does make a calculated mercantile decision to accept the marriage; her sharp mind far exceeds January’s machinations. 
I think he sees May as a collection of parts, which he rearranges in his mind to make her ‘other’, an other that fits his requirements with no consideration for the living real May. 

Laskayer’s article excellent resource.
Narrator Merchant is brilliantly portrayed;
· His viciousness hidden under that bland, smooth exterior. It made me think of cutting into a beautiful ripe peach and finding a worm inside, corruption and rottenness at the heart of a sham exterior.  
· If he is on a pilgrimage why is he so lacking in the fundamental Christian tenant of redemption, forgiveness and the contemporary beliefs of entry into heaven? 


Fakery everywhere; gods, love, heaven, blindness, flattery, friendship and religious belief. 
Importance of January’s blindness to everything except his own needs, whether sighted or not he cannot/will not see what is not convenient to his life plan.

Reflection everywhere, inside and out, a psychological metaphor?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Privy, flushing of romantic, beautifully composed words – how earthly is May?

I’ve decided not to use the MT for essay 2 as I find I want to shout at the characters in it!

