The Gallic and Palmyrene Empires
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]The Gallic and Palmyrene Empires Existed from Respectively they where territories controlled by people who each claimed to be the true Imperators of Rome in the case of the Gallic Empire this was Originally a man called Postumus who was declared Imperator in 260, and in the Palmyrene Empire it was Zenobia and her son, Vaballathus who declared themselves Augusta and Augustus respectively in 270. Eventually both of these states were reconquered by the Roman Empire under Aurelian, Palmyra in 273, and Gaul in 274.  
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Naming
The names of the two empires are quite misleading as they imply that the empires had a separate identity to that of Rome when in fact, they were both claiming to be the true Roman Empire. As the leaders of both states took up the titles of the Roman Emperor such as Augustus. 
What caused this?
The crisis of the third century which was a period of instability in which Emperors tended not to live too long, however there were times during this period of general relative stability. Aurelian’s reign as Emperor brought the two Empires back into the fold as well as waging campaigns against “Barbarians”. He ruled for five years before being killed by his Praetorian Guard.  
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