
A story related to the first Punic war. 

 

When the Carthaginians had taken Regulus, the Roman consul, captive, they ordered him to go to 

Rome and sue for peace. However, he was forced to swear that he himself would return to Carthage, 

unless certain prisoners were also returned. When he had arrived in Rome and told the Senate these 

things, he first did not want to give his opinion as a senator. Finally, he recommended that they should 

not release the prisoners, nor make peace with Carthage. The Carthaginians were, he said, so crushed 

by their many defeats, that they did not have any true hope left. He said that he himself would return 

to Carthage in order to honour his oath. For this reason, the Romans kept the prisoners. Regulus 

returned to Carthage, although he knew what would happen to him. Having returned to Africa, he was 

cruelly slain by the Carthaginians. 

  

 

Carthaginian – use Poeni-orum (m pl) 

Regulus-i (m) 

swear – use iuro 1 

sue for peace – use the phrase pacem peto 3 

oath – ius iurandum (neuter) 


