A Short Roman History Timeline

	Rome's foundation 753BC
	- Trojans
“To begin with, it is generally admitted that after the capture of Troy, whilst the rest of the Trojans were massacred, against two of them - Aeneas and Antenor - the Achivi (Greeks) refused to exercise the rights of war (…).  Similar misfortunes led to Aeneas becoming a wanderer, but the Fates were preparing a higher destiny for him. He first visited Macedonia, then was carried down to Sicily in quest of a settlement; from Sicily he directed his course to the Laurentian territory. (…) As their almost infinite wanderings had left them nothing but their arms and their ships, they began to plunder the neighbourhood. The Aborigines, who occupied the country, with their king Latinus at their head, came hastily together from the city and the country districts to repel the inroads of the strangers by force of arms.” Livy. (trans. Heinemann). 1.1

-rom rem
“But the Fates had, I believe, already decreed the origin of this great city and the foundation of the mightiest empire under heaven. The Vestal was forcibly violated and gave birth to twins. She named Mars as their father, either because she really believed it, or because the fault might appear less heinous if a deity were the cause of it. But neither gods nor men sheltered her or her babes from the king's cruelty; the priestess was thrown into prison, the boys were ordered to be thrown into the river. (…) The tradition goes on to say that after the floating cradle in which the boys had been exposed had been left by the retreating water on dry land, a thirsty she-wolf from the surrounding hills, attracted by the crying of the children, came to them, gave them her teats to suck and was so gentle towards them that the king's flock-master found her licking the boys with her tongue.” Livy. (trans. Heinemann) 1.4

Servius ‘auctus’ [AD400], Commentary on Virgil’s Aeneid 1.273: 
About the origin and founder of the city, different authors give different accounts. Clinias reports that Telemachus’ daughter [so Odysseus’ granddaughter, since Telemachus was Odysseus’ son], called Rhome, was married to Aeneas, and Rome was called by her name. […] says that Latinus, son of Ulysses [i.e. Odysseus again] and Circe, called the city Rhome after the name of his dead sister. 

Festus (2nd c. AD), On the Meaning of Words 326-8L: 
Alcimus says that Romulus was the son of Aeneas’ wife Tyrrhenia, and from Romulus was born Aeneas’ granddaughter Alba, 
whose son, called Rhodius, founded Rome.
Alcimus -  c. 300 BC (Sicily?)

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Roman Antiquities 1.74.1-2 (60BC-AD7):

As to the last settlement or founding of the city of Rome, or whatever we ought to call it, Timaeus of Sicily, following what principle I do not know, places it at the same time as the founding of Carthage, that is, in the thirty-eighth year before the first Olympiad [= ‘813 B.C.’]; Lucius Cincius Alimentus, a member of the Senate, places it about the fourth year of the twelfth Olympiad 
[= ‘728 B.C.’], and Quintus Fabius Pictor in the first year of the eighth Olympiad [= ‘747 B.C.’]. M. Porcius Cato does not give the time according to Greek reckoning, but being as careful as any writer in gathering the data of ancient history, he places its founding 
432 years after the Trojan war; and this time, being compared to the Chronicles of Eratosthenes, corresponds to the first year of the seventh Olympiad [= ‘751 B.C.’].
-possible colony of the Etruscans



	Rome 753-510 BC (any major event/personalities?)
	 “after Romulus, the tradition held that there were six more kings: Num, Tullus Hostilius, Ancus Marcius, Tarquin the Elder, Servius Tullius, and Tarquin the Arrogant.” (Potter. 2009. p.25)

-republic revolt
“Tarquinius Superbus was overthrown in 509 BC by a group of aristocrats who set up a republican government […] prompted the coup was the rape of Lucretia by Sextus Tarquinius” (Cornell. 1995. P. 215)

	509 BC – The Republic
	-livy 1.59

	494BC secessio plebis
	Secessio plebis (withdrawal of the commoners, or Secession of the Plebs) was an informal exercise of power by Rome's plebeian citizens, similar to a general strike taken to the extreme. During a secessio plebis, the plebs would simply abandon the city en masse and leave the patrician order to themselves. Therefore, a secessio meant that all shops and workshops would shut down and commercial transactions would largely cease. This was an effective strategy in the Conflict of the Orders due to strength in numbers; plebeian citizens made up the vast majority of Rome's populace and produced most of its food and resources, while a patrician citizen was a member of the minority upper class, the equivalent of the landed gentry of later times. Authors report different numbers for how many secessions there were. Cary & Scullard state there were five between 494 BC and 287 BC.

	471-445 Struggle of the Orders
(major developments?)
	The history of first few centuries of the Roman Republic was completely overshadowed by the conflict between the plebeians and the patricians. This struggle for control and equality is known to most scholars as the ‘Conflict of the Orders’.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cornell. 1995. P. 242] 

Livy describes the Struggle of the Orders as “But not only was war with the Volsci imminent; the citizens were at loggerheads among themselves, and internal dissensions between the Fathers and the plebs had burst into a blaze of hatred, chiefly on account of those who had been bound over to service for their debts. [2] These men complained loudly that while they were abroad fighting for liberty and dominion they had been enslaved and oppressed at home by fellow-citizens, and that the freedom of the plebeians was more secure in war than in peace, amongst enemies than amongst citizens.
(…) Those who had been bound over, whether in chains or not, broke out into the streets from every side, and implored the Quirites to protect them. [9] At no point was there any lack of volunteers to join the rising; everywhere crowds were streaming through the different streets and shouting as they hurried to the Forum”

	396 Conquest of Veii
	Around 396 BCE the Romans begin their path that leads tho them conquering all of Italy, the city of Veii was a good start.

	c.390BC Sack of Rome
	In the summer of 390 BCE a large Celtic force had marched through the Apennines towards Rome. The Celts defeated the Roman army at the river Allia. Within days they sacked the city which was defenceless due to the loss at Allia. The small garrison eventually surrendered to the invaders and paid them in gold.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Cornell. 1995. P. 314] 


	295 BC Battle of Sentinum
	In the 3rd century BCE Rome was on a war path being at war for 80 years though it, in the Third Semnite War would conquer much of central Italy.[footnoteRef:3] During the year of 295 BCE a major battle was about to take place in Sentinum, where the Romans faced against a combined force of Gauls and Samnites. ‘This alliance was years in the making as it also excluded Etruscans and Umbrians’ (Livy 10.16.3). according to T. J. Cornell ‘the Romans would have fielded a large force of 4,500 men which would have been joined by 31,500 allied forces making that the largest force that Rome had assembled’ and that ‘some claim that they were outnumbered by the Coalition forces by 614,000.’[footnoteRef:4] These figures would be phenomenally huge for the time. However, these figures seem to be provided solely by Livy who was born long after this battle. This means that Livy would have had to gather this information by word of mouth or past recordings of the event, of which we cannot be certain. Due to the uncertainty of this information the source can be useful but to an extent. [3:  Potter. 2009. P. 63]  [4:  Cornell. 1995. pp. 361] 


	287 BC Lex Hortensia
	The Lex Hortensia was a law that passed by means currently unknown to us. This law banned comitial meetings in the market place.[footnoteRef:5] “Scipio Barbatus would have witnessed in 287 BCE; the decisions of this assembly were given the automatic binding force of law over all Roman citizens” (Beard. 2016. pp. 147) this meaning that the plebs would make a law which would affect the patricians.  [5:  Bennett. 2004. pp. 165-176] 


	2nd Punic War 
(major events / sources)
	The 2nd Punic war was between Rome and Carthage, two very powerful Mediterranean nations which is the rematch of the 1st Punic war. In the 1st Punic war Rome defeated Carthage, took Sicily and tribute from them. ‘Once Hannibal took Hasdrubal’s place he immediately went on the offensive’ (Cornell, Rankov and Sabin. 1996. pp. 2). He then took Saguntum, an ally of Rome, thus kick starting the 2nd Punic War. Hannibal using this momentum went on to avoid Rome’s army by traveling through the Alps and sieging northern Italy. Eventually being defeated by Scipio in Carthage. A problem with this information is that a lot of it comes from Scipio, the general who defeated Hannibal, which may suggest that this information may be biased in Scipio’s favour.

	196 BC end of the 2nd Macedonian War
	The 2nd Macedonian War was a war between the Romans and Macedonians. The defeat of the Macedonians was due to the aid from the Greek rivals of Macedonia.[footnoteRef:6] The Seleucid Empire, feeling nervous of Rome’s growing power attacked with help from the Aetolians but was subsequently defeated at Thermopylae by the Roman forces in Greece, the roman forces then spit up one half attacking the Aetolians and the other led by Lucius Scipio to attack the Seleucid Empire. The scipio brothers then defeated Emperor Antiochus III at Magnesia. After the defeat of the Seleucid Empire they would eventually fall to the Parthians.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Potter. 2009. pp. 84]  [7:  Potter. 2009. pp. 86] 


	146 BC - Carthage and Corinth
	The Achaean League tried to force their old enemy Sparta into the league which would anger the Romans. When Rome ordered for them to stop, the leaders of the league attacked Rome but were defeated. The result of this was the destruction of Corinth, Carthage also was destoyed in the same year (146BCE)[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Potter. 2009. pp. 88] 


	133 Tiberius Gracchus, reform programme and his death
	Tiberius Gracchus was one of the tribunes of the plebs who was believed to be abusing his power, which led to him and 300 of his followers were beaten to death. He proposed reforms of that would essentially to take land from wealthy, landowners and give them to poorer citizens.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Scullard. 1959. pp. 27] 


	123-121 Gaius Gracchus
	This reform was then attempted again by Tiberius’ brother, Gaius who had the same position. He was opposed by the senate, eventually he had been forced to kill himself.

	91-88 "Social War"
	The Social War broke out due to Rome refusing citizenship to its allies in Italy. Although roe had one they granted the Italian people in Rome as to avoid war.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Potter. 2009. pp. 121] 


	82-81 BC Sulla, dictator
	Lucius Cornelius Sulla Felix was a Roman general and eventually dictator. Sulla was a skilful general. He was awarded a grass crown, the most famous/respected Roman military honour, during the Social War. 
Sulla marched on Rome and defeated Marius in battle. In 81 BC he restored the office of dictator, which had been inactive since the Second Punic War over a century before and used his powers to make some reforms to the Roman Constitution, meant to restore the importance of the Senate and weaken the tribunes.
Sullus was a brutal dictator when he was in power, brutally destroying rivals and enemies.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Potter. 2009. pp. 126] 


	73 – 71 BC Third Servile War
	The Third Servile War (the Gladiator War as named by Plutarch) was one in a series of three slave rebellions named the Servile Wars but was the most threatening and did the most damage.
The revolt or civil war according to Appian and Florus, who believed that the slaves wanted to conquer cities and were villain “The first position which attracted them (a suitable one for such ravening monsters) was Mt. Vesuvius” (Flo. 2. 8. [trans. Forster])[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Flo. 2. 8] 

Eventually, the legions of Marcus Lucinius Crassus caught up to and slain the rebels.

	63 BC - Cicero, Pompey and Catiline
	In 63BCE Rome was a battle ground between Catiline, an aristocrat accused of plotting the assassination of Rome’s senators, and Cicero, a politician famed for poetry and philosophy who was one of the people he was plotting against. [footnoteRef:13] Catiline ran for consulship and failed in both 64BCE and 63BCE. This was very costly and lead him to bankruptcy. He began to muster his own makeshift army whilst pleading for support from the common people. In 63BCE, cicero had won consulship. By 63BCE he used his power to stop Catiline from winning consulship. He eventually scared Catiline out of Rome after he attempted to have Cicero assassinated.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Beard. 2016. pp. 21]  [14:  Beard. 2016. pp. 30] 


	59 BC The first triumvirate
	In order to control Rome with an iron hand Caesar, Pompey and Crassus allied. These men were very powerful on their own but together they were unstoppable. Varro called them ‘a three headed monster’, as if they were tyrannical, evil and need to be slain by some hero. “As for Caesar's colleague, Bibulus, since he availed nothing by obstructing Caesar's laws, but often ran the risk with Cato of being killed in the forum, he shut himself up at home for the remainder of his term of office. Pompey, however, immediately after his marriage, filled the forum with armed men and helped the people to enact Caesar's laws...” (Plutarch Caesar 14.9-10 [trans.Perrin]). This shows how tyrannical they were.

	58 BC Clodius, leges Clodiae
	The Clodian laws (or Leges Clodiae) were a series of laws passed within the tribune of the plebs. With consent from Caesar he was adopted into a plebeian family, so he could run to be the tribune of the plebs. The laws included:
 -Lex Clodia de Auspiciis stopped the Magistrates from dissolving the assemblies
-Lex Clodia de Censoribus made rules for the censors on their functions as inspectors of public morals
-Lex Clodia de Civibus Romanis Interemptis. Was a law made specifically deal with Cicero as the law said that anyone who offered ‘fire and water’ to executors of romans citizens. 

	58-50 BC The Gallic Wars
	The Gallic Wars was the used term to describe Caesars conquest of Gaul (modern day France). Rome's war against the Celtic tribes lasted from 58 BCE and ended in 50 BCE, with Rome victorious. Vercingetorix's attempt to unite the tribes against Roman had failed due to poor relations between the tribes. He used this chance to gain prestige among roman society. He later used Gaul as an almost private recruiting ground which he will need when he eventually crosses the Rubicon.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Scullard. 1959. pp. 130] 


	49 BC Rubicon
	War became inevitable when Pompey had married the daughter of an enemy of Caesar and elevating him to consul. The tensions rose to an all-time high in January 49 BCE when the senate asked Pompey to raise an army. Caesar and his men marched across the Rubicon which separated him and his lands to Italy. Pompey realised that his troops were outnumbered retreated to Brundisium in southern Italy and then Greece to consolidate his forces. Caesar caught 10,000 of Pompey’s men in Corfinium and took the soldiers into his army. Caesar’s and Pompey’s men would finally clash in Dyrrachium. Caesar would win and Pompey retreated to Egypt where he was executed by King Ptolemy XIII.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Potter, 2009. pp. 153-154] 


	44 BC Caesar’s death
	Caesar became the dictator for life upon returning to Rome, this and his constant oppressing of the senate led to his assassination in 44BCE.  He was stabbed to death a group of 50 senators at the feet of the statue of Gnaeus Pompey during a meeting of the senate.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Potter, 2009. pp. 155] 


	43-31 2nd Triumvirate
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Around the time of the birth of the 2nd Triumvirate, the Roman republic was a shamble and almost still in civil war. The triumvirate targeted the assassins of ceasar, the 2nd triumvirate was made of Mark Anthony, Octavian (adopted son of Caesar) and Marcus Lepidus. These three men like their Triumvirate predecessors will become all powerful. They call for the execution of more that 3,000 members of the upper class including Cicero.

	31 BC – Actium
	

	27 BC - an eventful year!
	

	AD 9 Battle of the Teutoburg Forest
	

	AD 41 Caligula and Claudius
	

	AD 64 Nero and the Great Fire
	

	AD 66 First Jewish-Roman War
	

	AD 69 Year of four emperors
	

	AD70 – focus on Batavi and on Jerusalem
	

	AD79 Pompeii
	

	AD 101-107 Trajan & his Dacian Wars
	

	AD 132 Bar Kokhba Revolt
	

	AD 142 Antonine's Wall
	

	AD 165 Antonine's Plague
	

	AD 193/4 Septimius Severus
	

	AD 212 Constitutio Antoniana
	

	AD 270-274 Zenobia
	

	AD 271 Tetricus - Gallic Empire
	

	AD 284 Diocletian – emperor and his reform programme
	

	AD 293 Tetrarchy
	

	AD 303 Diocletianic Persecution
	

	AD 312 Milvian Bridg
	

	AD 313 Edict of Milan
	

	AD 325 Council of Nicaea
	

	AD 357 Julian, Battle of Strasbourg
	

	AD 380 Edict of Thessalonica
	

	AD 382 - End of Gothic War
	

	AD 410 Rome & Britain
	

	AD 476 Romulus
	

	AD 538 Hagia Sophia
	

	AD 527-565 Justinian the Great – emperor
	

	AD 800 Charlemagne – ‘Roman emperor’
	

	AD 1453 Fall of Constantinople
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