


Abstract

The research found that knife crime is on the rise as it is an ongoing major issue in North London. The research entails the increase in knife crime and the understanding of how this increases so quickly and how this has an impact on communities of London boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet. Another example was to discover the prevention strategies the Metropolitan Police use that are in place to ensure if they were effective and efficient. A questionnaire was conducted to discover the gaps in the research by public’s perception of the research project. The respondents showed they have good knowledge about the research project by providing the knowledge that wasn’t entailed in the literature review.
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Chapter one – Introduction 
1.1 Introduction
The term knife crime is described as any crime involving the use of a knife or other bladed articles which can be used in various forms (College of Policing, 2021). Knife crime is consistently on the increase with certain boroughs including Haringey, Enfield and Barnet. Davison (2024) states that the statistics of the boroughs include Haringey with highest statistic of 632 incidents followed by Enfield having 599 and Barnet having 399 incidents. One of the main reasons this topic has been chosen is to discover why these incidents are always escalating and how statistics are becoming higher and if the Police strategies the Metropolitan Police are using are one of the reasons such as stop and search. (BBC,2021) suggests that the stop and search techniques are not as effective as the Metropolitan Police would have expected it to be as it does not target the individuals involved who are a high risk of this crime and may be conducting stop and search on individuals who are not involved which can wastes the Police’s time which will have a negative impact on the police service. This gathers that the police service should suggest a different type of strategy to see positive results as the stop and search strategy does not stop individuals committing this crime meaning public confidence in the police could decrease even further.

1.2 Aim and Objectives 
The aim of the research project is to discuss the increase of knife crime and the issues this is causing within North London and the strategies the police service are using to prevent this major ongoing crime moving forward. The first objective is to identify why knife crime is on the increase and how this has become a major issue quickly across the three boroughs of North London. This objective will be conducted using a literature review to discover multiple sources to link to the research question and how knife crime has escalated this far in North London. The second objective is to identify if the strategies the Metropolitan Police service are using are effective and efficient as the strategies can also be compared to discover which strategies are most reliable. This objective will also be conducted using a literature review by identifying the positive and negative impacts on the strategies the police use to decrease knife crime within the three boroughs chosen. The third objective is to evaluate the impact knife crime has on victims within the local communities around the boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet and how these boroughs are supported. This objective will be conducted by providing a questionnaire to members of the public to gather their thoughts on knife crime within North London and potentially how the members of the public within the three North London boroughs feel about knife crime in their area to see if the police are doing their job to the highest standards that the public expect or if improvements are needed as soon as possible. 

1.3 Methods 
One of the methods conducted will be a literature review for objectives one and two. The literature review will consist of relevant literature involving major issues with knife crime in the boroughs of North London and to discover the relevant literature involving multiple strategies used to tackle the issue. The literature review will support the research question by providing information prior to the topic. According to Snyder (2019) a literature review is a key method to use gain a better understanding or improvement of knowledge on a chosen topic. Another method to be considered will be a questionnaire using the quantitative method for the research for objective three. This method is essential as the questionnaire can gather information such as dissimilar opinions about the topic as members of the public will have different aspects of the type of crime involved within the discussion providing an easy way to collect data. Naser (2024) states that a quantitative survey provides multiple opinions on a topic which can be used to see how opinions can differ from other members of the public's perspective. Another reason this survey is important is because the survey can show the views from an individual between 18 – 25 and 55 – 64 to provide a variety of answers. This dissertation will be completed in a timeframe of 8 months. The questionnaire will consist of a minimum of 50 participants with participants all being over the age of 18. The questionnaire will be produced on Microsoft forms and shared with members of the public by social media platforms. 

1.4 Conclusion 
In conclusion, Knife Crime within North London is worthy for the dissertation as it is causing many major issues for members of the public in North London each day. This is a major issue because as many case studies can be found online providing information about an incident. According to Gray (2025) “Two people have been rushed to hospital after being stabbed in the dead of night on a residential North London Road.” This gathers that multiple reports online can be found due to the number of incidents that occur in and around the borough of Barnet.  Another reason is that members of the public have easy access to knives such as machetes gathering so that the public can fear for their safety within London, meaning that there is potential loss of trust and confidence within the Metropolitan Police service. There are consistent reports of knife crime that are ongoing, meaning that statistics are increasing, which shows how common knife crime has become around boroughs of North London. 

Chapter 2 – Literature Review 
2.1 Introduction 
Within this literature review, the review will consist of the 3 objectives presented which will be supported by sources of information found that is relevant to the objectives provided. The first objective will have sources of information ranging from statistics and articles including cases studies relevant to the first objective. The second objective will consist of web sources and articles gathering examples of prevention strategies related to this objective. The final objective will include a variety of web sources, and articles providing examples of case studies such as the impact on victims within the communities of Haringey, Enfield and Barnet to support this objective. These objectives will provide the information for the aim of this project. The literature review will conclude by summarising what has been discussed within the literature review and. 
2.2 Findings of statistics and articles for the first objective 
There are a few statistics to identify why knife crime is on the increase between the boroughs of North London. One example is showing how knife crime had risen in 2019 and had not been decreased by much during the pandemic and between 2023 – 2024. (Almeida, 2025) states that the amount of knife crime incidents in 2019 had begun to rise with a total of 15,600 incidents, then the number of incidents decreased throughout the pandemic. After the pandemic in the year 2023 – 2024 the number of incidents was 15,000 meaning that there was not a huge decrease within those years. Another example is gathering how members of the public within the BAME community who are young people are more likely to be surrounded by knife crime by the areas that they live in. According to (Gwata, 2024) “ The Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC) report states that people of BAME communities are more likely to live in areas where youth violence is more prevalent, and that 50% of the population in the top 10 most vulnerable areas in London were members of BAME communities”. Another statistic gathers the number of knife and offensive weapons dealt with around London. (Barnet Post, 2025) indicates that the amount of knife and offensive weapon offences that the Criminal Justice System handled was 3,916. This statistic shows that this number was higher than the 3,543 offences a year before and then the year 2015 which shows 3,681 offences. The final statistic illustrates the knife crime rates in 2023 with the numbers increasing from the previous year. (Enfield Dispatch, 2024) indicates that “The latest figures from the Metropolitan Police show there were 611 knife offences of all types (including possession) across Enfield in 2023, up 6.8% on the previous year. Of this number, 148 involved injuries being inflicted, representing an 8% rise.”  There are multiple case studies that show examples of knife crime incidents that have happened in North London. One case study is of an attack that happened in Enfield, which gathered information of two men were left with injuries as the attackers injured the men by using a baseball bat and a machete which led to two men being arrested and charged due to the incident. (Coleman, 2020) states that the two men who were injured was 18 and 21 and they had stab injuries and were later taken to hospital. They found out that their injuries were not serious injuries and another man was also attacked with the machete and baseball bat but did not suffer any life-threatening injuries either. A different example of an incident in Enfield is... Another case study is two teenagers who stabbed a man with a zombie knife in Enfield. According to (BBC News, 2020) the victim of the zombie knife attack which happened within a block of flats, died in 2019. One of the teens aged 19 was found guilty of murder and the other teen aged 16 was found guilty of manslaughter. The one example of a case study within Tottenham is of two boys who stabbed an innocent person with a Rambo knife. The incident happened not far from the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium with the confrontation being over a girl. The confrontation started on social media and led to physical confrontation. (Kirk, 2022) indicates that the two boys who stabbed the innocent person were jailed for life as a result of their actions. The innocent person interfered with the two boys with Rambo knives by stepping in front of them as they had stabbed their friend as this person did not want the situation to escalate further but had escalated to the innocent person being stabbed as well. Another example within Tottenham is of a 55-year-old man who was left with life changing injuries from a stabbing. Benady (2025) illustrates that “At the scene they found the victim - a 55-year-old man - who was raced to hospital. His injuries are not thought to be life-threatening but may be life changing.” 
2.3 Findings of prevention strategies for the second objective 
There are numerous prevention strategies that have proven effective by the Metropolitan Police to ensure the reduction of knife crime. One of the examples is Operation Sceptre which is an effective prevention strategy used by the Metropolitan Police. This strategy has been proven to be successful as the strategy indicates the dangers of carrying knives as there are many consequences that lead to carrying a knife. (Knives for Lives, 2025) suggests that “The campaign encourages the voluntary surrender of knives and raises awareness about the dangers of carrying knives. This nationwide initiative has been successful in removing thousands of knives from circulation.” Another reason for the use of Operation Sceptre is by having police patrol certain areas with the highest rate of knife crime. (Fighting Knife Crime, 2024) suggests that during this operation they have had multiple police patrols each week to ensure safety in the areas with the most knife crime rates and have increased the stop and searches around London too which is beneficial for the Metropolitan Police as this means they can speak to members of the public to get their views on this particular issue in London. Another prevention strategy is the stop and search procedure. This strategy shows that this type of prevention may not work as well as it may not reduce knife crime as much as the Metropolitan Police expects it too. (Piquero and Sherman) state that “Research to date on the effects of police stop and search encounters (SSE) on crime in London arguably suffers a lack of precision.” This shows that the stop and search procedure does not have that positive effect the Metropolitan Police believed. The next prevention strategy is a school-based approach. This strategy has been put in place to reduce the risk of students involving themselves into knife crime and to make sure students are aware of the dangers knife crime poses. According to (College of Policing, 2021) the school-based approach has had a positive impact by having police officers on site. This resulted in the reduction of truancy, involvement of knife crime and an increase of public confidence between the police and students as students gained trust in the police due to their improvement of safety whilst at school. In comparison, Operation Sceptre has proven to be successful due to the statistics showing due to the number of knives taken off the streets meaning that Operations Sceptre has had a positive outcome. (NPCC, 2023) illustrates that a total of 9,737 knives has been taken off the streets leading to 1,693 people arrested with 829 of those in connection with knife crime offences. Within this operation they had used other tactics as well to combat knife crime such as engaging with local communities, knife surrender bins put in place and weapon sweeps around London. 
2.4 Findings of cases studies within the North London boroughs and how victims have been supported 
There are multiple case studies illustrating how victims of knife crime are supported within their boroughs. One example is one victim who volunteered to speak at school and colleges in North London to make young people aware of the dangers of knife crime and violence with youths and communities. According to (Capital City College, 2019) the victim shared their story to a group of students and discussed the challenges that their communities face every day with the ongoing situation. The survivor of the incident conducted a short film of the impact knife crime had on them to show to communities how this affected them by making young people aware how dangerous the crime really is. One support service that is vital for victims is Victim Support where victims can call or chat online on London Victim and Witness Service at any time as it is available 24/7 when in need of help. (Victim Support, 2026) states that the support service is free and available for those that have been affected by the impact of a crime no matter how long ago the crime was either. Another example of a case study is a victim who was stabbed in the hand with a machete and decided to carry a knife to protect themself moving forward but then got caught months later with the weapon they were carrying which led them to change for the better. According to Thomas and Titheradge (2017) “Since then he has spent 20 years working with young people to educate them about the dangers of drugs, gangs, knives and guns.” This indicates that the victim was willing to change for the better and wanted to teach young people the dangers of knife crime which can involve guns, drugs and gang involvements. Another support service is Gloves Up Knives Down which was founded in 2019 to support young people who are survivors of knife crime within Tottenham. (Tottenham Community Sports Centre, 2022) indicates that this support service is essential for young people as they can do boxing to help them stay away from crime and improve their overall mental and physical health which they believe will help the local community to come together and support others making the community even stronger. The final example of a case study is of a survivor from Barnet with the victim being a 14-year-old girl with life changing injuries as the victim was attacked in the face by three other girls who initiated the attack. (BBC News, 2019) illustrates that the victim remained in hospital with two of the girls were arrested in connection with the stabbing and overall, all three girls were charged with GBH due to the victim's life changing injuries. One way Barnet campaigns the dangers of knife crime are by Barnet council introducing knife surrenders bins around the borough to tackle knife crime, the aim is to put these bins in place so that members of the public that want to put a knife into the surrender bin can do this anonymously. (Barnet London Borough, 2025) states that one knife surrender bin has over 600 weapons such as knives and amongst other dangerous items put into the bin which shows that the community is willing to surrender their weapons to reduce the rate of crime and the number of dangerous items members of the public are carrying. 
2.5 Conclusion 
In conclusion, the main findings within this literature review are findings of statistics and articles, findings of prevention strategies and findings of case studies and how victims are supported. This illustrates that there was a large proportion of information found to gather the research provided although there were gaps in-between. This included not finding much information on case studies within Barnet meaning that knife crime incidents that have happened do not get published as much or due to the rates being quite low there isn't a wide amount of information to publish either. Another gap found within the research was not enough examples of how victims have been supported after being a victim of this crime one of the reasons being that funding is an issue. Victim support has had to cut their funding due to the services having repeated cuts and the budgets frozen. Kempen (2025) states that “This year alone, a 4.2% reduction in core funding has left thousands of victims at risk of being turned away.” This shows that many victims cannot get the support they need which will affect victims mentally knowing that there are less options with victim support services as funding is one of the main issues for the reduction. 


Chapter 3 – Methodology 
3.1 Introduction 
Within this chapter the following will include the research strategy chosen to conduct the research. The research will entail knife crime within North London and how this can be prevented to reduce the number of incidents. This will consist of reasoning for the research strategy and how data will be collected and how data will be analysed. The research is being conducted to discover why knife crime is ongoing and to identify if the prevention strategies are effective or not and if so, what can be done further to prevent this type of crime. 
· Objective 1 - To identify why knife crime is on the increase and how this has become a major issue quickly across the boroughs of North London. 
· Objective 2 - To identify if the strategies the metropolitan police are using are effective and efficient as the strategies can also be compared to discover which strategies are reliable. 
· Objective 3 - To evaluate the impact knife crime has on victims within local communities around the boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet and how these boroughs are supported. 
3.2 Research method 
The research method chosen for as part of the research is a questionnaire. According to (Smart Survey, 2025) a questionnaire is a set of questions provided to members of the public of the research conducted. This can include multiple choice and short answer questions which can either be quantitative or qualitative. The questionnaire was chosen for the research as it provides a range of multiple responses from members of the public which would be balanced as there would be different responses to this research which is vital for accurate data. Another reason is participants can complete the questionnaire at any time which means that participants are given plenty of time to complete the questionnaire. Stone (2023) states that “With more time to fill-in your survey and even the flexibility to start it and then come back to it at another time to finish it off, can help boost your overall response rates.” This illustrates that there is no time limit with the questionnaire meaning that respondents can take their time as there is no rush to complete the questionnaire. The final reason for the choice of a questionnaire entails that its time efficient as multiple responses can be received quickly, which can result in many respondents.  Lindemann (2023) illustrates that time efficiency is an advantage as this can provide a large proportion of data which can lead to an in-depth analysis. This type of method of research is appropriate for the research question because it is an efficient way of collecting data as well as cost efficient and this is an easy and quick way of gathering data from participants. According to Stone (2023) “Compared with a face-to-face questionnaire delivered on site, over the phone, or by post, there are no labour, paper, printing, phone or postage expenses to worry about with the online questionnaire, making it a much more cost-efficient approach.” This indicates that an online questionnaire is a quick and efficient way to gain many respondents and does not take up to much time for the respondents. The following to this is the importance of how the questionnaire supports the objectives of the research project. One of the reasons being that by finding out the opinions of members of the public online by posting on social media platforms in the boroughs specified would lead to the objectives being achieved because members of the public within those boroughs will know best about the rates and safety of knife crime overall. Naser (2024) states that “The ease of online distribution solves this. Share a survey link via email or social media.” This illustrates that posting the questionnaire online is simple and easy as QR codes can be sent on links can be sent to members of the public online. Whilst the questionnaire is ongoing the number of participants that would be expected is at least thirty participants but keep to a minimum of 5 as it is also expected to be a challenge to receive a huge amount of participants as it may be difficult to reach out to the boroughs specified for the research project. To gather these participants this will be through community pages on social media platforms as this is the target area to gain as much information in details as possible. 
3.3 Data Collection 
The data collection process will be through the two methods provided which are quantitative and qualitative data collection. According to Mcleod (2025) quantitative data is collecting numerical data which is often used to identify similarities, and which can lead to predictions on quantitative data. McLeod (2025) also indicates that qualitative data is collecting non numerical data by expressing thoughts and feelings and gathering further insights. The data will be collected from a questionnaire for the public to gather their thoughts and explain their answers on the topic provided. 
3.4 Data Analysis 
To analyse the quantitative and qualitative data this will be used by discovering if there are any patterns or similarities within the data collected and analysing why these methods are reliable. For example, within quantitative data this will be from statistics gathered and if the percentages have similar patterns. Stone (2024) indicates that “the responses to such questions can be evaluated using statistical analysis to reveal qualities and characteristics of a dataset, understand patterns or identify relationships or correlations between data points.” Another example of quantitative data is of how reliable this type of data is, such as a questionnaire providing a quick way to gather data in a short amount of time. According to Naser (2024) “As soon as someone finishes the survey, their answers are added to your results.” This shows that once the survey is completed the results are received straight away meaning that it is not a long process. Another example within qualitative data is through categories by going through the answers received to identify themes and links and how accurate they are. Stone (2024) also illustrates that “This helps reveal and improve understanding of people’s motivations, opinions, feelings and reasons for answering in a particular way.” The final example of qualitative data is also of how reliable this data is and the importance of it for a questionnaire. Stone (2023) states that ideas can form through identifying similar patterns within the research and gives the opportunity for participants to express their matters if they are quite interested in the research project meaning that this will show if there are similarities or differences within the data. 
3.5 Limitations 
There are a few limitations linking to the research such as limited access to the number of participants which means not gathering as much data. This is because of not being able to reach out to as many communities online with difficulties involved. According to (Office for National Statistics, 2026) members of communities that see online surveys may not trust what they see online as a link can be sent and members of communities that will not trust a link posted online believing that it is scam or they will believe that there are limitations to data and privacy not knowing if surveys are definitely anonymous. Another reason is that if there is not enough data this could be difficult to link the patterns due to the number of responses received from the questionnaire which limits the options available, meaning not having that many different views from members of the public. This can be because of low interest, or the public choosing to ignore the survey thinking it will take too long. Stone (2022) illustrates that “ It’s typically triggered by elements of the survey they’re trying to work through, including its design, question types and length, which often results in them abandoning the survey.” This shows that if a questionnaire is not conducted properly members of the public will choose not to complete the questionnaire if it become complicated for them whilst in the process of it. The next reason is a negative impact on quantitative research which is that if most of the questions in the questionnaire are multiple choice this would decrease the number of views on the research as participants cannot express their views due to lack of detail within the questions provided. Stone (2023) illustrates that this makes it difficult to gather an in-depth understanding of a participant's view and how they feel on the matter. 
3.6 Conclusion 
In conclusion, the methodology explains that the questionaire will identify the gaps in the research that was not found in the literature review. These gaps will be found by discovering the respondent's perception on the research project. The questionnaire will be conducted by finding similarities and differences comparing to the literature review. 
Chapter 4 – Findings 
4.1 Introduction 
Within this chapter there will be an explanation of how the findings for the research was conducted for this project. The findings from the questionnaire will refer to the objectives of this project. The objectives are the increase of knife crime and how this has escalated, assessing if the strategies the police are using are effective and finally the impact knife crime has on communities such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet. The findings will illustrate how the data was collected which was through quantitative and qualitive data collection. The results will be conducted by indicating how the results impact the research objectives by discovering the public’s opinions on this matter. There will be a comparison of the data collected to discover which type of data provided more efficient data for the research. 
· Objective 1 - To identify why knife crime is on the increase and how this has become a major issue quickly across the boroughs of North London. 
· Objective 2 - To identify if the strategies the metropolitan police are using are effective and efficient as the strategies can also be compared to discover which strategies are reliable. 
· Objective 3 - To evaluate the impact knife crime has on victims within local communities around the boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet and how these boroughs are supported. 
 
4.2 Findings of quantitative data questions 
Within the questionnaire there was 10 questions provided with quantitative and qualitative data to provide numerical data and non-numerical data.
4.2.1 How safe do you feel in your borough?
 Within the quantitative data there was results showing that 60% of respondents felt very safe but 40% felt only somewhat safe. The majority of respondents may feel safe as Barnet is one of the safest areas in London. One reason being Barnet council introduced knife surrender bins to reduce the crime meaning that the result is possibly higher due to this impact. (Barnet London Borough, 2025) states “That bin has been in place for over two years and has seen over 600 weapons surrendered last year, including knives and other dangerous items, without any reported safety incidents.” [image: ] 4.2.2 How old are you?
 One result gathered the ages of members of the Barnet community with 60% being aged 45 – 54 and 40% 25 – 34. This portrays that perspectives of this matter would be different to members of the public aged 18 – 24 as reducing knife crime mostly targets people within the 18 – 24 brackets. For example, there have been multiple incidents leading to injuries of those people under 25. (London City Hall, 2025) states that that the number of offences between in the 12 months of May 2016 and June 2025 have decreased but the offences during that period was young people under the age of 25.  
[image: ] 4.2.3 How safe would you feel at night?
 Another result is that 60% of respondents feel somewhat safe at night whereas 20% felt very safe and somewhat unsafe which divides the opinions on walking around Barnet at night due to multiple crimes committed in Barnet. For example, residents of High Barnet may feel uneasy because of students of young people intimidating members of the public. Jones (2023) indicates that “11 per cent of the residents were uneasy about law and order in and around the town centre and High Street during the evening, especially around closing time.”  
[image: ] 4.2.4 Have you witnessed knife crime in your area?
The next question illustrates that all respondents have not witnessed crime within their area which suggests that the knife crime rate is low in Barnet. (Crime Rate, 2026) illustrates that Barnet is one of the safer boroughs of London with their being 65 crimes amongst 1,000 people meaning that it is highly unlikely that that members of the public within Barnet would witness a crime in their area. 
[image: ] 
4.2.5 Findings of qualitative data questions 
Within the qualitive data there were multiple divided opinions on the questionnaire expressing their thoughts on knife crime in their area.
4.2.6 Tell me your thoughts on knife crime within your borough
The first question indicates gathering the community’s thoughts about knife crime within their area. This included different opinions such as one person believing that they believe it is getting worse in Barnet whereas on the other hand another person believes that Barnet is safe compared to other areas. There is a variety of thoughts on this question as it is believed to be regarding to members of the public’s experience within this matter. For example, one respondent says “Rare” and on the other hand another respondent replies with “I believe it is getting worse, I'm hearing of more occurrences of this happening”. According to Crime Rate (2026) Barnet is one of the safest boroughs in London overall with a crime rate of 65 crimes per 1,000 people. This explains that many of the respondents from the questionnaire that explained they believed that barnet is quite safe illustrates that they have not witnessed crime within the area. 
4.2.7 Do you think knife crime is increasing in North London?
The next question indicates whether they believe if knife crime is increasing in North London or not. One respondent says, “I believe so” whereas on the other hand another respondent says, “Not sure”. This explains that members of the public may not be aware of the severity of this crime because not much is reported within their area online or they may not know enough information on the crime but there are many incidents reported online. For example, there was a major incident that was declared as a terror incident with two men that had been stabbed in Golders Green which is located in Barnet. According to (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2026) “A 45-year-old man has been charged following a Counter Terrorism Policing investigation into an attack during which two men were stabbed in Golders Green.” 
4.2.8 How does knife crime have an impact within your borough?
The following question states the impact of knife crime within their borough. One respondent explains that “ It worries me as I have teenage children and I want them to be safe, which I thought they were but I now know this is happening within my borough and this now has a massive impact knowing that this is going on.” Another respondent explains with “Very little in my experience.” This illustrates that incidents with knife crime are reported with the members of the public that experience this being under the age of 25. For example, this can be worrying because of incidents rising with children which will have an effect on communities such as reports of knife related offences of children aged between 10 and 14. Jessup (2025) states that Metropolitan Police says 7,512 children at the ages of 10 and 14 were suspected of crime include knife related offences in 2023 which is an increase of 38% from 2020. Another question states the main issues with knife crime within the area with a respondent stating that there's always a risk of this crime spreading from different areas as many people move into Barnet. The other respondent says that they believe it is an issue relating with teenagers. For example, teenagers believe that carrying a knife will protect them not knowing they can harm themselves too. Adams (2024) states “Serious youth violence in England is widespread and not restricted to particular ethnic or demographic groups, according to investigators who were told that children as young as 11 are carrying knives for protection.”  
4.2.9 What do you think is the best solution for preventing knife crime?
The final question within the questionnaire intakes solutions for preventing knife crime. A respondent says parenting and awareness needs to be improved and another respondent states children need to be educated on the matter to decrease of the chance of this happening. For example, specific schools with hotspots of knife crime will be a priority so that children can understand the dangers of this crime. According to Home Office (2026) the government will invest £1.2 million to support those schools surrounded by high rates of this crime which will also improve on children’s safety going on their way to school. 
4.3 Comparing findings of quantitative questions with literature review 
The first question to compare is how safe members of the public feel in their area. The answers that were provided for this question are different to the literature review findings. This is because when statistics were stated in the literature review the knife crime rates were increasing which suggests that the answers provided from the questionnaire are different as respondents say they feel safe at night which shows that Barnet is much safer compared to Enfield and Haringey. According to (Crime Rate, 2026) Barnet is one of the most safest boroughs in London which makes it into the top 20 of all boroughs of London. The next question to compare is how safe members of the public feel at night. There is a similarity with this question comparing with the literature review as statistics are showing that their higher in the past recent years which suggests that members of the public would not feel safe at night if statistics with this crime are consistently increasing. (Office for National Statistics, 2021) states that “People felt less safe when walking alone after dark than during the day in a quiet street close to home; a busy public space; and a park or open space.” The following question to compare is if members of the public have witnessed crime in their area. There is a difference with this question as from the questionnaire all respondents answered no to the question although in the literature review as incidents that have occurred there have been members of the public that have also been involved in incidents or seen these incidents that would have witnessed this type of crime.  According to Youth Select Committee (2020) “In our online survey, we found that 35% of respondents knew someone who carried or had previously carried a knife.” 
4.5 Comparing findings of qualitive questions with literature review 
The first question to compare with the literature review is the views on knife crime within the boroughs with one similarity being that the views show that they have either not witnessed anything or believe that Barnet is a safe area. There is a similarity with the literature review because of members of the public willing to surrender their weapons making safer boroughs for all members of the public. For example, Enfield also have a knife surrender bin in place to reduce this crime. (Enfield Council, 2025) illustrates that a knife surrender bin has been put into place at North Middlesex University Hospital under the weapons surrender scheme which Home Office is in charge of. The next question to compare is whether knife crime is increasing or not in North London. There is a difference as most respondents believe there is an increase whereas in the literature review it is showing statistics of the rates decreasing. (London City Hall, 2025) states “there were nearly 9,000 fewer violent crimes leading to injury across London overall over 12 months – this is down by 12 per cent compared to the same period the previous year”. The following question to compare is best solutions for preventing knife crime. There is a similarity that has been stated in the literature review which is multiple prevention strategies provided and respondents explaining that children should be educated on the matter in schools which has shown positive impacts. Mcneill and Wheller state that “there are calls for programmes to work with children as young as eight (Kinsella, 2010) due to the increasing number of children carrying knives”. 
4.6 Conclusion 
In conclusion, the respondents had an excellent understanding on knife crime and from the questions provided in the questionnaire. The respondents provided the knowledge where needed that was not found in the literature review. 

Chapter 5 – Conclusion 
5.1 Introduction 
The dissertation aimed to discuss the increase of knife crime and the issues this is causing within North London and the strategies the Police are using to prevent this major ongoing crime. The research relevant to the research project aims to support those victims in need that have an understanding of the severity of this type of ongoing crime that is a major issue and the prevention strategies to support members of the public. This information was found by researching into the three objectives which are: 
 
· Objective 1 - To identify why knife crime is on the increase and how this has become a major issue quickly across the boroughs of North London. 
· Objective 2 - To identify if the strategies the Metropolitan Police are using are effective and efficient as the strategies can also be compared to discover which strategies are reliable. 
· Objective 3 - To evaluate the impact knife crime has on victims within local communities around the boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet and how these boroughs are supported. 
5.2 Objective one 
The research found that there were many statistics on the increase of knife crime explaining how those statistics increased so quickly across North London but there has also been drops in the past recent years due to the pandemic. According to Foster (2025) “The mayor says new City Hall data shows knife crime dropped by 19% between April and June this year compared with the same period last year”. This shows that knife can decrease but not always as the this type of crime is ongoing amongst young people. A recommendation would be to decrease the number of knife-related incidents even further although they have dropped in recent years the crime is still an ongoing matter that is affecting members of the public in London. (College of Policing, 2021) states that to prevent knife crime even further enforcement is a must on crime interventions that are school related, stronger enforcement on stop and search procedures. Another way to enforce members of the public carrying knives is to bring in even more knife surrender bins and consistently do knife sweeps around local communities. 
5.3 Objective 2 
The research found that the prevention strategies conducted in the research were proven to be reliable with preventing knife crime although one prevention strategy which is the stop and search procedure was found to be the most ineffective and inefficient. According to (London City Hall, 2020) with an increase with stop and search it has not shown that there has been a reduction in knife crime. A recommendation would be to use the stop and search prevention strategy the least if it very rarely works to remove knives off the streets. (Police.UK, 2026) indicates that out of 59,994 stop and searches that were conducted between October 2025 and February 2026 39,971 of those searches did not go any further with the police service. This means that the stop and search procedure should be stopped completely as the Metropolitan Police service are not getting any further positive results from this type of prevention strategy that was put into place.
5.4 Objective 3 
The research found that victims that survived knife crime explained their stories to children in schools so that children can understand how serious the crime is. Another is that there are many support services for victims in need urgently. According to (Victim Support, 2019) they believe that it is vital for victims of knife crime to have the option to receive the support they need whether the victim has reported it to the police or not. 
5.5 Limitations  
The research had limitations because the number of respondents received from the questionnaire was five this limits the research because of not receiving enough responses. Another limitation was that it was difficult to reach out to the local communities of the boroughs stated in the third objective. If the research was provided with a questionnaire again a different approach would be taken by reaching out to communities on much more social media platforms and reaching out to a different borough that was a hotspot for knife crime within North London.
5.6 Conclusion 
The research is important as this crime is an ongoing major issue with incidents still happening consistently with rates decreasing and increasing by each year. There must be more prevention strategies conducted to prevent this crime even further. Home Office (2026) states that in 2024 a new prevention strategy was provided which is Coalition to Tackle Knife Crime. This ensures bringing the members of public together such as families, campaign groups and survivors.
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