Saint Thomas Primary school 
Planning
The initial start of the after school club was to plan possible activities that the children can take part in. We also had to provide a list of resources we would like to order before the start date. We had to email between us to arrange times to meet up to discuss all the options we have come up with. The email above shows clear communication between everyone else taking part in the after school club. It shows what activities can be done and the dates as well as the resources needed.
Christmas Advent Calendars
One of the activities planned with the children was to create advent calendars with the children. This activity required a lot of preparation before as time was a big factor. While planning any activity we had to consider if there was enough time for the children to complete the activity. The preparation included drawing the tree shape onto the A3 pieces and cutting out small fabric pieces for the pockets. The fabric pockets had to be glued down before hand as it required using hot glue. This was ensure the health and safety of the children. By completing these steps before it meant we didn't require any electrical appliances near the children and the glue was dry to avoid any potential burns. The children were then giving recourses to decorate their trees and cut them out.  As part of this activity we also had to consider health and safety regulations and policy's as most advent calendars come with some sort of treat. We had to consider possible allergies the children could have and whether the forms the school had were up to date. After considering all these factors we decided it would be best if the children take the advent calendars home empty for parents to fill if they wish to do so.  The ethical issues we would have needed to consider for this activity is consent from parents.
Santa Faces
For all activities the children take part in we always provide them with pictures of the possible ways they can create it. This is to guide the children without restricting them by providing more than one picture. By guiding them we are able to control the time taken so they do not spend too much time thinking about the activity and also to help them grasp the concept of the activity as we have to take their age into consideration.
Placement
DBS
The application for attending this school as a volunteer required me to fill a form stating why I wish to volunteer and provide two references. After completing this I had to attend the school to speak to the staff and have a quick talk regarding why I wish to attend the school and also what I can provide to the school. As part of the process of volunteering at this school I had to complete a DBS check for the school, this required me to fill in an online application and once received certificate take in relevant documents into the school to be verified.
8th January, 2019
· First day at the school
· Completed group activity with children to help with recognizing pictures and matching words.
· Tour of school
· Induction discussing health and safety.
 
The first day attending the school I had to take a tour of the school. This tour consisted of  a member of the staff showing me around the school and all the fire exists. They also showed me where assembly's in the mornings would be held and the staff room. While showing all the classrooms they also introduced all the staff members of those classes and explained the role of the classrooms. As the school followed the 'new curriculum' the layout was different to any other school I had attended so they explained why this was and the benefits. 
 
They also had to go through a health and safety procedure where I had to sign some forms stating I understand the rules and regulations. Some of the regulations stating the dress code, the policy regarding privacy and safety of children. They also introduced the staff members that were first aid trained. 

11th January, 2019
 
· Introduction to school
· Observe all lessons 
· Explanation on new curriculum 
 
New curriculum
 
The school I attended for placement is a pioneer school for the 'new curriculum'. The daily role the school follows is different to regular schools which was confusing at first. After completing some days at the nursery I decided to go into the year 2 classroom. The teacher of this class was the head of leading the 'new curriculum' so she had taken some time out of the day to explain why the school has taken on this approach and the benefits. Following this she explained the routine they have and the timetable they follow. 
 
Outdoor EPIC
 
Work with a group of 3 to learn the sounds of letters and spelling. Working with chalk asking children to write a three letter word with a particular letter in it and a picture to go beside it. 'I say, you say' so the children can hear how the sound works and be able to listen if they can sound it correctly as well. 

14th January, 2019

· Follow group around their lessons. 
· Yard duty

15th  January, 2019

· One to one reading with children
· Assisting with classroom activities in Math's, English, indoor EPIC and expressive art.
 
Math's
 
· Help group of 4 understand what splitting a number consist of. E.g. 21 would be 2 tens and 1 unit 
· Used place cards + number holes. 
 
English
 
· Working with a group of 3 to understand the life cycle of a frog – help cut out pictures and glue into books, also write one word labels on a white board for them to copy into their boards.
 
Indoor EPIC
 
· Supervising children in group of 4 complete their set activity by the teacher. Helping them understand how 'pairs' work. Noah's ark activity. 
 
Expressive art
 
· Helping teacher set up and clean-up to complete the same task 4 different times with 4 different groups. 
 
While completing one to one readings with the children I could see the different abilities of the children and the stages they were at. The teacher than explained to me completing one to one readings with the children on a regular basis it would give them quality time with the children to see where they were struggling at. Some of the children is this classroom struggled with autism, ADHD and also dyslexia. This was not visible during any other observations until the readings where you could pay attention to details with the individual child. 

16th January, 2019

· Assisting in English – learning about the life cycle of butterfly's. Children have to create own butterfly cycle using different resources around the classroom. Teaching children group work and leadership.
· Helping children throughout the day complete their challenges which are in different classrooms. 
1. Maths – colour is the squares of two. 
1. Indoor EPIC – make animal sounds with instruments 
1. Outdoor EPIC – learn about temperature.
 
While completing these activities with the children I learnt that they must learn to be independent with their challenges. So it was my duty to encourage them to figure out what they have done and what needs to be completed. As part of these children take part in challenges throughout the day as the teacher provided me with help sheets to encourage my skills as a teaching assistant to ensure I help them the best I can. 
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· Completing story time  

Before completing story time with the children, the teacher advised me to pick books that relate to their current teaching topic as they will be able to learn and relate from It more. It was explained to me that children at this age learn best when they read a lot of stories which helps them gain more knowledge and use their imagination. She always advised to read the books over couple times to understand the story line fully to ensure I can engage the children throughout the duration. This included me having prepared questions before to keep the children engaged and contributing to the story time. 
 
· Curb craft
 
This lesson included taking this children in small groups out with a representative from the council to teach them about road safety. As I was the only adult representative from the school to go with the children I was provided with a first aid bag and also consent forms from all the children. We also had to wear reflective jackets to ensure we were visible to everyone outside. 

