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RECAP FROM PREVIOUS SESSION

-We looked into the definition of the outmoded and how that could be a possible way in 
to your found photograph.


-Reading materials available on Moodle.


-Examples from practitioners.
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FOUND IMAGE - THE OUTMODED 

Walter Benjamin in 'Surrealism: The Last Snapshot of the European Intelligentsia' (1929), 
writing of André Breton claimed that:


[…] he was the first to perceive the revolutionary energies that appear in the

‘outmoded’ – in the first iron constructions, the first factory buildings, the earliest

photos, objects that have begun to be extinct, grand pianos, the dresses of five

years ago, fashionable restaurants when the vogue has begun to ebb from

them. 


Therefore, according to Benjamin there is a latent ‘revolutionary’ energy present in

outmoded things, which have the potential of offering a critical conception of the past.


Benjamin, Walter (1929), 'Surrealism: The Last Snapshot of the European Intelligentsia', in Michael W. Jennings, 
Howard Eiland, and Gary Smith (eds.), (1999), Selected Writings, Vol. 2, Part 1, 1927-1934, trans. Rodney Livingstone 
(Cambridge, Mass.; London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press), p. 210.
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EXAMPLES
Hannah Höch/

Album (Scrapbook), (1933).Cut with the Kitchen Knife, (1919-1920).
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).

mailto:https://vimeo.com/210598660
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).
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EXAMPLES
Carrie Mae Weems/ From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried/ 1995
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EXAMPLES
Carrie Mae Weems/ From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried/ 1995
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

July 22nd 1972.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

August 8th 1982.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

April 16th 1984.
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013



18

EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis/ Day Sleeper/ 2020

Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis, Day Sleeper, Mack (2020).

https://mackbooks.co.uk/products/day-sleeper-dorothea-lange-sam-contis-ed
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EXAMPLES
Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis/ Day Sleeper/ 2020

Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis, Day Sleeper, Mack (2020).
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EXAMPLES
Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis/ Day Sleeper/ 2020

Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis, Day Sleeper, Mack (2020).
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EXAMPLES
Joan Fontcuberta/ Herbarium/ 1983


https://youtu.be/m5zxDX77gho?list=PLBACGBbr1vZUk3yXpJNjNwoDaND4_KsDR
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EXAMPLES
Joan Fontcuberta/ Herbarium/ 1983
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EXAMPLES
Joan Fontcuberta/ Herbarium/ 1983
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EXAMPLES
Karl Blossfeldt/ 


Adiantum pedatum, (1898-1926). Acanthus mollis (Soft Acanthus, Bear's Breeches. Bracteoles with 
the Flowers Removed, Enlarged 4 Times), (1898–1928).
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-Read Roland Barthes’ Camera Lucida first published in 1980. You can find a pdf copy 
on the module’s Moodle page. Pp. 3-47


-Bring your visual response to your ‘found’ image.


YOUR TASKS
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Today’s Session:


- Discussion, Roland Barthes’ Camera Lucida. 

- Examples of previous students portfolio and multimedia outcome.


-   Group discussion about your work.


TODAY’S SESSION
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-To introduce a practical and theoretical approach towards the found image. Show 
examples: Portfolio and multimedia outcome from previous students. 


 


AIM OF THE SESSION



32

Learning Outcomes:


-Identify key characteristics, studium and punctum, in relation to your found photograph.

 

-Put into practice elements related to the portfolios examples in the development of your  
own work.


LEARNING OUTCOMES
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Discussion points in groups of two (10mins):


- With your own words tell what is the book about.  

- According to Barthes what is the studium? Explain with an example from the book 
and/or your own example.


-   According to Barthes what is the punctum? Did you identify the punctum on your 
found image?


CAMERA LUCIDA
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Examples from previous students both Fugitive Testimonies and Re-Thinking 
Photojournalism


PORTFOLIOS 
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-On a scale from 0 to 10, do you have a better understanding on how to respond to your 
found photograph?


EVALUATION 



THANK YOU

Estéfani Bouza: e.bouza-arnoso@uwtsd.ac.uk/ February 2026  


