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Abstract

With the trend of new rural construction, the living standards of Rural China are rising, and rural villagers have also generated a certain demand for family furniture. But for a long time, China's furniture domestic demand has despised the countryside. In addition, the countryside has its unique way of life, and the influence of these unique lifestyles on furniture has not yet been seen by designers. At present, due to the influence of natural and social conditions, most scholars who study Chinese rural household furniture are divided according to regions, and then conduct the on-the-spot investigation and data analysis. Therefore, my project is to use the method of anthropological ethnographic fieldwork to study the current situation of rural home furniture in eastern Hebei, which has certain reference value for understanding the current situation and needs of family furniture in the entire north China countryside. Secondly, I intend to analyze typical cases through fieldwork, and these research processes and methods also have certain reference value for studying rural areas in other parts of China. Finally, in this article, I give a brief overview of the background and goals of the entire project, how to determine the scope of the field research of the project and the sources of my data, and how to conduct data analysis next. I hope that these steps in the early stage, can pave the way for future research, and it will also help me to analyze the current situation of the countryside in eastern Hebei more deeply.

1.Background

In terms of rural furniture, the demand for furniture from rural residents in China has increased at a rate of 30% per year in recent years (Cui et al., 2008). At present, the older generation of Chinese rural household furniture with numbered national unified production is in the phase-out (Bin, 2006). Villagers need to buy a batch of new furniture to decorate new houses, so China's rural furniture market will have good prospects for development. However, for a long time, China's furniture domestic demand has emphasized cities and light villages (Yu, 2014). According to relevant information, the home furniture used by rural villagers is almost the same as that of the city, and some are even directly eliminated from urban furniture. This creates a problem of mismatches between furniture and needs within rural homes (Marketing to China,2022).

In terms of rural life, China's rural villages themselves have their own unique political and economic systems and ways of life and production. Different from the privacy and solitude of Chinese urban families, Chinese rural people attach great importance to holding traditional customs and festivals, and the relationship between rural neighbors in daily life is also very close ( Liu, et al. 2010). In other words，in the countryside, it is common for family members and friends to be entertained at home during festivals, weddings, and funerals, and daily neighbors visit and talk about family affairs. Secondly, with the continuous improvement of China's national economic level, the mode of production in China's rural areas is changing. Under the impetus of national policies, rural areas with farming as the main mode of production have been transformed into semi-agricultural or non-agricultural modern villages, and intra-household production has also begun to become popular in rural areas (Jennifer, 2015). From this point of view, these rural unique ways of life and production will inevitably produce new demands for family furniture.

‘East Hebei Province’ is also known as ‘Jidong’ (Peng, 2020). The Jidong region selected in this paper is located in the northeastern part of the North China Plain. This area is mostly plain villages, and the level of rural economic development is rapid. East Hebei is adjacent to Beijing and Tianjin. Influenced by these two cities, the quality of life in rural areas has been continuously improved, and there is a greater need for rural furniture. On the other hand, due to the influence of the immigration wave—Crossing the Guandong East, the villages in the eastern Hebei region and most of the villages in the North China Plain belong to one branch, which has reference value for understanding the needs of rural villagers in the entire North China Plain (Peng, 2020). Secondly, since the eastern Hebei region is located in the continental fault seismic zone, the frequency of earthquakes and the radiation range have caused most of the historical relics and paper books to be damaged (Gang, 1983). Therefore, this article categorizes the types of household furniture, and I hope to partially supplement the data and the current situation of rural furniture in Jidong. At the same time, I also selected four sample villages in Luannan County, Tangshan City for research, and used field methods to search for data to ensure that the data is first-handed.

2. Project aims and objectives

First of all, the rural villagers in eastern Hebei have their unique way of life, among which the most unique way of communication, production, and holding folk activities. These three peculiar rural lifestyles, to a certain extent, have had a certain impact on home furniture. Therefore, I want to analyze the special way of life in the countryside, take villagers as the main research group, and find out the real needs of rural residents in eastern Hebei for household furniture. Then, design according to these needs and make furniture products suitable for the countryside, to truly improve the quality of life of the villagers. At the same time, the current situation of the research results on this subject can provide some reference directions for enterprises producing rural furniture, hoping that designers can make furniture products that are truly suitable for rural areas.

Secondly, I hope to provide a new research method, mainly for rural home furniture products with a regional character. Other researchers can also apply to other regions of China by adjusting the research process and research methods of this article. (The customs and living habits of each place are different, and the population is also different, which will make the current situation of household furniture in each region also different, so the methods and processes of this article need to be adjusted appropriately.)

Finally, I hope to patch up the history of rural furniture. According to the literature (Gang, 1983), the jidong region has suffered serious natural disasters, many precious materials were destroyed by the earthquake, and there are very few rural furniture data for the eastern Hebei region, so the study of rural furniture in the jidong region can improve the current rural furniture data to a certain extent.

3. Data analysis of research

This project needs to use the literature research method and anthropological ethnographic fieldwork method to collect data, and then use the method of grounded theory coding to organize the data. To further explain, in the early stage of the research, after clarifying the object of the subject research, the method of literature research is used to collect data on the natural and human environment of the research area (mainly in four aspects: politics, economy, ecology, and culture). The collection of regional-related data is mainly carried out utilizing document sorting, online data query, and field library inspections. In the middle of the research, I need to analyze the data to determine the variables caused by external factors in the research process. I will also analyze the variables that affect the research object and convert them into constants to make the research question more directional.

This project needs to select sample villages for field investigation. Legal Anthropology Gluckman (1949) stated in his fieldwork report that due to the limitation of human and material resources, he needed to use the sample research method of a specific area to narrow the scope of the research and carry out targeted fieldwork. To further explain, when the author studies a certain area and village, its natural factors must affect its social factors, which will have a certain impact on the specific object of the study. In this case, specific problems need to be analyzed in detail. So, some authors divide regions according to natural geographical conditions (Hang, et al. 2018). The advantage of this division is that researchers can better control natural variables, conduct targeted investigation or exclusion of specific factors that may affect social life, and draw more credible research conclusions. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111805878]Therefore, in my project research, I will divide the area to be studied into several distinctive and representative areas according to the combination of quantitative and qualitative methods and natural geographical conditions. Then, a targeted study is conducted on the social life differences in these sample areas to determine the dominant factors of the affected objects (Hang, et al. 2018). If I take the entire study area as the population, some villages determined by the dominant factor are the study samples (the samples are a subset of the population and some elements from the population). Then, when I analyze the sample villages, I analyze and compare the common characteristics of their social life thinking through case samples. These common characteristics can represent the overall characteristics of the social life of the entire region.

4. Research design

4.1 Limitation of the time

With the continuous change and development of society, people's needs also change. For rural residents, the furniture used in rural areas in the past is not suitable for the current rural areas, and the furniture used in the current rural areas may not be suitable for the rural areas in the future. Thus, it is necessary to make a limitation on the time scope of the thesis: aiming at the family life of contemporary rural residents, studying the living conditions of rural residents, and summarizing the changes, development, and future of rural family furniture.

4.2 Definition of rural dwellers

This paper selects residents whose household registration is in rural areas and who have lived in local rural areas for a long time. Residents who have rural ID cards but have lived in cities for a long time have been integrated into urban life and maybe the control group, but will not be the focus of this study.

4.3 Determination of the geographic scope of the field research

This field survey mainly selects four villages in three towns in Luannan County, Tangshan City, namely: Fangpao Village, Qianmadi Village, Shangcaoying Village, and Dongbahu Village.

There are three reasons why I chose the Tangshan area as a field study. 

First, the most important geographical feature of the eastern Hebei region[35] is that it has both mountain and plain landforms (Chen, 2020). The landforms in Tangshan City can be divided into two major landform areas: the Yanshan Mountains and Hills and the Luanhe Plain (Xin, 1994). 

Second, the economic level of the Tangshan area has been developing steadily, and the rural people are living well. Since the 1970s, the state has supported Tangshan County to set up small enterprises, and industries such as iron and steel, coal, cement, power generation, and textiles have grown rapidly (Yan, 2020). The 1976 earthquake did not slow down the production of steel in the Tangshan area either(Yan, 2020). After the reform and opening up in 1978, the steel industry in Tangshan ranked third in the world (Xin, 1994). All these have made Tangshan's cities and villages develop steadily, and the economic development has brought more employment opportunities to Tangshan's villagers, making Tangshan's rural residents' living standards continue to improve.

Third, the Tangshan area has attracted a more rural labor force. This is mainly because iron, coal, oil, natural gas, gold, and non-metallic minerals in Tangshan are all advantageous minerals, providing strong resource support for the development of advantageous industries such as iron and steel, energy, and building materials in Jidong (Chen, 2020). Relying on these industries are also developed: textile industry, daily chemical industry, glass manufacturing, grain and oil processing, paper industry, and so on. These large processing plants have attracted a large number of working people to settle here. Also, according to historical records, since the Qing Dynasty, rural residents in the Tangshan area have been working as miners to subsidize their households during the slack farming season (Xin, 1994).
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[bookmark: _Hlk111806273]Figure 1: Administrative division map of Tangshan    Picture source: self made

Then, I chose Luannan County, Tangshan City as the main area for fieldwork. This is mainly because the current plain villages are mostly distributed in Luannan County and surrounding areas (Lin, et al. 2008). As shown in the administrative division map of Tangshan (Figure 1), the study in this project is a plain village, while the northern part of the Tangshan area is mostly mountainous and hilly, and mostly mountainous villages (Ge, 2014). So, Zunhua City, Qianxi City, Qian'an City, and Yutian City in the northern part of Tangshan are not included in the research scope. The coastal areas of Leting County and Caofeidian District in the south of Tangshan, which belong to the fishing villages of water towns, are also not included in the research scope (Ge, 2014). The center of the map is the urban area of Tangshan City, and the countryside is mainly distributed on the edge of the city, so the central city is not included in the study. Thus, Luanzhou City and Luannan County are located in the plain area, which is far from the urban area, which is the most suitable for the research conditions. However, in September 2018, the state revoked Luanxian County and established Luanzhou City under the direct jurisdiction of Hebei Province(Yong, et al., 2021). The economic development of this city center is rapid, the northern villages are quickly demolished, and only a small part of the villages bordering Luannan County in the south still maintain the original living conditions. Therefore, the main area of this fieldwork is Luannan County.
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Figure 2: Administrative division map of Luannan County    Picture source: self made

In the end, I chose Songdaokou Town, Changning Town, and Bencheng Town in Luannan County. I selected four villages in the three towns through a sampling survey, Fangpao Village, Qianmadi Village, Shangcaoying Village, and Dongbahu Village as the main research villages (Figure 2). As of October 2019, Luannan County has jurisdiction over 1 street and 16 towns: Youyi Road Street, Laocheng Town, Songdaokou Town, Changning Town, Huge Town, Tuoli Town, Yaowang Town, Si Ge Town, Ange Town, Pajigang Town, Cheng Town, Qingtuo Town, Baige Town, Nanbao Town, Fangge Town, Donghuangtuo Town, Macheng Town (Cai, 2010). Among them, the center of Luannan County is located on Youyi Road Street, and urbanization is developing rapidly, which does not belong to the research scope of this topic. At present, Luannan County is full of high-rise buildings, and the distribution of bungalows is small. It has entered semi-urbanization, so it is necessary to remove the surrounding towns. Then, Ange Town, Pajigang Town, Qingtuo Town, etc. in the western part of Luannan County are far away from the county seat, and the villages are relatively poor, so they cannot be used as a case for a general study. So, only 65 villages in Songdaokou Town, 50 villages in Licheng Town, 45 villages in Changning Town, and 33 villages in Huge Town were left to meet the requirements of the project (Cai, 2010). According to the data, the three towns of Songdaokou Town, Changning Town, and Laocheng Town have been established for a long time (Cai, 2010). Their rural population accounts for a large proportion of Luannan County, the per capita annual income level is high, and the villagers are more likely to have the ability to buy furniture. Furthermore, according to the survey, the villagers' houses in these three towns are constantly being refurbished. Based on these conditions, it can be inferred that the residents of these three villages have a relatively large demand for household furniture. 

And then, I selected four villages in the three towns through a sampling survey, Fangpao Village, Qianmadi Village, Shangcaoying Village, and Dongbahu Village. According to the "Luannan County Chronicle", there are 286 households in Qianmadi Village, 272 households in Shangcaoying Village, 265 households in Fangpao Village, and 672 households in Dongba Village (Cai, 2010). In villages, residents are full of certain vigilance against outsiders. Therefore, I plan to contact friends in the village for the later household survey. Under the guidance of my friends, I will go to four villages and contact the local village chiefs to search for information.

4.4 Steps of Field Research

In terms of research steps, the first is the data collection part. I used direct observation, participant observation and user interviews to examine the overall situation and case specific research in the villages. The reason for examining the overall village was to analyse and judge the surrounding environment and to compare the current social situation in the study area with the information collected so far and what is known from other populations. I raised the discrepancies of previous perceptions and made accompanying notes, which were of great help in the subsequent research.

After a thorough understanding of the current state of village life and the current state of furniture, the households are identified for entry. Each household selected is analysed in terms of four aspects; the furniture itself, the home environment, the users of the furniture and the things that family members do with the home furniture. The holistic nature of looking at the interaction of the four aspects - people, things, objects and situations - and discovering the incongruous aspects, which are the demand.

4.5 Precautions for Field Investigation

I need some critical thinking. I have to constantly switch between the researcher (as the designer) and the researched group (the research object). I need to analyze users in a designer's way of thinking and analysis and find problems between users and products. I also need to stand from the user's point of view, have a certain degree of empathy, simulate and hypothesize, observe, and even live with users to discover potential user needs.

For the villages of "acquaintance society", the villagers are full of vigilance against outsiders, and designers need to have certain communication skills. When proposing solutions or making physical products, designers need to communicate with villagers in a way that ordinary people can understand, summarize new problems or understand user feedback on new products promptly, and then improve products. In the later stage, it is also necessary to use ordinary people's thinking logic, and expression to promote product marketing.

Finally, I must guarantee the privacy, the right to know, and the right of participation of the research subjects when I take photos and display the data. I need to sign a non-disclosure agreement with the research subject before the study, especially in the research family needs section. In this part, I not only need to conduct family observation and go deep into the villagers' families to record the villagers' life at home, but also need to take photos, videos, and texts to record, so I need to obtain the consent of the research subjects. Furthermore, when presenting the data, I need to obtain the consent of the observed villager's family in advance due to more privacy issues involved. After the project is over, I will also hand over all the data to the research family for processing.

5 Conclusion

In conclusion, my project is to use the method of anthropological ethnographic fieldwork to study the current situation of rural home furniture in eastern Hebei. In this article, I give an overview of the background and goals of the entire project, how to determine the scope of the field research of the project and the sources of my data, and how to conduct data analysis next. This analysis is of great help to my subsequent field research, is conducive to the development of the whole project, and also helps me to analyze the current situation of the rural areas in Jidong more deeply. However, in selecting the site for the field research, I also need to supplement the information of the field research. In the process of carrying out the project in the future, I will make an in-depth analysis again to deepen my understanding of the villages in the Jidong area.
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3 Luannan County People’s Government Information Disclosure Guidelines X
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1 Institution
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If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this
may be a copy of an email if appropriate).

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

1 Indicative title: Investigation and demand research on the current situation of rural
i household furniture in East Hebei Province
2 Proposed start date: 2022.05.01 Proposed end date: 2023.10.01

Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the
points below:

Purpose of Research Activity
Proposed Research Question
Aims of Research Activity
Objectives of Research Activity

Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain

What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge
How it addresses an area of importance.

Purpose of Research Activity

China is a largely agricultural country, the rural population accounts for more than 60% of the total
population (Cui et al., 2008). With the sustained and rapid development of the national economy and
the steady progress of the "rural revitalization", the rural economy and market have become more
and more prosperous, and the living standards of farmers have also been greatly improved. This
makes all kinds of modern furniture begin to enter ordinary rural families (Bin, 2006). It can be seen
that country furniture has great design potential (Marketing to China, 2022). However, for a long
time, China has ignored this potential consumer market in fumiture design. Some designers also pay
little attention to rural areas, and there are few cases of in-depth research on the furniture needs of
rural residents.

In this project, | use the method of anthropological and ethnographic field investigation to study the
current situation of rural household furniture in eastern Hebei and use the method of grounded
theory coding to analyze and organize the data of field research. | hope that an in-depth analysis of
the current situation of rural Jidong (also known as ‘East Hebei Province’), will have a certain

3 reference value for understanding the current situation and needs of household furniture in the entire
North China countryside. Besides, this project analyzes typical cases through field investigation, and
its research process and methods also have certain reference value for the study of villages in other
regions of China.

Reference list:
Bin, H. Y. (2006) ‘The construction of rural public goods supply system from the perspective of rural left-behind

population structure’, Party and Government Cadres Forum, (10), pp. 19-20. Available at:
https://kns.cnki.net’kems/detail/detail.aspx?FileName=DZKP200610007&DbName=CJFN2006

Cui, X. H. et al. (2008) ‘The Development Status and Prospects of my country's Rural Furniture’, Forest
products industry, (01), pp. 16-19.D0I:10.19531/j.issn1001-5299.2008.01.004.

Marketing to China (2022) Furniture Market in China. Available at: https:/marketingtochina.com/furniture-
market-china/ (Accessed: 30 March 2022)
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Research Question

At present, what is the demand for furniture of rural households in eastern Hebei? Does the furniture
have any special usage?

The villages in eastern Hebei have a unique way of life. Does this way of life affect family furniture?
Are these lifestyles creating new demands on furniture?

Is the traditional fumiture in the villages of Jidong still preserved? How was that traditional furniture
used? Is there any special way of using it?

Table—-Basic introduction

Setting Objects Intervention/Phenomena
Fangpao Village
Qianmadi Village

) " main family member Express / record
Sh;:r?c::mjn\g/i}llglaege home furniture Demand for home furniture
(In Lugnnan Cou?n family environment Use of home furniture
Y, Family life Status of traditional furniture

Tangshan City, Hebei
Province, China)

(this box should expand as you type)
Aims of Research Activity

1. According to the unique way of life of rural villagers in eastern Hebei, find out the real needs of
rural residents in Jidong for family furniture. Then, design according to these needs, and make
furniture products suitable for the countryside, to truly improve the quality of life of villagers.

5 2. Provides a new research method, mainly for rural household furniture products with a regional
character.

3. To discover the traditional furniture in eastern Hebei and make detailed records, to repair part of
the history of rural furniture in Jidong.

Objectives of Research Activity

1. Gather information on furniture usage patterns from the perspective of family members (key
participants) through semi-structured interviews and questionnaires.

2. By participating in the family life of the participants, observe the status of family members' use of
household fumiture and discover potential needs.

3. The overall environment inspection of the village and the collection of household furniture data are
carried out in the form of visits, observations, and photographs.

4. Classify the furniture according to the collected data, and analyze the characteristics of the

6 furniture, the layout of the space, the use of the furniture, and the needs.

5. Summarize the influence and demand of furniture by the special communication mode in Jidong
villages.

6. Summarize the influence and demand of furniture by the special production mode in Jidong
villages.

7. Summarize the influence and special needs on fumiture when folk activities are held in Jidong
villages.

8. Summarize the characteristics and usage of traditional furniture in Jidong villages.

(this box should expand as you type)

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
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Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear
what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed
appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to
justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary
for you to complete your project.

This project needs to use the literature research method and anthropological ethnographic fieldwork
method to collect data, and then use the method of grounded theory coding to organize the data.

The study as a whole consisted of three field trips. The first two inspections will be conducted
through questionnaires and interviews. The final expedition required a residence in the selected
study's home, and the researchers conducted participatory experiences and observations.

Data Collection:
Data will be collected using a variety of methods and tools, including:

a. Qualitative methods and tools
Semi-structured interviews with participants
Participate in interviews in the following three ways:
Face-to-face (at the participant's home)

Video consultation

Telephone

b. Quantitative methods and tools
Participants fill out a questionnaire about furniture preferences
Household data obtained from furniture purchase records and interview data

c. Other methods
Mobile phone photo, video, camera
7 With the consent of the participants, the camera and other auxiliary tools are reasonably installed

Overview:

a. Recruitment:
Recruitment and informed consent processes.

b. Data Collection - Round one:

Visits, observations, and records: Guided by a friend into the village, first have a brief understanding
of the general situation of the village.

Task: To inspect the whole village and understand the current living conditions of the villagers.
Summarize the current residential mode, house layout, and common features of the four villages.

Data collation and analysis:

According to the situation of visits, field observations and supplements were made to the literature
data of rural life that could not be found.

According to the use function of the house, the courtyard house is classified.

Get to know the general situation of the villages and analyze the commonalities of the current life of
the four villages.

c. Data Collection - Round two:
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Interviews, mobile phone photos, records, and questionnaires: Continue to be led by friends into the
village, observe and take photos of 20 families in the village, and select the hostess of 7-10 families
to record the interview.

Task: Take photos in a "door-to-door" style to collect pictures of family furniture and the layout of
family fumniture in the whole family space.

Data collation and analysis: Classify and sort out the pictures of family furniture, and analyze the
current surface problems of the furniture.

d. Data Collection - Round three:

Check-in participant households and interviews: Three households were selected to live in, and six
study households were interviewed in depth.

Task: Observe the behavior of villagers using household furniture by entering the house. As a friend,
the researcher participated in and recorded the way the participant's family used household furniture
in their daily life, in holding folk activities, in daily communication, and family production. Then,
organize and conduct targeted interviews and chats.

Data collation and analysis:

Summarize and analyze the current problems of family furniture in combination with the special way
of life in the countryside.

Learn how furniture can be used in different scenarios.

Summarize the preferences of the villagers for furniture.

Sort out the current unmet furniture needs.

e. Question frame for interviews

1. What problems have you encountered when using home furniture? The most prominent problem?
In what aspects?

2. Do you have a dinner party at home during the Chinese New Year? Do relatives and friends come
when you hold a wedding or the New Year party? Will you use the living room? Is there any
inconvenience?

3. Do you usually work from home? Do you keep animals? Sell things? Will it cause any trouble in
the living room?

4. Do people usually come to chat with you at home? Will you chat with others? Where will you
chat?

f. Development of final framework.
This framework will be tested in subsequent linked study.

(this box should expand as you type)

Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

The study will be conducted in Luannan County, Tangshan City, Hebei Province, China.
8 The villages studied in the field are Fangpao Village, Qianmadi Village, Shangcaoying Village and
Dongbahu Village.

(this box should expand as you type)

Research activity outside of the UK

If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical
considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local
guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and
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whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any
licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural
and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do
the research then please state this.

The 'Luannan County People's Government Government Information Disclosure Guidelines' that |
followed did not go beyond any ethical rules normally set out in the UK.

9 There are no specific ethical concemns in the local environment in which the research activities take
place.
(this box should expand as you type)
Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT NO X
10 | publicly available?
YES O
If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not
in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the
country in question and that of England and Wales.
11
(this box should expand as you type)
Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being
of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015? YES NO
12 | A prosperous Wales O X
13 | Aresilient Wales O X
14 | A healthier Wales O X
15 | A more equal Wales O X
16 | A Wales of cohesive communities O X
17 | A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language O X
18 | A globally responsible Wales O X
19 | If YES to any of the above, please give details:

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

Will the research activity include: YES NO
1 Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument? X O
2 Use of interviews? X O
3 Use of focus groups? X O
4 Use of participant diaries? O X

July 2021 7 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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Use of video or audio recording?

Use of computer-generated log files?

Participant observation without their knowledge?

Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific
consent?

Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be
10 N . A .
experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?

11 | Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?

5
6
7 Participant observation with their knowledge?
8
9

12 | Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?

13 | Use of procedures that involve deception?

14 | Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?

15 | Working with live vertebrate animals?

O|jg|ojo|o|o|j0|0|0|0|X|X
XX KXKKXKKK X|X| XK|IX OO

16 | Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?

17 Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection
method(s) below.
Details of any other primary data collection method:

Long-term participation and residency in the participant's family

(this box should expand as you type)
If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the
following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been
obtained.

SECTION G: Intended Participants

If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

Who are the intended participants:

<
m
(7]
4
o

=

Students or staff at the University?

Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?

Vulnerable adults?

Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or
Guardian will be required)

Prisoners?

Young offenders?

Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with
the investigator or a gatekeeper?

People engaged in illegal activities?

Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who
9 | may be unable to give consent.

o|~N|o|a|l s w|N
00|00 X |0|X|(O
XX |X|X|O|X|OlX

X
O

Details of any other participant groups:
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for family furniture.

(this box should expand as you type)

My research object is to the entire family members, mainly the male and female
masters of the family, and also pay attention to the needs of the elderly and children

how will they be recruited?

Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and

How many patrticipants are
10 | expected?

Round 1: 20 households are to be visited and 10 housewives are
interviewed.

Round 2: In-depth interviews with 6 family members, about 30
people.

There are a total of 26 families, and the number of interviews is
about 40 persons.

(this box should expand as you type)

11 Who will the participants be?

a. Key criteria for participants: (must be met)

This paper selects residents whose household registration is in
rural areas and who have lived in local rural areas for a long time.
Residents who have rural ID cards but have lived in cities for a
long time have been integrated into urban life and maybe the
control group, but will not be the focus of this study.

b. Participant's Secondary Criteria:

My research object is the whole family members, mainly the male
and female masters of the family, but also pay attention to the
needs of the elderly and children for family furniture.

Eligible family members consist of:

Host and hostess, two old people, one child

Host and hostess, two elderly people, two children
Host and hostess, two elderly people, three children
Host and hostess, an old man, a child

Host and hostess, an old man, two children

c. Special family standards: (b may not be satisfied)

Families holding folk activities (folk activities include weddings,
funerals, birthdays, New Years, etc.)

Households engaged in home production (home production is the
main source of income, home shops, home restaurants, etc.)

Choose one or two households per condition

(this box should expand as you type)

12 How will you identify the
participants?

Eligible participants will be identified using a purposeful selection
method. Recruitment will be evenly distributed from the study
area.

July 2021
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Research area:

The study will be conducted in Luannan County, Tangshan City,
Hebei Province, China.

The villages studied in the field are Fangpao Village, Qianmadi
Village, Shangcaoying Village, and Dongbahu Village.

a. First choice:

Led and recommended by a friend.

30 families meeting the above three categories of participant
criteria were recruited from the study village, and then 10-15
housewives were randomly interviewed.

b. The second selection and screening:

In-depth interviews were conducted with 6 families selected from
among 15 housewives | knew.

Indicate by filling out a short form whether they would like the
researcher to take an in-depth look at their home life, which
includes accepting the researcher into the home, installing
cameras, recording videos, taking photos, etc.

c. Third choice:

This recruitment was selected based on particular family criteria
(Special family standards). As long as there are households in the
four villages that hold folk activities at home and households
producing at home, all can participate.

Choose one or two families for each condition.

No other family member information will be collected without the
consent of the participant. No information will be retained about
families that refuse to participate.

(this box should expand as you type)

Information for participants:
YES NO N/A

13 Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in = o o
advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?

14 | Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary? X O O

15 | Will you obtain written consent for participation? X O O

16 Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the = O O
research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?

17 If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their O O =
consent to being observed?

18 Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at = O O
any time and for any reason?

19 With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting = o o
questions they do not want to answer?

20 Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full = O O
confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?

July 2021 10
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21 Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way = o o
appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
22 | If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation
(this box should expand as you type)
Information for participants: YES NO N/A
24 | Will participants be paid? O X O
25 | Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants? O X O
26 Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or o = o
University arising from this study?
27 Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in O = O
any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
28 | If YES to any question, please provide full details
(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external
research collaborator) you may append that to this form.

1 Full risk assessment completed and appended?

Yes O
No X

Risks to participants

2 | For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm,
transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

Risk to participants:

Participant's Emotional Distress in Answering
Questions (Interview)

May have trouble in their lives

How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

First, leamn about the etiquette and taboos of
researching villages. Then follow the local
customs, respect the locals, and bring gifts for
the interviewees. Finally, prepare the survey
outline before doing the fieldwork, ask almost
the same questions to each interviewee, and
ask the interviewees to answer the questions.
This avoids a lot of mood swings during the
interview.

The study required researchers and participants
to be in the same space for an extended period,
which invaded the normal lives of the subjects.
So, when choosing families to study, it is best to
have acquaintances, friends, or relatives as the
first families to study. Then the family leads the
researcher to get acquainted with the whole
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village and recommends choosing the next
family that needs to enter the household.

COVID-19 risk assessment China has yet to fully lift the Covid-19 control
restrictions. In this study, the researchers strictly
followed China's Covid-19 guidelines and the
study village's epidemic prevention and control
policies and isolation policies to ensure the
safety of the villagers. In addition, the
researcher must properly wear masks and
observe social distancing during the research
process.

(this box should expand as you type) (this box should expand as you type)

If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give
3 details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline

numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

Discussion of sensitive or personal information.

Participants will likely be asked questions about their work background, work income, personal
experience, their life background, and perceptions of furniture needs. Previous studies have
reported that issues that participants felt were too personal or sensitive could lead to unhappy
participants or caregivers, partners, or family members. The researcher can pause, suspend, or
terminate the interview if it causes distress during the interview.

(this box should expand as you type)

Risks to the investigator
4 | For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of
harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

Risk to the investigator: How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

Risks of working alone Keep your phone switched on at all times, text
your itinerary to family or friends, and plan your
estimated arrival and return time in advance.
During the interview, send the specific address
of the interview to your family or friends in the
form of text messages, and try to end the
interview within the specified time. During the
residence period, reduce the number of times
you go out at night, and lock the door before
going to bed.

COVID-19 Risk Assessment. China has yet to fully lift the Covid-19 control
restrictions. In this study, the researchers strictly
followed China's Covid-19 guidelines and the
study village's epidemic prevention and control
policies and isolation policies to ensure the
safety of the villagers.

(this box should expand as you type) (this box should expand as you type)
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University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

Risk to the University: How you will mitigate the risk to the University:

Organization reputation UNTSD The conduct of the research is based on the
researchers' professional, ethical and

(this box should expand as you type) organizational behavior and standards of
conduct.

The research will be conducted with the highest
ethical standards.

(this box should expand as you type)

Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

Risk to the environment: How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

Data collection is done by means of airplanes Researchers will minimize the use of flying and
and cars (the location of the interview is in rural | cars to minimize the impact of travel on the
China) environment.

(this box should expand as you type) (this box should expand as you type)

Disclosure and Barring Service

If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure
and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any YES NO N/A
contact with such participants.

Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate? O X O

If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not
available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be
subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

1

Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

The participants' privacy, right to know, and right to participate should be guaranteed when taking
pictures and data presentation, and a confidentiality agreement must be signed with the participants
before the study. Especially in the research family needs part. The researcher needs to enter the
household to observe and go deep into the villager's family to record the villager's life at home
using photography video recording, and writing. The consent of the participants is required in
advance.

Sign a contract with the key research family of the project, and obtain the consent of the observed
villager's family in advance due to the more privacy issues involved in the presentation of the data.

After the project is over, all personal data will be returned to the survey family for processing.

(this box should expand as you type)

Informed consent

Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is
involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.
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This research will be personal, confidential, and sensitive personal data as defined under the Data
Protection Act 2018 (DPA). Informed consent was required for this study to ensure that participants
understood that data for the study would be obtained from interviews, questionnaires, and
recordings, and consent was obtained for data storage and anonymized data sharing after the
completion of this project.

Informed consent will be obtained from each participant before conducting any research
procedures.

Before conducting the research, the participants were informed in advance of the following: the
fieldwork assignment book, fieldwork plan, and fieldwork plan content of this research. Ensure that
they understand the overall project implementation plan.

In the process of project research, if the project plan, research content, research location, and
research cycle are adjusted, the participants should be informed in time, and then corresponding
adjustments should be made. Secondly, during the process of the project, share information with
the participants, analyze the results, and ensure the right to participate in the research subjects.

At the end of the project, the participants are invited to participate in the fieldwork report meeting.

Before displaying pictures, videos, and summary materials, the consent of the participants is
required. If the participant does not consent, the data collected will not be publicly displayed.

(this box should expand as you type)

3 Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If
anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.

This study will comply with the following six data protection principles.

1. Anonymize or encode data and furniture samples (non-real-name processing). If real-name
identification is implemented, informed consent from the participants must be obtained.

2. If the participant's personal information must be retained for follow-up research, the researcher
must have a corresponding data storage and confidentiality method to avoid the disclosure of
personal information.

3. Strictly keep the research materials confidential (for example, keep them in special filing cabinets
or reference rooms and lock them), and strictly prohibit unrelated persons from accessing the
research files.

4. When conducting research within the participant's home or village, special care must be taken to
prevent the unintentional dissemination of data within the village.

5. Researchers should also pay attention to protecting the privacy of participants when publishing
papers and conference reports. Typically, investigators should use aggregated data rather than
individual participant data.

6. The ethics review committee should carefully review and supervise the privacy and confidentiality
measures in the research project.

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
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Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General

Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 YES NO
“DPA")?

“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable

natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can

be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier

1 | such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or X O
to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental,
economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio
recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.

If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

a. The question I'm currently working on has no previous data to answer, so a new database needs
to be constructed.

b. At present, the personal information of the participants needs to be collected, including work
background, salary level, personal experience, life background, etc. Second, the interviews need to
be conducted at the participants' homes.

2 Careful consideration has been given to this to ensure that participants are protected and that
information shared and stored has been consented, to in compliance with DPA 2018 and GDPR
2016.

Participant interviews will be recorded using video and audio capture devices.

(this box should expand as you type)

Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)? YES NO
“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as

to the data subjects’—

(a) racial or ethnic origin,

(b) political opinions,

(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,

3 | (d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour X O

Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),

(e) physical or mental health or condition,

(f) sexual life,

(9) genetics,

(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),

If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be
collected:

This subject needs to study the traditional folk activities held by families, and this part of the data
will be mainly analyzed.

4
Data will be obtained from interviews, questionnaires and research journals.

(this box should expand as you type)
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or | YES NO
materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?

5 | Manual files (i.e. in paper form)? X O

6 | University computers? X o

7 | Private company computers? O X

8 | Home or other personal computers? ] X

9 | Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks? X ]
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10 | “Cloud” storage or websites? ] X
1 Other — specify: o =
For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data
12 | confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption,
anonymisation and pseudonymisation:
a. All information collected will be kept confidential and anonymous, per DPA 2018 and GDPR
2016.
b. All collected data will be backed up to the University computer and encrypted USB storage
device. During data collection, transcription, and analysis, backups were made to the USB storage
device monthly. All digital resources will be encrypted and password protected and data will be
pseudo-anonymized/ anonymized as early as possible.
c. The data temporarily saved in the laptop is transferred to the university computer on time every
month, and any data transferred will always be completely anonymous to ensure that no data will
be lost and leaked.
(this box should expand as you type)
Data Protection
Will the research activity involve any of the following activities: YES NO
13 | Electronic transfer of data in any form? X O
14 Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research O =
team?
15 | Sharing of data with other organisations? O X
16 | Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK? X O
17 | Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers? X O
18 | Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals? O X
19 | Use of data management system? O X
20 | Data archiving? O X
If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in
21 | accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents,
where appropriate):
13. & 16. My research location is in China. | need to collect data in China and then transfer the data
to the university computer through the Internet.
17. When conducting interviews, | need to make an appointment to contact participants with a
Chinese mobile number.
(this box should expand as you type)
22 | List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

Researcher--PhD supervisory team (anonymised data only)

(this box should expand as you type)
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23

List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

Researcher—CHEN BINGLU

(this box should expand as you type)

24

Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data,
where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived — if so how and if
not why not.

All meaningful raw data generated during the project will be kept together along with the direct
results of interviews and collections. The storage time of the data is subject to the data policy of
UWTSD (2016), and it is stored in PDF format.

Data will be provided upon completion of this Professional Doctorate.

After the project is completed, the anonymized raw data will be deposited in the UWTSD research
data repository. If an academic needs access to the data, please contact the UWTSD Data
Administrator.

(this box should expand as you type)

25

Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see
https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ). If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff)

All data held through the UWTSD Research data repository will be stored and maintained
indefinitely.

Under the UWTSD Research Data Policy (2016), the UWTSD Research Data Repository will be
responsible for long-term governance. This responsibility is reserved by the UNTSD Research
Data Repository Director.

(this box should expand as you type)

Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see

26 https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/) YES x4
Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your

27 | research has completed or the end of your funding YES X
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confirm that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is
published on the website: https:/www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/

Date:
1 | Signature of applicant: CHEN BINGLU

2022. 08.15

For STUDENT Submissions:

2 Director of Date:
Studies/Supervisor:
3 Signature:
For STAFF Submissions:
4 Academic Director/ Assistant Date:
Dean:
5 Signature:

Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the
guidelines and attached any required documentation:

| have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

| have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

| confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

K| XK X

| have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

| have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE
ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

X

| understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet
the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

| understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents
X | (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be
confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY

All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to
paresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your
University and personal email accounts regularly.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages:
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/
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