Representations of Brittany: The Celt as Romantic hero!
Tasks for week 2 discussion

The aim this week is to recognize ‘Romanticism’ through a close-reading exercise, and to learn about some key descriptions of Brittany.

What is Romanticism? 
1. Find definitions
1. analysis of extracts from Chateaubriand (=Breton) and Rousseau (not Breton)


Extracts for study

The Martyrs (Chateaubriand)

[bookmark: _Hlk84836344]At last I reached the country of the Redones [people of Rennes]. Armorica presented nothing to my view but vast forlorn tracts of heath, impenetrable woods, and deep and narrow valleys, which were watered by small streams that no navigator ever explored, and which pour their waters into the ocean unnoticed and unknown: a solitary, sad and stormy region enveloped in fogs, echoing with the howling of the winds, and whose rocky shores were lashed by a furious/ savage ocean. 
The castle where I commanded, and which was situated at a distance of some miles from the sea, was an ancient Gaulish fortress, which had been enlarged by Julius Caesar, when he carried war into the territories of the Veneti and the Curiosolitae. It was built on rock, with forest in the background, and was bathed by a lake in front. 
There, separated from the rest of the world, I spent many months in solitude. This retreat was not without its use. I descended into my own conscience, I probed wounds which I had never had the courage to touch, since leaving Zacharius, and entered with ardour upon the study of my religion. 
(Adapted from The Martyrs, translated by O. W. Wright (New York, 1859), p. 185, available at internet archive, but beware of the mistakes in it https://ia800307.us.archive.org/11/items/TheMartyrs1859/TheMartyrs1859.pdf ) 

Memoirs from Beyond the Grave (Chateaubriand)
[bookmark: _Hlk84836510]Spring, in Brittany, is milder than in the neighbourhood of Paris, and begins three weeks earlier. The five birds that herald it, the swallow, the oriole, the cuckoo, quail and nightingale, arrive with the breezes that gather in the bays of the Armorican peninsula. The earth is covered with oxeye daisies, pansies, daffodils, narcissi, hyacinths, buttercups, anemones, like the waste ground that surround [the churches of ] Saint John Lateran and Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, in Rome. The clearings sprinkle themselves with tall, elegant ferns; the stretches of gorse and broom glow with blossom that one might mistakes for golden butterflies. The hedges, their length full of strawberry and raspberry runners, and violets, are decorated with hawthorn, honeysuckle, and brambles with curved brown strands that will bear flowers and magnificent fruit. Everywhere seethes with bees and birds; the swarms and the nests bring children to a halt at every step. In sheltered spots myrtle and nerium oleander grow over open ground, as in Greece; figs ripen as they do in Provence; and each apple tree, with its carmine flowers, resembles the large bouquet of some village sweetheart/ bride. 
(Adapted from A. S. Kline © Copyright 2005 All Rights Reserved. You can read the whole book here: https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Chateaubriand/ChateaubriandMemoirsBookI.php#anchor_Toc158719474 )

Read the ‘notes on Chateaubriand’ contained in tile 2.
What do you know about these two texts (Purpose? Publication details? Reception history? Genre?)
How are they different? (narrative voice? Genre? Setting? Vocabulary? Terrain? Flora/fauna?)
How are they similar? (what can you recognize from today’s tourist brochures?)

But how ‘Breton’ is this really. We could take a passage from Rousseau and say that these elements are present:

The Reveries of the Solitary Walker (Rousseau)

The banks of the Lake of Bienne are more wild and romantic even than those of the Lake of Geneva, since the rocks and woods approach nearer to the edge of the water, and in other respects are no less delightful. If well cultivated meadows and vineyards are not so numerous; if there are fewer towns and houses, there is more natural verdure, fields, sheltered retreats and groves; in a word, agreeable and well-contrasted objects more frequently present themselves.
(from the 5th ‘walk’, published posthumously 1782).
(adapted from an anonymous English translation, 1796, available http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks19/1900981h.html#ch5 )


Conclusions ?
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