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Introduction.
Story telling can offer many benefits to children’s language and literacy development, the National Literacy Trust (2017) discusses how reading aloud with children supports their development in two-way communication as well as being an important source of new vocabulary, they state the repetition and rhythm that can appear in stories is beneficial to babies learning language structures and skills. This is supported by The Australian Parenting Website (2020) they explain as well as hearing words and language through stories children also become familiar with sounds which supports their literacy development, similarly, they also discuss how rhymes and singing promote early literacy, not just through reading a story from a book but by making up stories or reading packaging, posters or signs in everyday life.
The teaching of oracy for children to be able to develop their own voice is prioritised in education according to Lodge (2020). She goes on to say children need to be able to confidently express their thoughts, feelings and opinions as well as being taught other aspects of oracy including turn taking and non-verbal cues such as eye contact, body language, pitch and tone of voice as well as developing their listening skills, she states ‘Silence is not golden’.

Main body.
Naeum (2012) explains developmentally appropriate care includes close interactions with close family members and community through playing, singing, talking and reading, she states that babies who experience developmentally appropriate care are likely to flourish as they are given the opportunity to access their thoughts and feelings through stories, rhymes, talking and experiencing language, the story teller offers these opportunities within the traditional story by reading a rhyming story within an intimate environment that is appropriate for a bedtime story. 
Killick (2011) explains the positive effects of family or close contact story telling can have positive, long-lasting impacts on the children who are listening. He states this is supported by Bowlby’s (1969) attachment theory. Furthermore, an existing secure attachment relationship can be appreciated as well as how the attachment can be enhanced through telling stories with a familiar adult the child already has a close relationship with. 
Ranson (2016) states rhythm and rhyme both have an important role within early literacy development, she explains this is due to the fact children’s early literacy development focusses on listening and speaking rather than reading and writing. She goes on to explain how incorporating rhythm and rhyme into everyday life can be done within a child’s daily routine for example, out walking, on car journeys, in the bath and at bedtime. 
Stories written with rhymes support children’s phonemic awareness, it proves more difficult for children to recognise words by sight if they have not confidently grasped phonics or have difficulty discriminating sounds and rhyming patterns audibly according to Niamh (2021). Kuppen (2020) agrees that rhyming language can offer benefits to children’s literacy development, she discusses how the repetition of sounds and rhythm can support children in knowing what is coming next, supporting children in remembering the words as well as highlighting individual sounds.
Within the traditional story telling recording, the storyteller points at pictures while reading the story to show what they are talking about or to emphasise descriptions in the story. Kredensor (2013) explains the most basic version of storytelling is through pictures and that the images can tell the story without the use of words, they go on to state communication can be visual and by seeing images within a story a child’s understanding is likely to increase as the words of the story that is being read to them can also be seen in pictures and by adults drawing attention to the images the child’s understanding of the words are increased. 
Balcazar (2019) offers pictures within books are beneficial to children who are in the early stages of beginning to read. They discuss how images shown alongside words provide the tools to support a child’s understanding of what is being read to them therefore, acting as a visual road map for the story, she also explains how drawing attention to images within the story can encourage children to make predictions and make guesses about what may come next in the story.
Ben (2012) discusses benefits of pointing, however, he states that a study from Ohio State University showed that teachers who point to the words as they are reading them out had children within their class with higher reading and writing skills than those children whose teachers did not point, although the storyteller within the traditional story recording only pointed at pictures to emphasise what was being read and did not point to the words as they were reading.
Kate (2014) offers talking about stories we have read with children and asking them questions about it or allowing them to ask questions can help them to understand the story they have heard, it also gives children the opportunity to ask questions about new or unfamiliar words, enhancing their vocabulary.
Milby (no date) cited in Scholastic Parents Staff (2020) states by asking questions during story time, adults are encouraging children to think critically and be active readers. She states by asking these questions children are learning to think about the words of the story they are listening to in more depth. However, Grabmeier (2019) discusses adults may be asking too many questions during story time and that adults should encourage children to think cognitively and linguistically by asking questions that may be challenging for the children, however, he finds most questions asked by adults only allow for one-word answers rather than questions being asked by adults that allow for children to explore any thoughts they have and be able to give elaborate answers. Within the traditional story recording, there could be more time given for questions to be asked differently as only closed ended questions are asked throughout the story even though there are opportunities where the storyteller could ask questions to get the children to use their imagination and make predictions as to what may be happening in the story and who characters may be.
According to Smeda, Dakrich and Sharda (2014) story telling in digital form is becoming part of life, therefore it is on the threshold of becoming a part of teaching and learning that is important, they explain digital story telling can be seen as a merge of the traditional way of telling stories with the use of new technology. This is supported by Welsh Government (2015) which states within the new curriculum for Wales children will be capable and ambitious within their learning and be able to communicate effectively in different forms as well as using digital technologies in a creative way to communicate. The Foundation Phase (2015) states the use of technology should be holistic and a skill that children are able to develop across the curriculum through being given the opportunity to a range of experiences.
Cornerstone Learning Centre (2019) believes convenience is offered through technology, they state it can boost a child’s listening skills and increase their focus on one topic. Furthermore, they explain how digital stories enhance a child’s communication and ability to express themselves as well as encouraging questions on thoughts and feelings and learning how to communicate them. They also state children can gain a wider range of vocabulary from hearing new words within the story. Within the digital story recording, children are given the opportunity to experience emotions and feelings through the character in the book as well as being given the opportunity to join in with the rhymes throughout the story, this supports Cornerstone Learning Centres explanation of increasing a child’s focus and expressing themselves, as well as supporting a child’s literacy development through hearing the language of the story as well as rhymes. By encouraging the children to join in with the singing and chanting of nursery rhymes the storyteller is following Vygotsky’s theory of language development, by focussing on social learning children are engaging and interacting with their peers and will learn within the zone of proximal development (Lumen, 2016). Playgroup NSW (2015) offer benefits of using nursery rhymes to further a child’s oracy development, they explain they can support children repeat groups of sounds they might usually find difficult in other situations. They go on to say rhyming acts as a precursor to written language as sounds that are not used in regular language development are introduced, they state this supports the child’s brain to clearly differentiate different syllables within the words they are hearing and identify similar words. Rhyming and pronunciation during language development encourages children to listen to what is being said to them (Playgroup NSW, 2015). However, Anderson (2015) explains there may be negatives in telling children nursery rhymes especially traditional rhymes that have been passed down through generations, he explains, although using rhyming for children’s literacy development has its benefits, however, adults who are telling the rhymes should take into consideration the history behind these rhymes and consider the impacts the meanings or stories behind the rhymes may have on children and that the rhymes should possibly be updated.
Within the digital story recording facial expressions and body language are used to express the feelings and emotions of what is being said throughout the story as well as changing the tone and pitch of the story tellers voice when feelings or emotions need to be emphasised. Barbee (2020) states placing stress on nouns and verbs when telling a story helps in creating the meaning of the sentence, he goes on to say it is not only single words that need to be emphasised when telling a story, he explains by changing pitch in different parts of a sentence the listener is then able to determine whether what is being said is a question or statement. He also discusses how pitch and tone of voice can be used to reinforce a message or express doubt. Pace is another point that Barbee (2020) discusses, he explains how the story tellers’ pace can support the listening to understand the feelings of the character for example if the storyteller speeds up the way they’re talking it could indicate the character is feeling scared or possibly excited, he states facial expressions and body language reinforce what is being said. Within the digital story recording, the storyteller changes the pace at which they are speaking when something is happening that may be scary, worrying or exciting and slows down their pace and volume of speaking when describing an action towards the end of the story.   Ben (2012) also explains how body language can support the listener in understanding the meaning of the story that is being told to them and explains dramatization is what can make story telling great, he goes on to say how facial expressions and body language can tell parts of the story without having to use words which is beneficial in engaging the listeners imagination. 
Within the digital story video, another paralinguistic feature the storyteller uses are gestures. Tomasello (2020) states before children are able to use language they will communicate through gestures for example, pre linguistic children will point at objects they want, he further explains how gesturing and using body language is a natural form of communication and that even when children are unable to verbally communicate, they can understand what is being told to them by these gestures and the body language used.

Conclusion.
To conclude, storytelling, whether it be telling a traditional story, or a digital story offer a wide range of benefits to children’s literacy development, although there are points that draw attention to how some behaviours of story telling may negatively impact a child’s development or emotional well-being. Although the storyteller shows examples of positives behaviours during story telling by watching them back and analysing the behaviours it is visible that there are some areas that could be further developed to provide a more beneficial story telling session for the children listening. By providing beneficial story telling sessions that offer new language and literacy skills, introduce children to the rules of communication and provide a wide range of new vocabulary children’s literacy skills are likely to demonstrate the benefits.
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