Literature Review 
This chapter of the dissertation will seek to provide an analysis of relevant academic literature relating to the topic of county lines and the impact on children. This part of the chapter will assist in seeking the answer to objective one ‘Are the children that are being exploited perceived to be seen more as criminals or victims, and is there sufficient safeguarding involved for them?’
This will be achieved by examining literature obtained from UWTSD e-learning online library database, Google Scholar will also be used which gathers information and presents data from academic textbooks, journals and government publications and other sources. Government publications will assist to meet this as is a current and new topic there is limited resources available at this time. However, there are many literatures on human trafficking which links into the exploitation of vulnerable people. This also comes under the Modern Slavery Act 2015 which will be discussed further on. 
Additionally, to hit the objective, a general research into young vulnerable individuals who are subject to being exploited and how, such as being groomed or manipulation or other more disturbing developments such as violence will be analysed and reviewed. This could assist in answering the impacts and how these children become involved and targeted.  
Terms that have been used to obtain this information for the topic include: ‘county lines’, ‘organised crime’, ‘vulnerability’, and ‘exploitation of children’.

County Lines 
The National Crime Agency has suggested that 71% of British Police forces reporting already ‘established’ activity in their boundaries, with 12% reporting an ‘emerging picture’ which rose to 88 per cent in 2017 and 100 per cent in 2018. Organised Crime groups will deliberately target vulnerable children. They are those who come from care homes, poverty and homelessness. The children will often be in unsafe homes, unloved and uncared for. These are the type of children these gangs will recruit by threatening and trafficking their drugs for them. Often using violence or threats of violence. As well as this, they will offer goods in return such as, food, money clothes, jewellery or the feeling of importance. This is used with manipulation to the children will feel towards their exploiter that they are in debt to them. Therefore, becoming trapped in county lines and have a feeling of they have no choice or way out. 
According to ‘The Society of Children’ approximately 46,000 children are likely to be involved in gangs in England, with 84% of parents worrying about county lines within their area. This is a vast majority of children alone just in England. Children as young as 12 years old are being exploited and moved by gangs to courier drugs, and 15-16 years old is the most common age range of being recruited (Home Office, 2018). It has also been noted by the Home Office that British children who are white are mostly being targeted because they are most likely to avoid police detection. However, any ethnicity of children can be exploited. Government data by the Ministry of Justice in 2017 showed an increase in young people being involved in different areas of the drug market in recent years. Convictions of those aged between 10-17 for class A possession with intent to supply and drug production have increased by 77% between the years of 2012 and 2016, which is three times increase of among adult offenders. This is not to say that they are all involved in county lines but most likely a vast majority are. The national crime agency in 2018 suggested that just only 9% of county lines crimes recorded are females. This may relate to gender bias where females could be viewed as unlikely to be perceived as offenders, thus reducing the suspicion of the police (Coomber, Moyle, and Windle 2020). In 2017, nearly 500 girls under 18 were reported as possible victims of sexual exploitation, which is an increase from 250 within 3 years. (National Crime Agency, 2017). 

Modern slavery 
The Modern Slavery Act 2015 can protect though who are thought to be involved with County Lines. An example of case law relating to exploitation of children is, is R v KWA [2018] EWCA Crim 1432 . In this, they used child drug couriers. The Crown Prosecution Service (2021) state that the prosecution case was (during the courts of appeal) the children had been chosen and recruited due to their age, and most likely that someone older would refuse to take part. The children did not attend court to give evidence, they did however have an expert police witnesses to give evidence and explained how the county line network worked and the advantages they had using child drug runners. In these cases, victims are referred to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) framework for identifying possible victims of human trafficking and modern slavery. These referrals come from police, local authorities and a decision would be made whether the person who has been referred is more likely than not a victim of trafficking. (YJLS, 2021). Within the UK, two gang members which ran a county line network were convicted of human trafficking offences after they had exploited a vulnerable teenage female to sell and transport drugs. Both men were also made subject of a 20-year slavery trafficking prevention order. They used social media to recruit the victim, met her in London and have then drove her to Swansea where she was held captive in a flat. She was abused and was forced to conceal drugs inside her. This is thought to be the first case in the UK whereby police have successfully used powers under the Modern Slavery Act to target members of a gang that was supplying drugs. She was later found 5 days later after police forced entry into the address. The vulnerable female involved clearly had no intentions to commit the offence. (Dearden, 2018). 
 This could suggest that there is future potential to prosecute those involved in County Lines under this act. Under Section 2.1 defines when “a person arranges or facilitates the travel of another person (‘V’) with a view to V being exploited” as “trafficking” and in Section 3 defines when “a person uses or attempts to use [a child] (a) to provide services of any kind, (b) to provide another person with benefits of any kind, or (c) to enable another person to acquire benefits of any kind” as “exploitation”. 
However, at the same time, is this giving much legal safeguarding processing and support from multi agencies to the vulnerable people involved? This is essential to prevent the harm and future risks to children who are subjected to criminal exploitation. What is next for them and how can they receive the support they need. 

Two independent studies were conducted from Glasgow, Scotland and Liverpool and Sefton in Merseyside. The study in Scotland was led by McLean where the participants were part of a larger study investigation into the relationship between street gangs and organised crime. The study in Merseyside was led by Robinson and the participants were part of a 3-year study into gangs and CCE. Both studies were methodologically and theoretically alike and having a comparative analysis. Both studies were also qualitive designed. Therefore, warranting a publication with both findings. This is called, ‘Working County Lines: Child Criminal Exploitation and Illicit Drug Dealing in Glasgow and Merseyside’. 42 ex-offenders between the ages of 16 and 35 were interviewed plus five practitioners in Glasgow. 38 participants took part in Liverpool interviews with a focus group taking place and interviews with those over the age of 14. (Robinson, McLean and Densley, 2018). A participant from Merseyside stated that they were sent from Sefton to Cardiff for 2 weeks to sell drugs on the promise of receiving ‘a grand a week’. He was later arrested by an undercover police officer. Evidence found that all that were interviewed in Merseyside were cannabis users. Which became apparent that that was which they used to entice the younger people into selling drugs. It also became apparent that most young people who were interviewed owed money to the exploiters and would then be kidnapped, sexually assaulted or tortured. As well as this, a female had recalled being coerced into sex work by the exploiters as well as being drug runners.  She stated within the interview, ‘they even put girls out to work if it’s a good bit, only until debts paid’. This implying of forced prostitution. 
The article examines the effects of county lines and essentially gave a voice to those who have experienced first-hand the harms of being involved in county lines, this enables researchers to see further into the lives of young people’s involvement within county lines and it’s emerging issues from the interviews. The research findings could potentially provide more clear informed policy-related discussion in the best way of policing county lines and to prevent CCE (Robinson, McLean, Densley, 2018). 

Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Long term impacts can associate with county lines, one impact being adverse children experiences (ACE’s). There are 9 broad ACE’s and children involved with county lines can experiences any one of these. Over half the population with experience one as a child, however the development of multiple ACE’s has been identified as having risk to mental health issues and physical issues across their life. A combination of ACE’s increased the risk of becoming or being groomed into a victim of human trafficking for sexual exploitation (Reid and colleagues 2017). Public health Wales have raised awareness of ACE through a publication of reports which describe the prevalence of ACEs in England and Wales. The government are offering trauma informed training to front line workers, such as housing, health visitors and police forces (Dr Asmussun, Dr Fisher, Dryaton and McBride 2020). This will be interesting to see when interviewing Gwent police officers if they have received any training of ACE’s as offered by the Government. 

Support to Children involved in County Lines
Young people will often be known as ‘child runaways. It has been suggested that on average boys would go missing for two weeks, and girls on average around 2-3 days. (The Childrens Society, 2018). An estimated 1 in 9 children are injured whilst away from their home, while 1 in 9 children (and adults) would report being sexually assaulted. (Biehal et al.,2003). This not only causing strain on their home life and relationships, but it can have a serious negative impact on their education. Not only this, some even younger children are affected by county lines. The National Crime Agency (2017) reported that pre-schoolers were found to be living at addresses which were being cuckooed by county line offenders. This putting the children at extremely high risk and dangerous in their peak years of development causing them to experience trauma and ACE’s. The children would be facing disruption throughout the house, causing unnecessary disturbance to their sleep, again limiting their education and development. 
Not only are the children involved victims, it can however increase the likelihood of offending (Curry et al,. 2013). It has been estimated that members of gangs are twice as likely as non-gang members to be both a victim of crime and offender. Young people in county lines are willing participants or through family involvement face numerous harms. These children are most likely to have become vulnerable, accentuated by structural inequalities within their communities. (Coomber, Moyle, Windle, 2020).
It has been highlighted in the HM Government Serious and Violence Strategy in 2018 that diversion, prevention and safeguarding are very important aims when dealing with young people. It is noted that children involved may be subject to being criminalised rather than safeguarded, and that their needs may not be recognised. It is important for police responders to know the signs of children being exploited. However, this may be difficult due to the poor resourcing levels of police and lack of sufficient training in dealing with the pressing issues. 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s services and skills (Ofsted) conducted a report in 2018 into the findings of a joint multi-agency response to child exploitation, missing from home care or education. Within the inspections of their areas, they found that children were both criminally and sexually exploited. They established that some agencies were identifying the risks to the children and responding well to those being exploited. However, some agencies were too late and did not recognised the extent or scale of the problem within their area until it was too late. Putting more risk to the children (Ofsted, 2018). In Greenwich, the youth offending service and partners conduct regular school visits to deliver awareness session about the realities of associating with gangs (Ofsted, 2018). The report concludes that all agencies must get the basics right, when a child is presenting with concerning behaviour, professional must ask what is happening to the child to be behaving this way? Agencies should not be waiting until a high scale operation has been uncovered to respond to the exploitation. The only way of being able to response to the prevention of highly organised criminal child exploitation is to have a coordinated multi agency and whole council approach. It must be ensured that the mistakes that some partners made of being too slow to recognise the risks are not being repeated. 

A charity known as St Giles, which are based in London are focused on tackling child criminal exploitation and use professionally trained staff to help young people. They use preventative work in school and use hospitals and custody suites. Caseworkers will attend to admission in hospital as a result of violence with children. The work has seen re-admission rates for weapon wounds reduce from 44% to 7%. The services are currently only in London and West midlands which have been funded through the West Midlands Police and the Crime Commissioner (St.Giles, 2022). The arrest of a child also presents an opportunity to reach them and support them whilst they are in police custody. This can help divert them and provide opportunities for education, employment and training whilst addressing any underlying issues such as mental health, substance abuse and poverty (St.Giles, 2022). From using funding from police services this has shown that it has a clear effect on helping children in need with the right support. 
To conclude this chapter of the dissertation, the literature review has provided information on key components of county lines and the effects it has on children as well as the academic thought surrounding the pressing issue. Furthermore, it has become evident by reading articles from authors such as Robinson, that county lines has major impacts on those involved and within their future. It also shows the grey area of academic literature surrounding other parts of the UK as these were the 2 main areas in which county lines occurs. Statistics from governing bodies have also shown the impacts it has with drug use  and ACE’s. Case studies have shown that there is potential for offenders to be convicted and the children who are coerced and exploited to be victims in these scenarios. It is now the case as what Ofsted has reported that more safeguarding and recognition of the risks before it becomes too late. As discussed, a charity which is located in London and the West Midlands seek to support and conduct interventions into the children being exploited. However, due to their geographical area it is difficult to put this in place for other forces. There is a gap relating to Gwent Police as there has been no reviews conducted. 
The next chapter of the dissertation will seek to identify the methodology which will review the most appropriate ways to conduct the gaps within the literature. 
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