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AIM(S) 
• To gain a detailed, theorised understanding of the narration of utopia and its 
relation to its dystopian alter ego 
• To understand the growth and significance of utopian and dystopian fictions in the 
context of the changing political and cultural contexts of 19th and 20th century 
Anglophone literature.
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
• demonstrate advanced and sustained knowledge and understanding of the cultural 
responses to the utopian impulse; 
• demonstrate a detailed and theorised understanding of a wide range of utopian 
and/ or dystopian texts from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; 
• show a sophisticated understanding of the emergence of the utopian and dystopian 
genres in their historical and cultural contexts; 
• explore and account for the relationship of utopian and dystopian fictions to 
developments within the novel as a form. 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
• As the novel changes in form and focus under the influence of first, postmodern 
ideas of self, narrative and society, and the relativizing impact of globalisation, 
there has been increasing critical and popular interest in utopian fiction and its 
dystopian alter ago. 
• This module will encourage students to engage with the contention that the utopian 
impulse for a better world as a narrative mode concerned not with the individual 
but the construction and organisation of society. 
• It will locate this impulse in a range of historical, philosophical and literary contexts; 
and focus this broader enquiry in a theoretically informed exploration of the 
(re)emergence of the utopia as a specific literary mode during its heyday in the 
19th century, tracing its relation to the dystopia that dominates the 20th century, 
and examining its relation to the novel in both periods. 
• Topics we will consider will include some or all of the following: 
o Philosophical debate and social engineering; 
o Relation of place and narrative voice in the construction of the 
utopia/dystopia 
o Philosophical debate: the ideal and the practical political state; 
o Questions of perspective: outside looking in/inside looking out; 
o Reason and the dissipation of desire 
o Exploration, colonisation and the question of gender; 
o Science, Anti-science and technology 
o Linguistic degeneration and the loss of reason; 
o Questions of perspective: outside looking in or inside looking out; 
o The significance of stories 
Study Time Allocation 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
Activity type Hours Percentage
Scheduled learning 30 10% 
Independent learning 270 90%
Placement learning
TOTAL 300 100%
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment Component 1 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Essay 4000 word 50% 

Assessment Component 2 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Essay 4000 word 50%
Assessment Summary 
Activity type Percentage
Written exam
Coursework 100%
Practical 
TOTAL 100%

INDICATIVE READING LIST 
Module Code HPEN7015
Module Title Utopias, Dystopias and the functions of fictions
Classification Reading List entry Electronic*
Essential Atwood, M. The Handmaid’s Tale, London: Vintage, 
2008 
☒
Essential Burgess, A. A Clockwork Orange, Harmondsworth: 
Penguin, 2010 
☒
Essential Gilman, C.P. The Yellow Wallpaper, Herland and 
Selected Writings, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2010. 
☒
Essential Hoban, R. (1980), Riddley Walker, London: 
Bloomsbury 2012 
☒
245 
Essential Huxley, A. Brave New World, London: Vintage, 
2008.
☒
Essential Johnson, S. (1759), The History of Rasselas, Prince 
of Abissinia,
☒
Essential Le Guin, U. (1974) The Dispossessed: An 
Ambiguous Utopia London: Harper 1994
☒
Essential More, T. (1518), Utopia ☒
Essential Orwell, G. Nineteen Eighty-Four, Harmondsworth: 
Penguin, 2007.
☒
Essential Sargent, L.T. Utopianism: A Very Short 
Introduction, Oxford: OUP, 2010
☐
Essential Shakespeare , W. The Tempest: The Oxford 
Shakespeare, Oxford: Oxford World's Classics, 
2008 
☐
Further Baccolini, R. Dark Horizons: Science Fiction and 
the Dystopian Imagination London: Routledge, 
2003
a 
Further Booker, M. K. Dystopian literature : a theory and 
research guide, Westport, Conn.; London: 
Greenwood Press 1994
☐
Further Booker, M. K. The dystopian impulse in modern 
literature: fiction as social criticism, Westport, 
Conn.;London: Greenwood Press 1994 
☐
Further Booker, M. K., Dystopian Literature: A Theory and 
Research Guide, London: Greenwood Press, 1994
☐
Further Claeys, G. ed., The Cambridge Companion to 
Utopian Literature, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2010.
☐
Further Donawerth J.& Kolmerten C.A, Utopian and science 
fiction by women : worlds of difference, Liverpool 
:Liverpool University Press 1994
☐
Further Ferns, C. S. Narrating utopia : ideology, gender, 
form in utopian literature, Liverpool: Liverpool 
University Press 1999
☐
Further Firchow, P. E. Modern Utopian Fictions from H.G. 
Wells to Iris Murdoch, Washington, D.C: Catholic 
University of America Press, 2009.
☐
Further Gordin, M. Tilley, H., Prakash, G. eds. Utopia/ 
Dystopia: Conditions of Historical Possibility, 
Princeton N.J: Princeton University Press, 2010.
☐
Further Jameson, F. Archaeologies of the Future: The 
Desire Called Utopia and Other Science Fictions
London: Verso, 2007
☐
Further Kumar, K. Utopia and anti-Utopia in modern times,
Oxford : Blackwell 1987
☐
Further Moylan, T. Scraps Of The Untainted Sky: Science 
Fiction, Utopia Dystopia New York: Perseus Books, 
2000
☐
Further Rees, C. Utopian imagination and eighteenthcentury fiction. London : Longman 1995
☐
Further Levitas, R. The Concept of Utopia: Student edition 
Peter Lang, 2011
☐
246 
Further Schaer, R. Claeys, G. and Sargent. L, eds. Utopia: 
The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western 
World, Oxford: Oxford University Press,
