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	Exploring health inequalities experienced by black women in UK Maternity services


	01  Introduction and Research Aim 
[image: Informed Consent During Pregnancy and Birth  — Sacred Waters Midwifery]This poster outlines the secondary research methods used to explore health inequalities affecting black women in UK maternity services. The research aims to examine factors contributing to poorer maternal outcomes, evaluate current policies and identify evidence-based strategies to improve maternity experiences and equitable care.
	[image: Wood & Resin Magnifying Glass | Graham and Green]02 Search Strategy 
A search strategy is a planned approach to locating relevant literature. Web searches targeted PubMed records using terms including “black women ”, “maternity care”, “UK” and author names. Exact article titles helped located and verify studies. An example search was “black women” “maternity” “uk”.

	03 Searching for Information 
[image: People Tick List Stock Illustrations – 2,336 People Tick List Stock  Illustrations, Vectors & Clipart - Dreamstime]Targeted web searches located PubMed records for the selected articles. Tiles and abstracts were checked for relevance to black women’s experiences of UK maternity care. Broader studies involving ethnic minority and migrant women provided additional context. The literature tracking and analysis workbook recorded source evaluations, findings and emerging themes.
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	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Research validation assesses the credibility and suitability of evidence. Sources were evaluated using CRAAP. Currency, relevance authority accuracy and purpose. FIVE sources were selected for their relevance, methodological quality and useful findings. Stage 2 recorded findings, methods, samples, strengths and limitations. Stage 3 compared recurring keywords to develop three possible themes. For example, racism, discrimination and mistreatment formed one of them. Small samples and broader ethnic grouping limited how directly some finding applied to black women.

	06 Inclusion Criteria 
Included sources examined UK maternity care during pregnancy, childbirth or the postnatal period. Priority was given to recent, peer-reviewed research relevant to black women. Studies involving wider ethnic minority or migrant populations were included where findings offered useful context. The five selected sources were published between 2016 and 2023

	07 Exclusion Criteria 
Sources were excluded from detailed analysis if they did not address UK maternity care or contribute relevant evidence about black women’s experiences. Duplicated sources and unsupported opinion pieces were excluded. Research involving broader populations was unsuitable where findings could not meaningfully inform the research aim. 

	08 Ethical Considerations
· ethics in secondary research means using published information honestly and responsibly while respecting the work and rights of others. 
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Submission Notes – Please Delete Before Submission

· The Academic Methodology Poster is worth 15% of your final grade for BMHP6020 Independent Project. 
· Your poster should be no more than 2 pages in length and between 300 - 500 words approximately. 
· All information should be cited using the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guidelines from Cite them Right.
· Try not to include too much information as you will be able to explain concepts further within your main dissertation. 
· Use visuals and colours to make your poster engaging to the audience. 
· Ensure your poster is clear and consistent in style. 
· Convey the information in an appealing way which can be understood by any audience. 
· Use the headings within this guidance to ensure you include all the information for successful completion of this element.  


Respect for Intellectual Property:


 original authors are acknowledged through harvard citations and refernces.


Privacy and Confidentiality:


 the project used published studies and did not collect or access idenitifiable personal data. participants' privacy was respected by avoiding attempts to identify individuals descbribed in the research.


Data Integrity and Reliability: 


Compliance with Laws and Regulations:


Informed Consent


 sources were assessed using CRAAP test to evaluate credibility and relevance. findings were compared accross studies, with strengths and limitations recorded to support accurate interpretation.


published material was used with respect for copyright and apppropriate attribution. the project used publicly available research and did not collect or process participants personal data.


no participants were recruited and no primary data were collected, so this project did not require participant consent. any interviews or questionnaires discussed were conducted by the original study authors.


findings are paraphrased accuratly and any direct quotations are claerly marked to avoid plagiarism
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