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Design, conduct and critically evaluate a close-to-practice research project focusing on the model of the transformative teacher in developing practice that has a positive impact on the learner.

“To explore how using the stimulus of a book, influences the children’s cognitive development in a nursery classroom.”



	
	Targets
	What I have done in this assignment

	Target 1
	Try to include more academic literature.
	I have included more academic literature and tried to utilise the university library to its full potential.





Introduction:
This essay embarks on Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development while linking to my research intention “To explore how using the stimulus of a book, influences the children’s cognitive development in a nursery classroom.” In this essay we delve deeply into his renowned framework, which encompasses the four distinctive stages of human cognitive growth, as well as fundamental concepts like schema, assimilation, and accommodation. This assignment documents the different observations made throughout the research period, detailing the different mythologies employed within the lessons while linking them to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development amongst other literature. In this assignment it will portray the ethical considerations that were put in place to ensure the research was being conducted ethically, while discussing my findings and recommendations. 
Literature review:
What is cognitive development?
Cognitive theories focus on how our mental processes or cognitions change over time. Cognitive theories describe an interaction between the child and the environment, in which development occurs through a “constant process of going back and forth between the person and the environment” (Piaget, 1929). 
Jean Piaget is recognised as one of the most influential contributors to cognitive development theory (Barrouillet, 2015). Piaget was one of the first to create a representation of how a child’s intelligence differs from that of adults (Piaget, 1929).
Assimilation and Accommodation:
Schema is a representation of how we construct, organise, and interpret the information around us. In Piaget’s theory, schema is broken down into objects, abstractions, concepts, and actions and is often referred to as the building blocks of thinking (Widmayer, 2004).
The term assimilation and accommodation are written throughout Piaget’s research on cognitive development, to Piaget, these two things cannot exist without one another, assimilation needs accommodation and vice-versa. Assimilation exists when a child uses existing schema to try and piece together new experiences (Block, 1982). The common explanation used to explain this is when a child sees a dog, they bank in their memory that a dog is furry, has four legs and is a pet etc. therefore they can distinguish that if an animal has four legs, is a pet and is furry, it is a dog, whereas accommodation is using pre-existing schema and changing it to learn something new, for example using the schema of a dog and adapting it to make it apply to another animal, such as a cat instead (McLeod, 2018). This is useful for my research as it demonstrates how children learn and process added information, through existing or new schema.
Piaget believes knowledge is not just a copy of reality, an object that you can make a mental image of within your head, but instead knowledge is the knowing of how an object can be modified, transformed, or constructed. Involving logical structures such as subtracting or adding to an object, even ordering them, and counting them (Piaget, 1950).
Piaget labelled his theory of cognitive development or development of knowledge into four stages. The first stage is labelled as ‘sensory-motor, pre-verbal stage.’ This stage takes place during the first 24 months of an infant’s life (1997, p7-20). During this stage within an infant's life, Infants and toddlers understand the world in terms of physical actions on the environment. During the first few months of a child’s life, an object has no permanence, when the object disappears from a child’s perception, the child believes that the object no longer exists, with no attempt to find it later (E. Erneling, 2012).
The second stage of development is labelled as the ‘pre-operational stage.’ This stage spans from 2 years old to 7 years old. Cognitive development at this stage is characterised by transductive reasoning, animism, artificialism, egocentrism, symbolic functioning, centration, irreversibility, curiosity, and seriation (Madanagopal, 2020).
Transductive reasoning is when you make guesses or conclusions based entirely on what you can see happening right now, without considering broader patterns or schemas (E. Sharman, 1999). Animism is when a child thinks everything as thoughts and feelings (Klingensmith, 1953). Artificialism is when a child believes that anything in nature is made by humans. (1977, p33). Egocentrism is the inability to think of anyone but themselves. Not assessing one’s feelings from someone else’s perspective (2003, p760). Symbolic functioning is when the children start to use symbols and language to represent objects and ideas, like pretending a stick is a sword (Furth 1967). Centration is when a child focuses on one aspect of a problem, rather than thinking about the bigger picture (2014, p292-296). Children have a tough time understanding that actions cannot be reversed or undone. Children are naturally very curious at this stage of development and enjoy learning about their environments and lastly Seriation is a method in which children learn through a series of sequence-based schema, such as ordering by size or colour (Piaget, 1950).
In the third stage of cognitive development, labelled ‘Concrete operational stage,’ this stage spans from ages seven to eleven. During this period of development, the child can solve more complex problems and have better reasoning. These skills follow them throughout the rest of their lives. During this time thinking is mostly abstract but the children are capable to think logically (Lefa, 2014).
Piaget appears to have focussed less on cultural, educational, and social influences, all factors that may delay a child’s cognitive development. 
Critically thinking, Piaget’s theory of cognitive development ignores cultural, educational, and social influences. All these factors may be forces that may delay a child’s cognitive development. Piaget did not consider these factors while developing his theory. In a study conducted by a group of researchers, statistics showed that children who socialise less and do not attend social groups at an early age have slowed cognitive development in comparison. This study also found that children who read and attend reading sessions also developed their cognitive skills faster (Loeb; Bridges; Bassok; Fuller; Rumberger, 2005).
Another study conducted was a cultural influence on cognitive development, this study had sixty-four participants, thirty-two residing in Yamanashi, Japan and thirty-two in Indiana, United States. Both sets of children were within a couple of months from each other and equal amounts of boys and girls in both parties. The fourteen experiments initiated involved a range of stimuli to which the results were recorded. It was found that Japanese children were further developed cognitively and were developing faster in comparison to the children in the US (Smith; Kuwabara, 2012).
What is a case study?
A case study is an in-depth analysis of a person, group, event, or situation. It is a research method w researchers delve deeply into a particular subject, gathering detailed information from various sources such as interviews, observations, and documents (Tellis, 1997). A case study provides an example of real people in real situations and are not always susceptible to numerical analysis. Case studies can recognise that there are many variables that operate in a singular case, therefore additional forms of data collection like observations etc. should be required to manage data collection (Yin, 2009).
Explanation of Case Study
The purpose of this assignment is to explore how using the stimulus of a book, influences the children’s cognitive development in a nursery classroom. This case study takes place in a nursery classroom in which there are 12 children who are present during the morning (8:45 - 11:45), 17 children who are present throughout the day (8:45 – 3:00) and 3 children who are present within the afternoon (12:45 – 3:00) making an entire classroom of 32 children to plan and prepare for. These children are 3 or 4 years old and only one child was unable to participate in the research activity.
A case study can enable a detailed examination of a particular subject, in this case the participants are the children present in the nursery classroom. Having a case study enables researchers to gather insights into what the children are doing first hand (Yin, 2018). A case study allows for an in-depth exploration of the development of young children within the nursery class setting, including cognitive, social, and emotional development (Wood, 2019).
At this stage in their lives, all the children are in the ‘pre-operational stage’ of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. 
Qualitative and quantitative data
Quantitative data is data that can be measured, counted, or given any numerical value, this could be data in centimetres, revenue, age, distance etc. this data is often answers to questions such as “How often?” “How much?” And “How many?” etc. (Stevens, 2023).
There are some strengths to using quantitative data. Quantitative data allows the researcher to depend on reliable figures and statistics that can be critically analysed. This data can also be collected within a brief period through surveys. Quantitative data does not require a vast amount of time to collect, as it is void of in-depth opinions and figures (Rahman, 2017).
Quantitative data has limitations, this data is unable to be represented in detail through experienced descriptions, disabling the ability to have a more personal written experience based the data presented (Choy, 2014).
Qualitative data is a non-numeric form of information. Qualitative data can be represented through several diverse ways, for example, in-depth interview transcripts, observations, diaries, questionnaires etc. this form of data gives voice to a lived experience, offering a deeper insight into a topic or individuals’ experiences (UK Data Service, 2024). 
Qualitative data has a few strengths, for example, this data can allow the researchers to have a broader understanding of the participants opinions and experiences, giving them a bigger voice in the research process. Having participants give experience-based data, the research can raise more issues that can be discussed and expanded upon. Qualitative data also has some limitations, for example, this form of data collection can be time consuming and require expertise to answer (Choy, 2014). For instance, trying to get questionnaires off parents of pupils within a school environment will require further authorisation from senior leadership teams, this could take time and require the whole project to be on hiatus until all data is collected. Throughout the research period, qualitative data was collected.
Research methods.
Observation
Observation is more than just looking, observation requires systematic note taking of people, events, behaviours, settings, artifacts routines and more (Marshall, 1995). Observation allows the researchers to gather ‘live’ data gathering. Observation allows you to gather first hand data on opposed to second hand data. Collecting live data allows researchers to get fresh data every day, allowing the researchers to monitor how behaviour varied day by day, something that could be taken for granted when conducting other forms of research methods (Simpson, 2003). Observation can be data such as the number of books in a classroom, the number of children in the classroom amongst a collection of events that happen within the research environment (Moyles, 2002).
The observation that takes place throughout this research activity will be mostly participated observation, meaning the lessons will be conducted by myself and reflected upon in learning journals. No video or audio will be collected during observation.
Pupil Voice / Interviews
According to Patton, there are four distinct types of interviews a person can conduct; an informal conversation interview, interview guide approaches, standardised open-ended interviews and closed quantitative interviews (Patton, 1980). As a distinctive research technique, an interview can serve three purposes. The first purpose is to gather a direct insight into what the research is trying to achieve. The second purpose is to test hypotheses and identify variables and relationships. The third purpose is to follow up on unexpected results, to cover all grounds and get further information, allowing the researcher to develop extra data that can be implemented into the research (Kerlinger, 1970).
in the event in which I am teaching and are unable to take place in live observation, a learning journal will be implemented to note down any data that may be useful to myself in the future. These notes are personal and are only to be available to myself, these notes will be kept strictly confidential and will be destroyed after I have completed my research. Any data will be stored on paper in a journal only available by myself or digitally on a word document stored within the universities OneDrive, which has two factor authentication.
Ethical considerations
The British Educational Research Association (BERA) is an association that is committed to advancing research quality while building research capacity and fostering research engagement. their vision is for “educational research to have a profound and positive influence on society” (BERA, 2024).
All ethical considerations have been followed under the BERA (2024) guidelines. Following correct protocols for consent, transparency, right to withdraw, incentives, privacy and data storage and disclosure. 
All students have been kept anonymous and will be referred to as child A, B etc. Every child has been sent home with a consent from detailing the research intention alongside some background information about the researcher. The consent form also stated that every child will be kept anonymous and can be withdrawn from the research at any time. In the classroom, consent was granted by their parents, and all children apart from one and students were allowed to participate. Children were made aware of the research intention and their role within it and full assent was given, students will have full right to not participate in the research activity.
During this process observations and interviews have been granted on the ethics form and will be the only form of data collection. Any data collected will be destroyed after research has been conducted and all data stored on a cloud-based system has two factor authentication, providing optimal security.
A seed in need:
A seed in need is a book created by Sam Goodwin. This book follows the life cycle of a sunflower, starting from a seed and progressing through its growth stages. It explains how seeds germinate, grow into seedlings, develop into mature plants, produce flowers, and eventually create new seeds, completing the plants cycle. The main characters include a ladybird and a snail as they have a conversation throughout the book detailing additional information like “What does a seed need to grow?” and “how do plants get food?” alongside the books main story (Appendix 1).
This book enabled learners to engage in learning opportunities that relate to a plant’s lifecycle. I conducted three planned lessons during the one week this topic spanned for. I conducted a lesson in which the children planted pots of cress to take home. A lesson in which the children measured the height of a sunflower and a lesson where children would thread the beads on the corresponding flower (Appendix 2).
This is good for my research because the story is designed to captivate young children with its colourful illustrations and simple, yet engaging narrative. This type of content is crucial for holding the attention of young learners and fostering an interest in reading and learning. The content of the book also lends itself well to interactive activities, such as planting seeds, observing plant growth, and discussing the stages of development. These hands-on activities can reinforce the concepts introduced in the book and promote experiential learning.
In summary, "A Seed in Need" by Sam Goodwin is an excellent resource for researching and supporting cognitive development in a nursery classroom due to its engaging content, ability to introduce key concepts, and potential to stimulate language, critical thinking, and social skills in young children.
Planting cress:
This lesson linked to two Areas of learning experience (AoLE), science and technology as well as expressive arts. In nursery these children are working towards progression step one, the descriptors of learning for this lesson for science and technology was “I can recognise that plants and animals are living things which grow.” and the descriptors for learning for Expressive Arts were “I can explore and experiment with a variety of creative techniques, materials, processes, resources, tools and technologies.” and “I am beginning to use creative materials safely with guidance and direction.” (Curriculum for Wales, 2022) (Appendix 3).
In this lesson the children decorated plant pots that were then filled with soil to grow cress. The cress was planted to represent the pots hair (See appendix 2 for reference). This lesson taught the children how to plant seeds and talk through what is needed to enable a plant to grow. By this point the children had been provided with the story “A seed in need” (Goodwin, 1998) so they had some knowledge of what a plant needed to grow. This lesson allowed the children to participate in the events shown in the book while developing their further understanding. Being in the ‘pre-operational stage’ of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (Piaget, 1950), these children often experience, Animism, this means that the children who have created these pots with facial features can resonate with the plant pots on an emotional level, experiencing a personal link to these pots allows the children to monitor and fulfil a more purposeful lesson in which the children watch their cress grow at home, involving parents engagement in the learning. One parent communicated with the class teacher through Dojo stating that their child enjoyed their egg and cress sandwich, further validating the idea that the children can grow what they eat.
Through observation it was shown that the children were able to decorate their pots by selecting their colour of googly eyes and coloured noses independently, showing that the children have developed their cognitive skills. This activity allowed the children to develop their creative thinking skills by choosing the artistic materials and fine motor-skills by shovelling soil from a tray into their pots and sprinkling seeds on top with a pinching motion with two fingers.
Threading Flowers
In this Mathematics and Numeracy lesson (Appendix 4), students were developing their problem-solving skills by threading the corresponding number of beads onto the flower that was labelled with a number (see appendix 2 for reference). This lesson links to the progression step one descriptor of learning “I can notice, recognise and write numbers in a range of media, through a multisensory approach, from 0 to 10 and beyond.” (Curriculum for Wales, 2022). Planning lessons revolved around the topic books premise allowed the students to be more engaged with the lesson. Through observation there were two instances in which the students participated in the activity after the lesson had been conducted. Child A described the activity as “Their Favourite” (Appendix 5).
Measuring height
 This mathematics and numeracy lesson linked to this descriptor of learning “I can make estimates and comparisons with measures, such as ‘shorter than,’ ‘heavier than’.” (Curriculum for Wales, 2022). This also linked to the science and technology descriptor of learning “Data collection and measuring.” Both are at a progression step one. This lesson developed the children’s problem-solving skills as well as their organisation skills. 
Interactive Book
Throughout the week, an interactive PowerPoint was created to allow the children to have constant reassurance on the story’s values. The story was on the interactive whiteboard and was available to all the children. This resource was well received and allowed me or any member of staff to recap on the story while the children interacted with the story independently (Appendix 6).

Jaspers Beanstalk:
During the second week of research, four lessons were developed to link to the book “Jaspers Beanstalk” (Butterworth, 1992). 
“Jasper’s Beanstalk” encourages the children to get a better understanding of the days of the week, while linking it back to the main topic of Lifecycles and plants. The book teaches patience and taking care of plants (Appendix 7).
It is important to link reading to learning as it provides a structure for teachers to follow when creating lesson plans, educators can provide students with meaningful, interesting, integrated learning experiences (Fleener; Bucher, 2012). The four lessons that took place during the second week of research were: creating a garden, measuring weight, what does a plant need and a Jaspers beanstalk story map.
This was good for my research because it introduces new vocabulary related to gardening and days of the week, which can expand a child's language and understanding of time. The narrative follows a clear sequence of events over the days of the week, which helps children understand the concept of chronological order and the passage of time as sequencing is a fundamental cognitive skill that supports logical thinking and comprehension.
Using "Jasper's Beanstalk" in a nursery classroom provides a rich and interactive experience that supports various aspects of cognitive development, making it an excellent tool for teachers planning and researchers observing and fostering early childhood growth.
Creating a garden
In this lesson, the children were tasked with decorating a house for their gardens. The children worked independently decorating their houses. These houses were glued to containers which eventually were filled with soil and grass seeds to represent a garden (Appendix 8). 
This lesson linked to science and technology and expressive arts as it matches these descriptions of learning in progression step one: “I can recognise that plants and animals are living things which grow.” And “I am beginning to use creative materials safely with guidance and direction.” (Appendix 9). 
When this activity was conducted it was present that this activity was stimulating for the children, they took their time and really thought about what they wanted to do. When the task was completed and the gardens were taken home, it was surprising to see the amount of parental engagement displayed in person and through the class dojo (a teacher/parent communication platform). Parents took notice of the children’s and teacher’s hard work and kept progress logs of the grass’ growth through time, demonstrating that the children and parents were taking the learning outside of the classroom. the children were able to relate this experience back to the stimulus in the story “Jaspers Beanstalk” as the character also had to wait a long time for their plant to grow. Sensory play, which includes activities like playing with mud, sand, water, and other tactile materials, is crucial for early childhood development. Researchers in Frontiers in Integrative Neuroscience indicates that sensory experiences help build neural connections in the brain, enhance sensory processing abilities, and support the development of fine motor skills (2020, Volume 14).
Measuring Weight
From planning, a lesson that revolved around measuring weight was needed, therefore a lesson plan was created that involved measuring sunflower seeds to counterbalance the weighing scales.
Now that the children have experienced seeds that are small and grow small plants, it was important to show the children that seeds can be larger and when grouped together, can be quite heavy. Using the seeds as a stimulus allowed me to research how using natural resources, like those shown in the books present in that theme impacts the children’s engagement in the task. 
Before this activity took place, Mimic behaviour or imitation was present with almost every child, I would demonstrate that the bags were full of seeds, by dangling them or gently tossing them from hand to hand, and the children would see this and mimic my behaviour, giving them a better understanding of their weight and how the seeds feel in their hands, a very common practice present within the pre-operational stage of cognitive development (Piaget, 1929). These bags of seeds instantly engaged the children with the lesson, tying in with my plants and lifecycles theme. Assimilation occurred as the use of sunflower seeds, which are part of the children’s existing knowledge about plants and lifecycles, helps them understand the concept of weight. They use their previous experiences with seeds to engage with the current activity. By using sunflower seeds to balance scales, children experience a practical and tangible demonstration of weight and balance, which may differ from their previous experiences with more abstract or traditional weights. This forces them to adapt their cognitive framework to accommodate this new method of measuring weight, demonstrating accommodation.
What does a plant need?
The purpose of this lesson was to tie together what the two stories were trying to teach the children. One of those being what does a plant need to grow. For this activity, the children were challenged with placing pictures into two columns, a yes column and a no column. With yes being what the plant needs to grow and no being what a plant does not need to grow. These pictures included bread, fizzy drinks, clothes, and sweets. 
Some children were unable complete this activity as they were unable to understand why a plant would not want bread or clothes (Appendix 10). Being in the pre-operational stage of development, it occurred that the children may not understand why a plant doesn’t need these things because they can’t grasp the concept that a plant comes from nature and isn’t man made, linking to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (Piaget, 1929), Artificialism is one of the factors that play a role in the second stage of development. Alongside Animism, the humanisation of inanimate objects, is another factor in why some children were struggling to grasp the concept of why a plant would not want clothes or sweets, because they are reflecting on themselves and others.
Jaspers Beanstalk Story Map
The lesson involved all the children to be seated on the carpet and ready to collaborate. Talk for writing is a teaching framework that was developed by Pie Corbett, an English educational trainer, writer, and author who has written over two hundred books (Talk for writing, 2024).
Talk for writing’s goal is to:
· Raise standards in English across the UK for all children.
· Establish a rich, engaging English curriculum.
· Develop schools and early-years settings that can independently sustain improvement.
· Ensure top quality consultancy so teachers are inspired, know what to do and how to do it.
· Promote a culture of learning from each other and sharing best practice.
Upon researching Talk for writing, an activity called a Language map or Story map was mentioned throughout literature, Baisov states that a story map is the most powerful tool for consolidating a particular story. A story map allows the children to recount a story through extraordinary means, such as movements or drawings (Baisov, 2021). For the Jasper’s Beanstalk story map, you can see that the whole story has been rewritten and discussed with the children in the form of pictures. Knowing the story Jaspers Beanstalk, you can fully recount and follow the story just through the pictures (Appendix 11). These pictures were created with help from the children and the sounds and gestures were coincided with them to further validate this method of storytelling. Creating a story map kept the children engaged throughout while accessing a few cognitive developments. 
This activity was a collaborative effort, this means that these children were working towards the third stage of cognitive development, the ‘Concrete operational stage’ (Piaget, 1929). These children are succeeding further than Piaget first set out, displaying better critical thinking skills while showing better reasoning, bypassing the ‘egocentrism’ displayed in the pre-operational stage. These children were not thinking independently and egotistically but as a collaborative effort, engaging in discussion and listening to what each other have to say (Appendix 12).
Conclusion:
Through observation, it has been made clear that using a book as a stimulus, influences the children’s cognitive development in a nursery classroom in a positive way. Ensuring lessons are planned to be themed around a specific book, using Piaget’s theory of cognitive development it can detail how It can be used a positive way to help make lessons more engaging for the students while also developing the children’s cognitive skills, using the theory as a sort of framework has allowed me to conduct lessons that better benefit their cognitive skills such as their fine motor skills as well as their learning skills through the progression steps shown in the Welsh curriculum.
Being in the pre-operational stage I found it important to push them to try and work towards the concrete-operational stage, as displayed in my observations during the Jaspers Beanstalk Story map, introducing other frameworks such as Talk for writing allowed me to experiment with a broader repertoire of teaching methods, therefore making my lessons more engaging for the children and more cognitively developmentally challenging.
Recommendations:
If this research were to be recreated, I would enable myself more time to conduct research and conduct more lessons like the story map. I would expand my teaching methods and create more out of the box lessons for the children to experience. 
I would also have created more forms of gathering data, such as conducting more formal interviews and questionnaires. Giving myself allotted time for research would have enabled me to spend more time conducting purposeful interviews with staff members, students or even parents.
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Appendix 3:
Link for Lesson Plan for Planting Cress lesson:
Lesson Plan 23-24 Planter cups.docx

Appendix 4:
Link for lesson plan for threading flowers:
Lesson Plan - Number Threading Flowers.docx
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Appendix 6:
Interactive book of A seed in need by Sam Goodwin
a SEED IN NEED.pptx

[image: A cat holding a mouse

Description automatically generated]Appendix 7:
[image: A cat digging in the dirt

Description automatically generated]Snippets from the book Jaspers Beanstalk detailing the book’s structure.


Appendix 8:
[image: A small tray with seedlings in it

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: A group of small houses on a table

Description automatically generated]
Pictures of the completed gardens with grass seed.
Appendix 9:
Link for Lesson plan for garden grass lesson:
Lesson Plan - Garden grass.docx
[image: ]Appendix 10:


Learning Journal for What a plant needs to grow.
Appendix 11:
Story map for Jaspers Beanstalk.
[image: ]

[image: ]
Appendix 12:
Notes from story map



Consent form:
Dear Parent / Guardian,

My name is Mr. Culpin and I am currently studying for a PGCE qualification at Yr Athrofa, University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I am currently a student teacher within Halfway Primary School, teaching lessons within your child’s classroom.

I would like to invite your child to participate in my research project. The title of the project is ‘To explore how using the stimulus of a book, influences the children’s cognitive development in a nursery classroom.’ 

The project revolves around researching how creating lessons based around a book can impact the way your children learn and enjoy different lessons. Lesson plans are not changed to tailor to the project and day to day activities will remain a constant.

All names will be kept strictly confidential and will only be known by myself and my research partner. Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary so you or your child can withdraw from the study at any stage. Your child will also be asked to give their assent before the beginning of the study.

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the lesson observation and group interview, I would be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The results of the research will be discussed in a university assignment that will contribute to my PGCE course. The results of this study will be stored on the University OneDrive and all raw data will be destroyed once the assessment has been marked. 

I thank you in advance for your time. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Culpin.







Please initial box

1.I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated 10/04/2024 for the above study.
 
2.	I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason.

3. I understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.

4.  I understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university assignment.

5.  I understand that my child’s name will not appear at any time.

6.	I agree for my child to take part in the above study.



_____________________        _____________________________       __________
Child’s name                             Parent signature                                       Date
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

RESEARCH STUDENTS

This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months
for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part
Two of your course.

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https:/mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to
paresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A
researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained
prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken
on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and
society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities
undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and
undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing
within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see
Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

1 Full Name: Nathan Richard Culpin
2 Tick all boxes that apply: Member of staff: O gﬁg‘?vr.ary ST [m]
Taught Postgraduate Postgraduate
Undergraduate Student O Student X Research Student O
3 Institute/Academic Athrofa Teacher Education
Discipline/Centre:
4 Campus: Swansea Campus
5 B collies 2304769@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
6 Contact Telephone Number: 07743386648
For students:

April 2022° 1 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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7 Student Number: 2304769
8 Programme of Study: PGCE Postgraduate Certificate In Education Primary QTS
9 Director of Studies/Supervisor: | Elaine Sharpling

SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

1 Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate YES = NO o
approval process for different levels of research by different
categories of individual)
Date
2 If Yes, please indicate source of Research Degrees Committee 0
approval (and date where known):
Approval in principle must be | |nstitute Research Committee [}
obtained from the relevant source = =
prior to seeking ethical approval Elaine Sharpling X 26/03/2024

SECTION C: Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials

Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of

this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of
research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).

Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may

add rows to this table if needed.

1 UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice X
2 UWTSD Research Data Management Policy X
3 Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018) | BERA X

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their
personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and
continue to section E.

1 Institution
2 Contact person name
3 Contact person e-mail address
4 Is your research extemnally funded? YES O NO O
5 Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship? YES O NO O
6 | Are you specifically employed to Voluntary YES O NO O
7 undertake this research in either a Emploved
paid or voluntary capacity? mploye YES [m] NO O
8 Is the research being undertaken If YES then the
within an existing UWTSD Athrofa permission question YES o NO O
Professional Learning Partnership below does not need
(APLP)? to be answered.
April 2022° 2 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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9 Has permission to undertake the (If YES attach copy)
research has been provided by the If NO the application YES O NO O
partner organisation? cannot continue

Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

10 | Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system? YES O NO O

If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this
may be a copy of an email if appropriate).

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

To explore how using the stimulus of a book, influences the children’s
1 Indicative title: cognitive development in a nursery classroom?
2 Proposed start date: 8/04/2024 Proposed end date: 31/07/2024

Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)

Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the
points below:

Purpose of Research Activity
Proposed Research Question
Aims of Research Activity
Objectives of Research Activity

Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain

What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge
How it addresses an area of importance.

Purpose of Research Activity

My research activity is to research how using a book as a stimulus while teaching a specific topic can impact
3 the way children in a nursery classroom develop their cognitive skills. The cognitive development will be
researched using Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive development, touching on sensorimotor intelligence,
preoperational thinking, concrete operational thinking, and formal operational thinking. (Piaget, 1914)

Research Question
4 To explore how using the stimulus of a book as a stimulus, influences the children’s cognitive
development in a nursery classroom?

Aims of Research Activity

- Toinvestigate the impact of incorporating a specific book as a central theme in educational
settings on their cognitive development.

- To examine the effects of incorporating a specific book as a central theme on children's

5 cognitive development across nursery age children

- To develop my understanding of cognitive development in early years and how using a book
can impact that development.

- To observe and develop my skills in linking books to a central theme while creating
stimulating tasks and activities that link with my research question.

6 Objectives of Research Activity

April 2022° 3 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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To conduct a review of literature.

To plan and teach a number of lessons that focus on the use of the book as a stimulus.

To develop an observation schedule to measure the children’s engagement.

To conduct semi-structured interviews with the class teacher and a chosen group of children.

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear
what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed
appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to
justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary
for you to complete your project.

1 will be taking a case study approach which involves conducting research on an individual or a group

of individuals, as well as having the option to study a place, event, organisation of phenomenon. The
data will be logged live on paper or on a computer that is backed up on the universities OneDrive.

1 will use the following methods to gather data to answer my research questions:
Observation/Participated Observation

Observation of the class teacher and the children - general observation will take place whenever |
am not teaching myself, therefore constant data input will take place. This observation will happen
live and will not be recorded on video or audio.

Field notes / Learning Journal

in the event in which | am teaching and are unable to take place in live observation, a learning
journal will be implemented to note down any data that may be useful to myself in the future. These
notes are personal and are only to be available to myself, these notes will be kept strictly

7 confidential and will be destroyed after | have completed my research. Any data will be stored on
paper in a journal only available by myself or digitally on a word document stored within the
universities OneDrive, which has two factor authentication.

Interviews — class teacher

Interviewing is an effective way to get information in a professional setting. Interviews will enable
myself to record the data on paper or on the universities OneDrive. This data can be used within my
research to get a broader understanding and to get critical analysis and opinions of the class
teacher.

Semi-structured group interviews — with the children

Gathering a group and gathering data through group interaction. Taking groups to do an activity to
get an understanding on how pupils react to an activity as a group, getting feedback from pupils as
the activity is taking place. This data can be collected through paper notes or OneDrive entries.
Children will have the right to not participate if they don't feel like they want to. All children who will
be part of this interview process will have had prior parental consent.

Location of research activity

© Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

April 2022° 4 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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8 English Medium Nursery classroom in South Wales area.
Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical
considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local
guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and
whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any
licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural
and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do
the research then please state this.
9 N/A
(this box should expand as you type)
Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT NO X
10 | publicly available?
YES [m}
If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not
in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the
country in question and that of England and Wales.
11
(this box should expand as you type)
Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being
of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015? YES NO
12 | A prosperous Wales O X
13 | Aresilient Wales O X
14 | A healthier Wales X O
15 | A more equal Wales O X
16 | A Wales of cohesive communities O X
17 | A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language O X
18 | A globally responsible Wales X O
19 | If YES to any of the above, please give details:
A healthier Wales:
| will be providing teaching activities and research opportunities that are beneficial to the students’ wellbeing
and mental health, providing fun and interactive activities that are focal to developing a child’s cognitive
development.
A globally responsible Wales:
With information on what topics will be taught during my research period, | know my topics link to benefiting
the environment, developing their knowledge of growing crops, being more environmentally friendly and
overall developing their knowledge on becoming more globally responsive.

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

April 2022° 5 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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Will the research activity include:

=

Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?

Use of interviews?

Use of focus groups?

Use of participant diaries?

Use of video or audio recording?

Use of computer-generated log files?

Participant observation with their knowledge?

Participant observation without their knowledge?

Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific

consent?

10 Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be
experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?

11 | Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?

© || N |lo|la|s|lw|N

12 | Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?

13 | Use of procedures that involve deception?

14 | Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?

15 | Working with live vertebrate animals?

Ojojo|0|0|0|O0 |0 |0X|(0|0|0(0|X|0O
XXX XK K X K XKONKKKK O|KX

16 | Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?

17 Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection
method(s) below.
Details of any other primary data collection method:

(this box should expand as you type)
If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the
following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been
obtained.

SECTION G: Intended Participants

If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

Who are the intended participants:
YES NO
1 | Students or staff at the University? O X
2 | Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)? X O
3 | Vulnerable adults? O X
4 Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or = o
Guardian will be required)
5 | Prisoners? O X

April 2022° 6 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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6 | Young offenders? X
7 Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with =
the investigator or a gatekeeper?
8 | People engaged in illegal activities? O X
Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who
9 | may be unable to give consent.
Details of any other participant groups: O =
(this box should expand as you type)
Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and
how will they be recruited?
32 children on the registers as of 14/03/2024 although 17 more
How many participants are nursery children are due to join after Easter r]alf term. ng
10 | expected? permanent staff meml_oers are present at all times, the main
: Teacher and a Teaching Assistant. For my research question,
The children and the teacher will be the only participants
involved.
For each research method, these are the participants that will be
involved.
Observation:
The children and class teacher will be involved in the observation
process.
i ici ?
11 Who will the participants be? Interview — a formal interview will take place with the class teacher, in
which | will ask formal questions about my research question.
Informal interview - an informal interview will take place and will involve
the children who have been given parental consent, although the
children have every right to not engage with my research based
questions.
(this box should expand as you type)
Children will be selected randomly for group interviews, these
children would have the required consent from all of their parents
or guardians and will be reassured that the information gathered
will be confidential, labelling children as pupil A, B etc. this style
of anonymity will also comply for the class teacher, but will alter to
12 How will you identify the be Teacher A.
participants?
Children will also have the option to not provide information,
giving them full assent to not participate with the activity.
(this box should expand as you type)
Information for participants:
YES NO N/A
April 2022° 7 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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13 Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in = o o
advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?

14 | Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary? X O O

15 | Will you obtain written consent for participation? X O O

16 Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the = o o
research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?

17 If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their = o o
consent to being observed?

18 Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at = o o
any time and for any reason?

19 With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting o o =
questions they do not want to answer?

20 Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full = o o
confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?

21 Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way = o =
appropriate to the type of research undertaken?

22 | If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation
(this box should expand as you type)
Information for participants: YES NO N/A

24 | Will participants be paid? O X O

25 | Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants? O X O

26 Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or o = o
University arising from this study?

27 Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in o = o
any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?

28 | If YES to any question, please provide full details
(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external
research collaborator) you may append that to this form.

Yes [m]
No X

1 Full risk assessment completed and appended?

Risks to participants
2 | For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm,
transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

Risk to participants: How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

1) Emotional Impact: Depending on the content of the | 1) Select books with themes and content appropriate

book, it could evoke strong emotional responses in for the emotional maturity of the target age group.

children, which may not always be positive. Some 2) - Break down complex themes or concepts into
smaller, more manageable parts.

April 2022° 8 PG2 Ethical Approval Form
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themes or events in literature may be distressing or
confusing for young children.

2) Cognitive Overload: Introducing too many complex
themes or concepts from a book could overwhelm
young children, impeding their cognitive development
rather than enhancing it.

3) Parental Concerns: Parents may have concerns
about the content of the book or its potential effects
on their child's development. This could lead to
conflict or discomfort for both the child and the
educators.

(this box should expand as you type)

- Provide opportunities for hands-on activities,
discussions, and reflection to reinforce learning and
understanding.

- Offer additional support or alternative materials for
children who may be struggling to grasp certain
concepts.

3)

- Communicate openly and transparently with
parents about the selected book and its educational
objectives.

- Address any concerns or questions raised by
parents, providing reassurance and information
about the rationale behind book selection.

- Offer resources and support for parents to engage
with their children's reading experiences at home,
promoting continuity between home and school
environments.

(this box should expand as you type)

If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline
numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

n/a

(this box should expand as you type)

Risks to the investigator

For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of

harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

1) Participants may wish to withdraw
2) A confidentiality breach due to data being
released accidentally.

How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

1) In the case of withdrawal from the student
group, discussions would be conducted with the
remaining participants and new participants will
be recruited, if necessary, who will be fully
briefed, and whose informed consent will be
sought. For the case of a withdrawal from the
staff group, a nominee will be sought in the
relevant department/specialism.

2) The research will be stored on the UWTSD
cloud and any recordings, data or transcript will
be password protected in electronic folders on
UWTSD systems and subject to university
protocols. However, GDPR statements will be
included in any participant information and
consent and that the researcher has completed
training on GDPR and will ensure that all
records are kept in secure cloud locations as a
precaution and not on any hard drive

April 2022° 9
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[ (this box should expand as you type)

5 University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

Risk to the University: :I;:wyau will mitigate the risk to the University:

1) Reputational damage (Potential complaint - Ensure adherence to the UWTSD code of

against the researcher for causing ethics and research standards and

emotional distress or embarrassment that commonly agreed standards of good practice.

could cause reputational damage) - Ensure compliance with data storage
regulations and university guidelines and

(this box should expand as you type) security procedures

(this box should expand as you type)

Environmental risks

® For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems
1) Use of paper / Travel How you will mitigate the risk to environment:
1) This research activity will mostly use
(this box should expand as you type) electronic systems reducing the need for
bleached paper and need for travel.
(this box should expand as you type)
Disclosure and Barring Service
If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure
and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any YES NO N/A
contact with such participants.
7 | Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate? X O O

If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not
8 | available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be
subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.

001820603485

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

1 Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

Upon request | will be able to share the headline findings from my research with participants once
the research is complete.

(this box should expand as you type)

2 Informed consent

Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is
involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

Consent forms will be provided to the parents and guardians of the children, in which | will detail
who | am and my intentions, parents will have to return the forms signed even if they decline
consent. Children will also have the option to not provide information, giving them full assent to not
participate with the activity.

(this box should expand as you type)

3 Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If
anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.

April 2022° 10 PG2 Ethical Approval Form




image24.jpeg
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
University of Wales PG2/E1 FORM

Trinity Saint David

Confidentiality will be consistent as all data will only be accessible to myself and university figures
who have access to my University OneDrive. All paper-based data will be on person at all times
and won't be accessible by anyone but myself. Following BERA guidelines at all times.

Full anonymity will be used throughout the research process. Labelling Children and the Teacher as
Child A/Pupil A, Teacher A.

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General
Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 YES NO
“DPA")?

“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable
natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can
be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier
such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or X
to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental,
economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio
recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.

If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

Consent forms will include the students’ names, although this data won't be used in my research
and will be destroyed at the end of the study.

(this box should expand as you type)

Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)? YES NO

“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as
to the data subjects’—

(a) racial or ethnic origin,

(b) political opinions,

(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,

(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour m] X
Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),

(e) physical or mental health or condition,

(f) sexual life,

(g) genetics,

(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),

If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be
collected:

(this box should expand as you type)

Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or | YES NO
materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?

Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?

University computers?

Private company computers?

Home or other personal computers?

©|lo|N|o|uo

Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?

=
o

X Xl Xl OO0 X
000 X x| O

“Cloud” storage or websites?
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Other — specify:

1 O X
For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data
12 | confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption,
anonymisation and pseudonymisation:
For manual files, they will be kept on person or in a secure place where it is inaccessible by anyone
else.
Data will be stored on home computers, that are protected by a password that is only accessible by
myself.
Work will be stored directly on the universities OneDrive that includes Two factor authentication that
ensures data is backed up.
(this box should expand as you type)
Data Protection
Will the research activity involve any of the following activities: YES NO
13 | Electronic transfer of data in any form? O X
14 Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research O =
team?
15 | Sharing of data with other organisations? O X
16 | Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK? O X
17 | Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers? m] X
18 | Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals? O X
19 | Use of data management system? O X
20 | Data archiving? O X
If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in
21 | accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents,
where appropriate):
All information will only be accessible by myself, all paper-based data is only accessible by myself
and is locked away, and any digital data will be password protected with two factor authentication.
(this box should expand as you type)
22 | List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:
- Myself
(this box should expand as you type)
23 | List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:
- Myself
(this box should expand as you type)
Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data,
24 | where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived — if so how and if

not why not.
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All data is stored on OneDrive with two factor authentication.

(this box should expand as you type)
Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see
https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ). If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff)

25

No

(this box should expand as you type)

Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see

26 https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/) YES X
Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your

27 | research has completed or the end of your funding YES &
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confirm that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is
published on the website: https:/www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/

Date: 14/03/2024
1 | Signature of applicant: NathanCuilpin

For STUDENT Submissions:

Director of . . Date: 27/03/2024
2 Studies/Supervisor: Blaine Sharpling
3 Signature: Elaine Sharpling
For STAFF Submissions:
4 Academic Director/ Assistant Date:
Dean:
5 Signature:

Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the
guidelines and attached any required documentation:

| have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

| have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

| confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

0O XXX

| have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

| have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE
ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

(m]

| understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet
the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

| understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents
X | (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be
confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to
pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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