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[bookmark: _GoBack]Reflective paper
The purpose of this paper for me is to reflect on how the 15-minute referral meeting discussing a child's safety has developed me as a professional in regard to my knowledge, skills and my values on safeguarding for children and the Legislations, Public policies and Children Acts that are put in place. Learning the importance of multi agency's working together and what I can take from this to enhance my future professional career.
The assignment was based upon a referral meeting involving a 3-year-old child which was believed he may have been neglected. We as a group of four took different agency roles which would be involved in a real case, these were social worker, health visitor, child protection officer and then the key worker which was my role. We each had to think and act on the concerning signs on the child in relation to our position and knowledge we had and to also take on board information from each other's positions in order to decide on the appropriate safeguarding outcome for the child all linking and abiding by the Children Acts and legislations.
Safeguarding is protecting children from maltreatment, preventing any effects on their health and wellbeing, making sure children grow up in a safe environment and professionals involved act if needed as explained by North Lincolnshire Local Safeguarding Children Board (2016).  Alongside North Lincolnshire Local Safeguarding Children Board (2016) Working Together (2015) explains Children who need help and protection deserve high quality and effective support as soon as a need is identified. There are many policies and legislations put in place to ensure anyone involved with a child follows the correct safeguarding procedures to ensure every Childs wellbeing is maintained at a high standard. Such as the UNCRC ‘The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child’  (UNICEF,1989) which as 54 articles explaining a Childs rights, and this is every child in the world. Government Legislations are also put in place such as The Children Act 1989 which states, the importance of the Childs voice, that the best place for a child is their home if safe and that parents are responsible for the safety of their children (Legislation, 2019). The Children Act 2004 explains that all people involved with a child are responsible and the importance of multi-agency working (HM Government, 2004).

Whilst it is parents and gate keepers who have primary care for their children, local authorities, working with partner organisations and agencies, have their own duties to safeguard the wellbeing of all children in their area (Working Together, 2018). Working together (2018) explains The Children Acts of 1989 and 2004 set out specific duties: section 17 of the Children Act 1989 puts a duty on the local authority to provide services to children in need in their specific area, which I took into consideration when playing the key worker, I suggested the child had further support and also joined a breakfast club as Kidshealth (2015) showed me the importance of children having that first meal of the day and the health and cognitive impacts this has. From this I seen the importance of putting in extra support for both child and parent and with research I found ways to do so. During my role as a key worker I found enough information online linking to settings policies and procedures and now have built upon my knowledge regarding safeguarding within settings. 
 Section 47 (Legislation, March 2014) is that it is local authorities' responsibility to undertake enquiries if they believe a child has suffered or is likely to suffer significant harm, it was my responsibility being the key leader to ensure the safety of the child and decided whether a referral was to be made or not, in this case I believed we had substantial evidence that raised concerns which needed to be passed onto other authorities, with links to future professional jobs, I now feel more aware of concerning signs and now know the correct procedures to take, for example making a referral, I now know CYSUR.Wales. (2018) has all referral sheets, policies and safeguarding information in mid and west wales counties.
Multi-agency working together is crucial for the wellbeing of the child/children involved (A multi-agency approach to safeguarding, n.d.).from this case I can now see that within multi agency working it is important to all understand the case, process and principles and to also know each person's role along with their responsibility to safeguard children (A multi-agency approach to safeguarding, n.d.). The Children Act 1989 brought out that it was now everybody involved that was responsible for the safety of a child (Legislation, 2019), linking to this I have acknowledged from my research that Wales through the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008. (2014) also state protection of children from harm is the responsibility of all individuals and agencies working with children. I can now see how important the communication between Mutli-agency working is and that everyone understands thresholds of action. I feel as if I now have built my confidence up in team work situations with a professional manner and have built upon my critical analysis and professional judgement that I can carry into my future career. 
Under section 10, it is the local authority who is responsible to make arrangements for all agencies and organisations involved to meet and improve the wellbeing of children (working together 2018) when planning our meeting I took this into consideration and suggests we met up in 2 weeks' time to review the situation. It was clear from researching Mutli-agency meetings, the importance of keeping in contact with each agency and sharing information and then the consequences of not doing so could be as large as a Childs death. I can now see the importance of keeping in contact with the child, monitoring and keeping contact with the family. After this case, I am passionate about getting across the child's voice. In the Children Act 1989 (Legislation.gov.uk., 2017) it was shown that the Childs voice is important and should be heard. Peter Clarke, The Office of the Children's Commissioner for Wales expressed the importance of the Childs voice within Wales in 2006 when he explained The Welsh Assembly had now adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child as a guide to all its work and Safeguarding children is now more clearly understood as an activity that is done with our children rather than to them (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008). From this I can see that Wales are stressing the importance of the Childs voice within safeguarding. This knowledge will be carried into my future professional career and always listen to the Childs voice, for example discussing changed with parents regarding their child, however then also discussing these with the child in any situation and most importantly if in any safeguarding case. I took on this knowledge within my case I set up a meeting with the mother and child to discuss the future and how we can help the child within our setting, discussing the mother and child extra support group we held and also the breakfast club which Jack could attend and hopefully benefit from. From this I have now improved my skills on how to deal with both parent and child and my values when dealing with emotions and humanitarian ways.

Within my research process I found information on key workers and settings regarding safeguarding easy to identify and there were a range of sources providing policies within schools and how to respond to concerning signs of a Childs welfare. The Childcare Act 2006 emphasis on settings and any person caring for a child (Legislation, 2006). From this I have gained knowledge that there is a duty to provide information, advice and training to childcare providers and all staff now since the Childcare Act 2006 must be trained in safeguarding. Within my research I found multi agency working is important to ensure children are safe and protected and during my research I acknowledged that Wales was the first country to appoint a Children's Commissioner for Wales’s , with aims to safeguard and promote the rights and welfare of children and young people in Wales.  The Children’s Commissioner was established under the Care Standards Act 2000, which was amended by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2001. (Welsh Government, 2016). My knowledge on what Wales is specifically doing to ensure the best safety for children has grown. This assignment has helped me to improve on my reflective skills as within a case you have to go back and reflect on the information and statistics you were given in order to come up with an action plan.
To conclude this reflective paper, I can clearing see the importance of safeguarding and multi-agency working from North Lincolnshire Local Safeguarding Children Board (2016) and Working Together (2015) which both explain safeguarding is important protect children from maltreatment, preventing any effects on their health and wellbeing, making sure children grow up in a safe environment. My knowledge has grown on the different legislations around safeguarding children such as the The Children Act 1989 which brought out that it was now everybody involved that was responsible for the safety of a child (Legislation, 2019) and I now know that multi-agency not working together efficiently could lead to serious consequences as large as a Childs life. From the case I had I know have developed new skills with regards to time keeping, documenting and sharing information when dealing with safeguarding case as a key worker. My knowledge has expanded from this as now I am up to date with the Legislations, Public policies and Children Acts that are put in place and have a greater understanding on how to deal with a safeguarding issue within a setting. From playing the role as a key worker, I found there was a substantial amount of information available to key workers and found that all staff involved with a child must be trained in safeguarding following the Childcare Act 2006. I feel more confident with my organisation skills and understanding what is involved in a safeguarding referral meeting and I now feel more aware of concerning signs and now know the correct procedures to take. Some values I have gained from this is my empathy towards a situation and built upon my critical analysis and professional judgement within a case. From this I can see what the world as a whole have put in place with the UNCRC ‘The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child’  (UNICEF,1989), what the government has put in place such as the Children Act 1989 (Legislation, 2019) and Children Act 2004 (HM Government, 2004) and what Wales specifically have put in place with the Commissioner for Wales Act 2001. (Welsh Government, 2016). Reflecting on this, over all I have gained new skills, knowledge and values concerning safeguarding with children within my role as key worker which I can take with me into my future professional career.
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