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	[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Fig. 1 Photo of badge taken by Rebekah Carder, (Lampeter, 2021)] 

[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]  This tag is one two brought home by Rebekah Carder who was a missionary in the London, England Mission for eighteen months, the typical term for a ‘sister’ missionary, from May 2019 – November 2020.[footnoteRef:2]  During service, the badge is generally worn daily, as seen on the mannequin to the left, and are unique to missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints becoming part of their ‘uniform’. After service, the name tags are not to be worn, demonstrating that the owner is no longer away from their home, part of the missionary organisation, and therefore not expected to live according to the same standards.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  See Fig 2. ]  [3:  Available at: https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/missionary-standards-for-disciples-of-jesus-christ?lang=eng (Accessed 15/12/21)] 






                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                 [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Photo of release certificate taken by Simon Carder, (Conwy, 2021)] 

                                              









Additional information
Wider History and significance – Though missionary work has been an important doctrine in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, even before it’s official organisation in 1830, and missionaries came to the British Isles as early as 1837, the context which this badge came to be used in is fairly recent.[footnoteRef:5]  Identification badges inscribed with ‘elder’ or ‘sister’, depending on gender, the last name of the missionary, and name of the church were not used until the 1980’s, when they became standardised for all missionaries in countries which permitted them, manufactured by Provo Missionary Training Centre Bookstore.[footnoteRef:6]  The badge represents that the wearer has put aside ‘worldly’ concerns for a time to focus on spiritual obligations; Daniel Miller highlights similar examples in other religions, where the material comes to represent proximity or desire for the immaterial.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  ‘Section 4’, The Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, (Salt Lake City, 2013); Available at: https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archivesheet29 (Accessed 15/12/21)]  [6:  Available at: https://yakimamission.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/the-history-of-lds-missionary-name-tags/ (Accessed 15/12/21)]  [7:  Available at: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/anthropology/people/academic-and-teaching-staff/daniel-miller/materiality-introduction (Accessed 17/12/21)] 

‘Social life’[footnoteRef:8] – The significance of the badge being manufactured in the United States, and shipped the United Kingdom, highlights the relationship of both the trade between the two nations and the church.  The existence of the badge may cement certain people’s idea of an ‘American church’, to others may shape their belief that it is now world-wide.[footnoteRef:9]  It can be inferred that there is a larger presence of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the United States, and specifically Provo, where the badges are manufactured, leading to greater opportunities for organisation and funds which enable the production of such items which cannot be produced in the United Kingdom due, a lesser presence of both.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  Arjun Appadurai, The Social Life of Things: Commodities in Cultural Perspective, (Cambridge, 1986), p 3 - 5]  [9:  Actor Network theory as referenced in Rodney Harrison, Heritage: Critical Approaches, (London, Routledge, 2013) p31-32]  [10:  Compare statistics available at: https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/facts-and-statistics/state/utah (Accessed 17/12/21) and https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/facts-and-statistics/country/united-kingdom (Accessed 17/12/21) ] 

Personal History and value – This badge is individual in many ways not least because it was not present during the entire eighteen months, it was bought as a replacement for several lost tags, and as a result is younger than its twin, also reflecting the character of its owner.  It was also purchased and worn during the covid pandemic, largely inside a Stevenage flat and the teaching centre in the Hyde Park building for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, not seeing the ‘milage’ of its predecessors, and being sanitised more than was probably beneficial to the material.  Its value and treatment after use is also significant.  As part of a family narrative it signifies 2 entire generations of Carders who posses similar badges from also serving missions, which have become involved in various family traditions, suggesting an inalienable value.[footnoteRef:11]  It was also placed in a box, given by the organisational leader of the England London Mission (mission president) to all missionaries returning home, to keep the now unused badges in; a unique part of that particular mission.[footnoteRef:12]  This is perhaps a symbolic of setting aside a very special part of life which cannot be revisited, and suggests the reverence with which that experience, and office continue to be regarded. [11:  Annette B. Weiner, Inalienable Possessions The Paradox of Keeping-While Giving, (California, 1992), referenced by Luci Attala in Lecture 1 – The Nature of Objects, (Lampeter, 2021)
]  [12:  See Fig 3.] 
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                                                                                                                        [footnoteRef:13] [13:  Fig. 3 Photo of box taken by Rebekah Carder, (Lampeter, 2021)] 


  Display – This would be displayed in a museum about the history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the British Isles, situated wither near the river Ribble, or in London, as an extension of the Hyde Park Visitor’s Centre.[footnoteRef:14]  for its significance as the place of first baptisms in the UK, In order to encourage the audience to have a “creative engagement with he past”, and explore the significance of the name tag beyond what can be read, other methods of conveying information should be utilised.[footnoteRef:15] However, to not overwhelm the audience, and drown the value of the badge under a tidal wave of generality, points of significance should be highlighted, albeit in perhaps a non-conventional manner.[footnoteRef:16] As the object is physically small, the display will serve to emphasise, not replace it. The original will be viewed in context, on a dressed mannequin, next to which will be a replica, that may be detached from the wall and worn by the audience and viewed on their person in a mirror. Under the replica, the explanatory plaque will be placed, so that it is convenient for reading as one faces the mirror guiding the viewer to do so. This provides both literal and mental reflection of the experiences and thoughts of the original wearer of the name tag. Behind the display, as ‘wallpaper’ will be newspaper pages, websites and social media pages print outs from the years 2019-2020, with especial focus on the pandemic and its impact on church worship; i.e. the closer of buildings, limits on numbers, singing and stipulation of masks.[footnoteRef:17]  [14:  Available at: https://news-uk.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/history-of-the-mormon-church-in-the-british-isles (Accessed 15/12/21)]  [15:  Harrison, Heritage: Critical Approaches, p 4]  [16:  Ibid. p167]  [17:  Available at: https://libguides.ncl.ac.uk/c.php?g=683215&p=4884593 (Accessed 17/12/21) and https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000gm87 (Accessed 17/12/21)] 

  There could also be an audio track, played when a button is pressed under the information panel, either of the owner’s voice sharing one or several anecdotes, or of voice actors, or actual missionaries sharing snippets of conversation, or examples of the noises they would experience through their day, for example, knocks on doors, and the following exchange, the sound of traffic, or phones ringing, and buzzing with notifications, this track may also include a newscast about the pandemic, or an announcement from a church leader concerning missionaries who had to go home due it. This will help the viewer understand the context of the object, a little of how it was perceived, as well as used, the idea to provide depth beyond the utilitarian analogy generally conveyed by the explanatory plaque.[footnoteRef:18] To enhance the experience further, smart clothes, similar to missionary attire may be placed for use along with the replica badge, which should be made to look and feel the same as the original, with a magnet clip for attaching to clothes in the same manner as the first badge. [18:  Ian Hodder, The Present Past: An Introduction to Anthropology for Archaeologists, (London, 1982), p.11, 14, 30] 
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Description automatically generated] [footnoteRef:19] [19:  Concept drawing of exhibit by Simon Carder, 2021] 
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