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From a global perspective and referring to local and global policies, critically discuss engagement in education for children in one country of your choice. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.
This assignment will look at the country of Zimbabwe. Background information of it going onto more detailed information of its education policies and some of the barriers the people of Zimbabwe face, which may prevent them to attend education. Looking at global perspective policies to then follow with information of the United Kingdom along with a comparison of the two countries effects on the children.
What is global perspective? Global perspective is the ability and the capability and willingness for people to think more complex about situations globally. It is the ability to have a better understanding and enhanced outlook on ones meaning of the world.
In 1923 Zimbabwe achieved a colonial status, not long after the British government transformed its actions in African education through the department of native education in 1927 which then was passed as an education act in 1929.  This education act allowed poor students to work to pay for the tuition fees after school and during holidays. All though with this they did not intend on giving a full education as they did not want anyone to become smart enough to believe in themselves to challenge the colonial rules.
"Thus, the government of Godfrey Huggins used the worldwide Great Depression as an excuse to oppose and eliminate all other educational facilities for Africans expect for elementary education, leading to a drastic decline in enrolment that reached 100,000 fewer students in 1929". 
http://education.stateuniversity.com/pages/1707/Zimbabwe-HISTORY-BACKGROUND
The education system of Zimbabwe had built its structure to education believing that 2-7-4-2 is the way forward. This meaning that two years are spent in an early childhood development (ECD), seven years in basic primary education along with four years in secondary education followed by 2 years in senior secondary schooling. The education board in Zimbabwe consider high quality education for the children to be a basic right to them. That education is the foundation that underpins the development of life through cultural, social and economical. ( acei.org/zimbabwe/)
The educators of Zimbabwe have reviewed its education curriculum being sure to produce learners who not only excel in education but in being able to contribute to the developing country. The education curriculum of Zimbabwe has five key pillars which are; the legal and regulatory framework, teacher capacity development, teacher professional standards, infrastructure development and innovation. Like anywhere children need an early foundation of literacy and numeracy learning the literature and culture of the nation developing them into good citizens who are able to attain better jobs and prospects in the future. 
"The competency-based curriculum being implemented in 2017 with ECD A, grade 1, Form 1 and Form 5 currently has 102 syllabuses for ECD, primary, and secondary classes. The aim of the curriculum is to cherish pupils' Zimbabwean identity and values, prepare learners for life and work as they acquire practical competencies, literacy, and numeracy skills. The curriculum promotes inclusivity, lifelong learning, equity and fairness, and gender sensitivity. The identified exit profiles are skills, knowledge, national identity, values, and attitudinal dispositions". (https://www.acei.org/zimbabwe/)
It was in 2005 the early child development was put into the education policy in Zimbabwe. Through progression the structure known as 2-7-4-2 is no longer as the Zimbabweans changed the structure into infants, juniors and secondary the same principle as The United Kingdom have. Furthermore to this there is no early child development in Zimbabwe and the early child development is underfunded due to the weak economic conditions. Majority of funds for education are allocated for salaries, leaving under 3 percent for infrastructure and development. With a massive 427,800 learners in early child development being taught by just 4,000 teachers. This is with only 21.6% of children aged between 36 months and 59 months old who attend an early child development programme.
Even though The children in Zimbabwe are receiving somewhat of an education, they still do not have all the full educational facilities to learn. They have very little learning materials such as books and writing equipment so a high quantity of what they do is play and learn. For many of these children in the early development programme and up to 8 years are malnourished with 27.6% stunted and with 11.3% underweight, which shows that the education board need to also put into place a feeding system.  (Zimbabwe ministry of education, sports, arts and culture. (2012)
It can be malnourishment that sometimes leads to children unable to attend school. Parents not having finances to be able to feed the children enough to thrive. They are then forced into going to work with the parents to raise more funds. This is just one barrier that people may face to getting an education. It is not only funding that can have an influence on the ability to receive an education, but some children live to far away to attend school with no form of transport.
It is the Global Partnership of Education that fund Zimbabwe. This new programme of Global Partnership of Education has put in $20.6 million of US dollars into the education sector framework of 2017-2020. The ministry of primary and secondary education focuses on five priority areas. These are; Providing a strong policy, legal and regulatory framework through support, implementing the new curriculum through support, improving equity and access with a focus on inclusive education, non-formal education, and accelerated learning, strengthening institutions and programme support management. (Global partnership of education, Jan 14, 2018)
With the first grant that Zimbabwe were funded from the Global Partnership of Education there were 44,324 teachers who were successfully trained and all 72 of the districts received the grant to purchase education materials, however according to UNICEF Zimbabwe, 98% of the funding they receive goes toward employment cost. That just a tiny amount to be put into the education. It is not the only funds that Zimbabwe receive as they also are given funds toward education from The United Kingdom. The United Kingdom's department for international development has funded $37 million US dollars to Zimbabwe to improve education. (Published 7 September 2015.gov.uk)
"Education is a human right. Despite great progress in the last few years, millions of children are still denied their right to education. Restricted access to education in one of the surest ways of transmitting poverty from generation to generation. Education is vital human right, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child. Every girl and every boy should have the right to a quality education so that they can have more chances in life, including employment opportunities, better health and to participate in the political process".
(UNICEF. (2015). Zimbabwe Poverty Atlas 2015. UNICEF Zimbabwe)
The people of The United Kingdom are fortunate to receive education for free. In Wales there is a programme in education known as flying start which allows for children as young as 2 to start in school. It is the Welsh government who fund this scheme. This gives them a head start with learning numeracy and literature skills from a young age. This education starts from 2 all the way up through secondary school and onto further education into collage. It is only when wanting to go further and attend university are there an fees.
In 1870 there was an education act which was the very first piece of legislation of education in Britain. In 1869 the National Education League began to campaign for free, compulsory and non-religious education for all children. (www.parliament.uk) Every child is entitled to receive an education regardless to what sex, religion or disability they have. This is not the case in Zimbabwe due to the education fees, so if a parent must choose which child goes to school it is more often they put the son into school as they are more valuable to the family than the girls.  The girls tend to stay home and look after other siblings with the mother and prepare meals with what little food they have. This education act built up a system of "School boards" which were elected people. Although it was attempted the act make school compulsory, it was not until 1876 that the recommendation of compulsory school was made by the Royal commission on the factory act, which was to stop child labour. In 1880 the law of The Education Act finally made school attendance compulsory for children between five and ten years of age. Even though this was a law now and was there to help with the abolishment to child labour, truancy was at a large still as at these times there were fees to be paid for education so just like in Zimbabwe parents could not afford to give up income earned by their children. (www.parliament.uk) The fees for education were stopped in 1893 and the age of compulsory schooling was raised to age 12 in 1899. Compulsory education was for all children even if they had any health defects or were blind and deaf (Blind and Deaf Children)
"Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace".
(Article26 universal declaration human rights)
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a document in history of human rights. It is about different legal and cultural back ground of all parts of the world in Paris December 10th, 1948. The protection of human rights. 
The national curriculum is followed right through The United Kingdom giving everyone the same recourses and education as one another. Although there is such a wide range of education and there is no reason for any child to go without attending schools, not all children can work to the correct level intended for their correct age. This may be due to disabilities such as autism, dyslexia or dyspraxia to name a few. These children still receive a full education as the policy states "Every Child Matters". 
"Every Child Matters" is a policy which was published 8th September 2003. Its aims were to ensure all children had the chance to fulfil their full potential regardless to race, age, disability or ethnicity. It was about safeguarding our children. The people who must follow this policy is not only those who teach, but anyone who has any work relations with children. This can include teachers, doctors, social workers, hospital staff and even those who volunteer at these places. It is giving the children a better start to their lives. (working with kids200-2018)
Although education as already stated is free within the UK and from such a young age of just 2 in Wales, there are still barriers to an education the same as anywhere in the world. There are so many schools to attend to in the UK there is never any reason for not attending due to not enough schools or there locations.  Education from home may sometimes be a struggle as for many parents who even today living in 2018 are still living their lives under the poverty line. Therefore having no extra cash to buy nice books for the children to read and learn from at home. The UK is not as bad as the people of Zimbabwe but as a nation who are sending other countries money, the people of The United Kingdom should not be living like this. Some people are living day by day finding where the next meal is coming from. Parents who are not in work through whatever reason are given social money which does not always get stretched far enough for everyone to eat so many days with thanks to schools who do free school meals for certain criteria's, children at least are given one delicious meal a day. In Wales, there are organisations such as Pembrokeshire action to combat hardship (PATCH) which help people who are in crisis by clothing and feeding the more unfortunate. This charitable organisation was founded in June 2008. (http://patchcharity.org.uk/)
According to the world population review, in 2018 the UK have a population count of 66.57 million compared to just 16.91 million in Zimbabwe although this is an increase from just 14.9 million people in 2013. The life expectancies with in both countries are at 81 years old in the UK and just 61 in Zimbabwe. (http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/zimbabwe-population/) With much better education in the UK, means many people get more highly qualified to get better jobs such as doctors and nurses to help look after health issues unlike the people of Zimbabwe. This kind of help is not free to them and more often than not they do not have a hospital facility nearby to them. 
In comparison to the UK and Zimbabwe, not only is it this education and qualifications that vary but the help and aid that people in the different communities give one another. For instance, in Zimbabwe People of local communities to the school will help to build it and put things right while they are not even skilled tradesman. Everyone is thankful to one another for pulling together and building a better future for the children. This is something that would never even be considered in the UK regardless to how good someone is at a job, without the proper certificates showing they have been educated in the trade and are fully qualified they will not be taken on to help. This is due to our ambitious standards of health and safety boards, as well as businesses being too scared for something going wrong and them being liable to pay out for any claims that will be put in. People in today’s society are quick to blame and point a finger. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With conclusion to all of this it is believed that by having a more structured education and a stronger government that progression is more achievable. The welsh government are often updating the curriculum to follow and although have a lot of educational funding, exam results show that the results do not come out top so there definitely is a lot more room for improving our education. In Wales For example with Wales having "The Donaldson Report", it is a guide to our curriculum. In the "Donaldson Report" it states that the purpose of the curriculum in Wales should be that children and young people develop to be ambitious, enterprising and ethical informed citizens, which is for them to be citizens of Wales and the world.  Finance plays a very large role in what each country can achieve with education, livelihood, jobs and recourses. Finance is the stem to everything as without money you have no foundation to build up a school. No schools mean lack of education which dominoes into no jobs meaning no money. Everything takes a while to manifest and even the most struggling of countries through progression will reach a new milestone. Zimbabweans in 2006 had the lowest life expectancy in the world where this has now jumped up to an average of 61 years. The growth in Zimbabwe since 1950 is 2.32%. This is shows that progression for this country is growing at a good pace where as in the UK it is just 0.59%. With the economic businesses helping to fund other countries while their countries are progressing well and they are able to progress. The UK financial economy as well as education system is so much better than those abroad, not in Zimbabwe alone but many other countries also. Therefore so many like to come to the UK to get an education which will allow for them to get a highly qualified job with an excellent wage. This is the case with so many foreign citizens that now live in Britain. Many people from Zimbabwe are not able to receive a high salary job so often they relocate to the UK to be able to provide for their families back at home.
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