Choose one country in the majority world (low or middle income country) and critically explore the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in your chosen country. Refer to national, regional, and international policies and reports; and apply theory throughout.

This assignment will be concentrating on the importance of accessibility to good quality education within the majority world. ‘Education enables upward socioeconomic mobility and is a key to escaping poverty. Education helps reduce inequalities and reach gender equality and is crucial to fostering tolerance and more peaceful societies’ UNRIC (2015) As stated in the quote education is a crucial component to everyday life and although the world is constantly evolving, is this happening at a pace that is deemed acceptable? Or does society and the world have a long way to go? The approach of the assignment is to take a global perspective on education, to have understanding, open our mind and compare information nationally and internationally.
‘A global perspective is the capacity and predisposition for a person to think with complexity taking into account multiple perspectives, to form a unique sense of self that is value based and authentic, and to relate to others with respect and openness especially with those who are not like her…. [with a] sense of people, nation, and world beyond themselves’ (Finn, McNamara, 2011: p. 259).

The chosen country for this assessment is Ethiopia. It is located in the North East region of Africa also known as the Horn of Africa. According to BBC News (2022) Ethiopia is the second largest country in Africa when considering the population count of 102.5 million, which covers 426.4 square miles. In comparison the UK has a population of 68.4 million as of 2022 with an area of 94.5 square miles. According to Ethiopian Embassy (2022) It is also the oldest independent country in Africa and possibly the world, it is believed that the oldest remains of a human ancestor were to be found here which are thought to be approximately five million years old. During the fourth century Christianity was introduced when missionaries from Syria and Egypt arrived. During the seventh century Ethiopia was left isolated from European Christianity due to a rise in Islam however this contact was re-established in the 1500s when the Portuguese set out to convert Ethiopia to Roman Catholicism with the hope of strengthening their control over the Indian Ocean. Thus, causing a century of religious conflict followed resulting in the expulsion of all foreign missionaries in the 1630s. The build up of bitter conflict resulted in Ethiopian hostility towards foreign Christians and Europeans which continued until the twentieth century and was a factor in Ethiopia’s isolation until the middle of the nineteenth century. The Ethiopian Embassy (2022) summarised the importance of Ethiopia’s victory stating:
‘Emperor Menelik II reigned from 1889 to 1913, fending off the encroachment of European powers. Italy posed the greatest threat, having begun to colonize part of what would become its future colony of Eritrea in the mid-1880s. In 1896 Ethiopia defeated Italy at the Battle of Adwa, which remains famous today as the first victory of an African nation over a colonial power’. 

Good quality and accessible education should be a basic human right for every child and young person throughout the world but is this truly the case? and if it is not then the question needs to be asked, why not? and what policies, regulations, frameworks, guidelines are in place to combat this. 
According to UNICEF (date unknown) The United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCRC) is made up of 54 articles that covers all aspects of a child’s life, civil, political, economic, social and cultural. The convention came into force in 1989 with an aim to ensure every child has a right despite of race, religion, gender, language or abilities. Articles 28 and 29 specifically state rights to education and goals of education, this in turn contributes towards supporting the education for sustainable development and global citizenship by underpinning other policies and frameworks, acting as a foundation to work from. 
Although a global policy as in the UNCRC is in place, unfortunately this does not rule out the realisation that there remains to be barriers to accessing good quality education throughout the world. According to UNICEF (2012) a study that investigated out of school children in Ethiopia:
‘The supply of education is affected by the availability of finance to provide physical and human resources. The socio-cultural barriers are expressed in terms of violence against children/gender-based violence, harmful traditional practices, lack of awareness about the ultimate benefit of education, wrong attitude towards children with disabilities and female children. On the other hand, the economic demand side comprises poverty, the cost benefit of education, being orphan, seasonal factors and migration’.
Due to these barriers the findings from the mentioned study revealed that only 11% of pre-primary school aged children access education and over three million children of primary and lower secondary age are still out of school. 
These numbers are very concerning when considering the importance of education, how it can be utilised to reduce poverty, improve health, and equality throughout. 
‘While progressive educators stress the child’s development from within, formalists put the emphasis, by contrast, on formation from without— formation that comes from immersion in the knowledge, ideas, beliefs, concepts, and visions of society, culture, civilization’ (Thomas 2013: 25-26).
One of the main barriers to education is gender discrimination and inequality. According to UNICEF (2018) Ethiopia is well known for a history in gender inequality, pooper women and girls experiencing many disadvantages. Girls are expected to carry out household chores, marry young, experience early pregnancies, and experience gender-based violence, 40% of girls are married as children, 47% of girls who start grade 1 do not make it to grade 5 and 75% of secondary school age girls do not attend secondary school (UNICEF, 2018). Although Ethiopia has made progress over the years if they want to be able to achieve the goal, they have set of becoming a middle-income country by 2025 they need to be making further progress at targeting the barriers that they are faced with. 
UNICEF’s strategy for targeting this barrier and showing support is by providing skills and knowledge to children and young people. They aim to strengthen school gender clubs and to end gender-based violence that is school related by bringing awareness to not only the school setting but the also the wider communities allowing them to participate in a positive proactive manner. 
‘Through engagement within the Education Sector’s pooled fund, the General Education Quality Improvement Programme, UNICEF is using its range of experience, knowledge, and influence to leverage larger investments and bring a greater impact to improving the quality, efficiency and effectiveness of education for girls in Ethiopia’ (UNICEF, 2018). 
Another key barrier is poverty, Ethiopia has been recognised as one of the poorest countries in the world. This has mainly been due to droughts, overgrazing, deforestation, and this has had a major impact on the food supply making it incredibly difficult for the country to produce and source food (Borgen Project, 2017) This has also had an affect on income as 80% of Ethiopia’s people work in agriculture and without the means to work, they are unable to earn. According to AFRO (2021) ‘With a high prevalence of lived poverty, many Ethiopians continue to experience frequent shortages of basic necessities in their daily lives. More than half report moderate or high levels of lived poverty, and most rate the government’s performance on economic issues as poor’. The lack of funding also has a knock-on effect on education costs which to an extremely low-income family is detrimental, to them the cost of sending a child to school could be substantial from the costs of school fees, possible travel costs, school materials and school uniform. This then compared to how much a child could earn for the family or doing chores could be considered a considerable barrier. However, when considering the UNCRC articles 28 right to education, 29 goals of education and 32 child labour, children should be allowed to as stated have a right to an education without barriers, children should not be forced to work if it harms the development of their education.
The lack of funding has a detrimental effect on the education system as it remains underdeveloped with unacceptable teaching facilities, lack of teachers due to funding and education with an unacceptable ratio of 1:64 teacher to child, (Borgen Project, 2016) which when it is compared to the UK on average at most it could possibly be 1:30. This is not giving children and young people to best possible opportunity to learn and develop to their full potential.
To improve the quality of primary education, UNICEF invests in teachers through Assessment-for-Learning, an initiative that gives teachers skills to continually assess the progress of individual students to inform their teaching.  Given the considerable number of refugees and displaced communities in the country, investments are made in quality education to meet immediate humanitarian needs while seeking more sustainable solutions through integration with host communities.
Furthermore in 2015 The United Nations adopted a framework called The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’S) with the aim to make the world a better place, to combat poverty, protect and preserve the planet and create an environment that is habitable for all living things. There were seventeen goals created all with an aim of achieving targets, although each of these targets are individual, they do interlink. Actions and positive outcomes in one area can affect the outcomes in others. For example, goal number one is poverty it declares to end poverty in all it’s forms by 2030, in 2015 10% of the world including Ethiopia was living in extreme poverty unable to meet their basic needs of health, wellbeing, education, access to food and water.
This is unacceptable especially when considering Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs which states people require their basic needs, their needs for survival which are at the bottom of the pyramid including, food, shelter, drink, clothing and only when these needs are satisfied, they have the ability and motivation to continue up the pyramid to fulfil further needs including safety, love and belonging, esteem and self- actualization (Simply Psychology, 2020). It is difficult to imagine how far up the pyramid people for the majority world would get as if their basic needs were not met how could they possibly be motivated to be able to strive, however one might argue that does a lack of having safety needs of financial security and property prevent or hinder the feeling of love and belonging?.
Some might argue why should the UK for example be considerate of other countries economic situation and the basic answer is ‘there are many reasons, but in short, because as human beings, our wellbeing is linked to each other. Growing inequality is detrimental to economic growth and undermines social cohesion, increasing political and social tensions and, in some circumstances, driving instability and conflicts’. (UN, 2015)
Continuing on with Sustainable Development Goals, if poverty could be improved within the country, then this would have a positive impact on goal two which is zero hunger, which in turn would have a positive impact on goal three good health and wellbeing and so on. However, it is all well and good having goals but how sustainable is it and how can they be monitored and implemented throughout the world? This can be achieved by National and International policies specific to own countries but each with the same end goal in sight.  
A policy that is region specific to Africa therefore including Ethiopia is The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC). This was adopted in 1990 and has similar principles to the UNCRC but more specific to the importance of African issues, all member states have agreed and signed apart from five.
‘Considering that the Charter of the Organization of African Unity recognizes the paramountcy of Human Rights and the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights proclaimed and agreed that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed therein, without distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group, colour. sex, language, religion, political or any other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth, or other status’ (ACREC, 1990)
 The Charter includes 48 articles, these include, best interest of the child, survival and development, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, health, and health services to name a few. Article 11 specifically relates to education, stating that every child has a right to education, promoting the development of a child’s personality, talents, and abilities, to preserve and strengthen positive African morals and traditions, to promote a child’s understanding of main health care. (ACREC, 1990)
The ACREC (1990) recognises that Africa is unalike other countries stating: 
‘Noting with concern that the situation of most African children, remains critical due to the unique factors of their socio-economic, cultural, traditional and developmental circumstances, natural disasters, armed conflicts, exploitation and hunger, and on account of the child’s physical and mental immaturity he/she needs special safeguards and care’
According to The Guardian (2021) it had been reported that the situation in Northern Ethiopia with regards to the Tigray conflict was worsening, with food, water and energy supplies being affected. The UK had stated that they were to donate £29 million of humanitarian aid to affected areas, in total at the point the UK has provided £75 million to alleviate the risk of famine. 
Ethiopia over the years has relied on and received charity from many organisations including Water Aid, Comic Relief, Save the Children just to name a few. Comic Relief, which is a British charity, set up by Richard Curtis and Lenny Henry set up a fundraising event called Red Nose Day in 1985 with the hope of raising money to help those affected by famine in Ethiopia. According to The Guardian (2018) It is believed that the success of the charity over the years has raised in excess of over £1bn, not only helping Africa but British charities. 
However, there was some controversy in 2018 stating that Comic Relief was being fronted by white saviourism. White celebrities appearing to ‘save the day’ in appeal films recorded in Africa speaking in front of the people that it actually concerned.  Comic Relief made the decision to end the celebrities making the appeals. The Guardian (2018) reported that from now on they will use:
‘Balanced stories of poverty and need with more optimistic, complex tales, People talking in the first person in their own voices, with local hero’s and local heroines talking to us about the work they’re doing. You won’t see a celebrity standing in front of people talking about them. You’ll see people talking for themselves’.
In conclusion the many barriers that are affecting the access to good quality and consistent education in Ethiopia and other countries in the majority world is extensive. Although these have been recognised and relevant National and International policies have been put in place, there appears to be a long way to go before these issues are addressed to their up most. Despite The Sustainable Goal for no poverty was to end poverty by 2030 this is now not a realistic target as stated by the UN (date unknown however post Covid 19):
‘Even before COVID-19, baseline projections suggested that 6 per cent of the global population would still be living in extreme poverty in 2030, missing the target of ending poverty. Developing countries will face a devastating social and economic crisis over the months and years to come, with the pandemic pushing millions of workers into unemployment, underemployment and working poverty’
This then contributes to the thinking that if the target for no poverty is unlikely to be met then could this also be the case for other goals? However there still needs to be a positive mind set with the aspirations for one and all to want a better more sustainable world for the future generation. To Educate the children and young people with knowledge of positive values, attitudes, understanding and skills an ethos which should be embedded into all schools throughout the world. 
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