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Introduction:
What is blended learning?

Content:
Is a didactic methodology, a teaching and learning approach which combines face-to-
face classroom techniques with computer mediated activities to give instruction. This
pedagogical approach means a variety of face-to-face and online activities and the
integration of synchronous and asynchronous learning mechanisms, this offering an exellent
possibility for the arrangement of efficient learning processes. Blended learning is the
term given to the educational practice of connecting digital learning techniques with more
classic classroom face to face teaching. “Challenges, Convergence and Integration of Synchronous and Asynchronous Technologies in Online Learning” Indian Journal of Open Learning, IGNOU, 9(3), 381-391.’’
 In a true blended learning situation, both the student and therefore the teacher should be physically located within the same space. Blended Learning, involves combining teaching in a classroom with eLearning solutions. Depending on the theme of the course, this approach can take many forms, and the relationship between the two means of transmitting information can be distinct.
For instance, a specific topic can be presented by a teacher in front of students, and homework and activities aimed at consolidating knowledge will be carried out online.
Also, the courses can be divided, following that only genuine aspects will be presented by the teacher, and the rest of the content will reach the student mediated by a computer application.
Essentials for Blended Learning provides a practical, streamlined approach for creating efficient 
learning experiences by blending online activities and the best of face-to-face teaching. Efficient 
blended learning requires rethinking of teaching practices and a redesign in fact structure.
Suitable for instructors in any content area, this book simplifies these difficult challenges without 
neglecting important opportunities to transform teaching. The revised second edition is more 
streamlined and easier to user, and includes more real-world examples of blended teaching and 
learning, the newest technologies, and extra research-based learning activities.
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Given this current situation, we can say that this pandemic, the state of emergency instituted overnight, caused a real experiment in education.
Globally, education systems need to adapt to the situation, to reinvent themselves.
Millions of children have been forced to stay home, and teachers have been forced by the situation to move their online activity, to learn to use different technologies and digital platforms to continue teaching and to keep in touch with children.
Blended learning can be the ideal choice, due to the many advantages it has. On the one hand,
 students can help from the guidance of a teacher or an instructor, this being for the benefit of
 those who cannot organize themselves effectively and need assistance in completing the course.
So, they will know which aspects of the whole set of information are the most important, they will 
be able to request additional explanations formulated on their understanding if necessary and will 
be able to interact with other colleagues on the topic given face to face.
Also, certain subjects are difficult to assimilate entirely through oral presentation, 
and visual stimuli need to be included to help learners assimilate information more easily.(SafatlaGuru,2020)
A picture is worth a thousand words, but the effects of an animation on the receivers of information is much stronger than that of a still image.
From this point of view, one of the great positives of using eLearning solutions is that dynamic 
visual elements can be included, unlike traditional textbooks, in which only photos are present.
One scarry thing for a lot of people is giving the accessibility of  a computer resources, it is natural to wonder whether they will eventually replace teachers altogether and turn learning into an individual activity in the online environment.
Theoretically, the efficiency of blended learning is given by this alternation between the study 
conducted under the guidance of a teacher and the individual, assisted through a computer 
app.
By combining  advantages of both ways, one method is superior to the other, and the 
students' results should reflect this.
Various comparative studies in this regard have been developed by teachers in order to identify the 
excellent way of teaching that involves the minimum costs.
One of these studies was conducted by Thomas J. Keefe, a professor of organizational behavior at 
Indiana University. Published in 2003, the study begins from the conclusion of past research, 
according to which there is insignificantly difference between blended learning and technology-mediated 
Learning.
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As a result, replacing the first with the second would save time and funds, and the efficiency would 
be unaltered. To test the veracity of those studies, Keefe split his students into two groups.
The first of these was taught  the traditional style, but also had to perform certain tasks on the 
computer, and the second was assisted only by the computer to go through the same subject, the 
lesson being exposed over Power Point presentations. Both groups were tested by the same methods. 
Assumption from which the study had started was dismantled, as there was, however, a 
difference between the two approaches. The group that obtained the best results was the one that 
was taught face to face, the difference being 8% compared to the other group of students.
In 2004, a study was conducted by C. R. Poirier and R. S. Feldman. Being a psychology course, the study considered the results of two groups of students who combined technology with traditional methods of learning in different grades. 
So, in the case of one of the groups, the teaching was largely face-to-face, but it was necessary for students to participate in three online discussions and publish at least two comments on a site.
The other group, on the other hand, had a course conducted entirely on the computer, in which all conversations took place online.
These disscution between students and the instructor took place two times a week. The conclusions of the two researchers were different from those reached in the case of the first cited study. 
On the one hand, the grades of the students who took part in the whole course on the computer were considerably better than those in the other group.
(Jared Stein; Charles Ray Graham ) (London:Routledge 2020)
On the other hand, the results were related in the case of compositions or essays that the entire team had to write. 
Therefore, the manner of teaching did not affect in any way the students' abilities to express themselves in writing.
However, blended learning is the option that certainly works, no matter what type of learner it is.
 Whether he learns better on his own or needs to be guided by someone, this method of teaching
 will certainly not fail, and some of the costs involved in face-to-face instruction will be saved.
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The origins of blended learning pre-date the  advent of digital technology. Its genealogy lies  distance learning through correspondence  courses. In Canada, for example, the children of  lighthouse 
keepers were among those educated thanks to a 1919 scheme . The goal of bridging distance 
remains a possible motive for using  blended learning. The rise of personal computing in the eighties
and the advent of the worldwide web in the nineties encouraged the development of new models of the learning process at different levels of education.
 In higher education, one such new model was Diane Laurillard’s ‘conversational’ approach, which regards learning as an  iterative dialogue between student and teacher. 
This model remains an influence on current debates about blended learning . Digital technology also began to be introduced into the field of  private sector training, where Friesen finds the  term ‘blended learning’ used as early as 1999.  
The new technology had the potential not only to  bridge space, but also to bridge time (through  recording), and to individualise learning (by  giving the student control over their path through  the material, and over the pace of learning).  
This quartet of time, place, path and pace meant  that different educators could value the new technology for different reasons, and have different  conceptions of what the new ‘blended learning’  might mean.BLENDED LEARNING: DEFINITION, MODELS, IMPLICATIONS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
However, blended learning is the option that certainly works, no matter what type of learner it is addressed to.
Whether he learns better on his own or needs to be guided by someone, this method of teaching will certainly not fail, and some of the costs involved in face-to-face instruction will be saved.
People do professional courses, usually to develop their qualification level and to develop their career opportunities. For example, to get a better job that brings home  more money and higher level of education for a better future.
But, many employees may be tired after coming home from work and do not want to attend regular hours.
So , doing an online class , help you save more money,time,and energy.
One of the best things about online courses is that you can sit at home, in your own comfort zone. Even when having a busy programme, you will still be able to find some free time to do your course.
Students don't get in contact directly with the institution when they are online, so communication can be difficult sometimes. But they have different ways of communicating with the students such as emails, chat rooms and online forums. Using these online alternatives of getting in contact with the students can be very helpful. (Bryan, A. & Volchenkova, Kseniya. (2016). BLENDED LEARNING: DEFINITION, MODELS, IMPLICATIONS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION. 8. 24-30. 10.14529/ped160204.)
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People generally think that connecting with a live coach is the best way to learn because it is interactive and allow two-way communication. For such people, online synchronous courses will be more appropriate. Another way to gain knowledge through an online environment is to search on various search engines, such as : Google, Google Scholar , Duckduckgo.com
I would like to mention here, the huge help we can receive from universities with online library.
Here we can find almost everything we need. Even if this helps reduce the number of books you need to read, there can be too many sources of information you need to read, and choose suitable ones, which can lead to information overwhelm.
Therefore, online teaching, the most flexible training program, opens many windows to the student's learning style, his preferences, of course his weaknesses, the trainer  he can  create a personalized experience for each individual.
So, the blendend learning can be more useful for the people who work and want to continue with education.
Although there are considerable differences between blended learning and traditional education, I believe that a middle ground can be identified, a way of "living" together, without denying the existence of one or the other.
This consideration can be achieved by choosing, selecting those elements, aspects of alternative pedagogies that would fit or bring the new into the traditional.
Any system needs improvement, it cannot survive with the same concepts for too long and this is also the case with traditional education. So why not be inspired by alternatives?


Advantages and disadvantages of blended learning:

	                            Pro
	                    Cons

	Flexibility and increased accessibility
	IT literacy

	Efficient student assessment
	Additional charges

	Enhances computer literacy skills
	Too much exposure on the web

	Individualized support
	Significant overload for teachers
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                                        Traditional Class

Traditional courses are more useful for children and teenagers who don't have a job yet. Going constantly to school/college helps them get in touch with other children their age, have a better behaviour, being able to learn how to follow the rules on a daily basis and it imporves their physical and mental life. Learning in the classroom helps teachers and students to know each other better. This helps the teachers get to know every student and learn about their strenghts and weaknesses that can be very helpful when the students will need guidance in their future career choices.
In a traditional didactics, the act of teaching is unidirectional, ie directed from the teacher to the child and aimed at transmitting ready-made knowledge, which children were to passively assimilate.
In a traditional class, students can share their opinions easily and be more straight forward with their answers with the teachers and they can also obtain their answers quicker.
Students can understand better the Q&A model and they can find the information they are given more suitable than when they are using the online resources which are available on the Internet.
Also, classroom learning is more useful due to a continuous interaction between students and teachers, because it helps students get rid of their fears about exams, which can rarely happen with online guidance.
Children are perhaps the best example by which the concept of "social being" can be defined. The little ones relate to other children in the class in a very natural way, without prejudices or inhibitions, this time being the period in which the first valid social connections at the interpersonal level are consolidated.
From the point of view of teachers, the presence of the little ones in the classroom guarantees a much better control of the group. The “offline” interaction with those in front of the teacher allows the latter to observe much better the reaction of the little ones to the assimilated information, thus managing to adapt their speech in real time, or to intervene promptly, when some students may disturb the time.
In the traditional school, the emphasis is on the content of the training, the teacher being the only one whose decisions regarding the organization and development of the students' activity. He teaches materials and waits for his students to fully reproduce the dictated content. The main form of learning is mechanical memory. In this system, a great trust is given to the book knowledge, to the theoretical elements,  textbooks represent the compass that guides teachers, the education being equivalent to an "arrival", a "destination".
Traditional education – principle
- Discipline is imposed by the presence of the teacher.
  - The teacher teaches the same thing to the whole class.
  - The teacher is in the center of attention, the activity of the class being organized according to his way of seeing its development.
  - New knowledge is generally taught by the educator.
  - The class consists of children of the same age.(FURIÓ, David, et al. Mobile learning vs. traditional classroom lessons: a comparative study. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 2015, 31.3: 189-201.)
- The child follows a strict schedule, imposed by the school.
  - The time in which  child must perform certain tasks is imposed by  teacher.
  - Mistakes are corrected by repeating the subject, through punishments and rewards.
  - Working materials are often reduced to tools strictly necessary for writing, reading and sometimes experiments.
  - The child has his place fixed, he must be quiet during the class and participate in the lesson together with the whole class.
  - Parental involvement is quite low and voluntary.
Also another advantage of traditional schools is professional training of teachers is one of the major advantages of the traditional school. All disciplines acquire, over time, a high degree of difficulty and complexity, which makes it possible for only qualified teachers to teach them. Also, besides the specialization in a certain field and didactic experience, it is added the fact that the teachers are obliged to follow pedagogy and psychology courses, which helps them to relate much better with the little ones.
Traditional school It is that pedagogical model that focuses on the formation of the child's intelligence, his ability to solve problems, his possibilities of attention and effort, as the best way to prepare him for life.
 This type of teaching is based on the idea that the student must integrate into the world as quickly as possible, thus providing abstract, schematic and verbal knowledge. The emergence of the traditional school
Traditional pedagogy as such we know, began in France in the XVII  centuries. At this time the school was consolidated by the Jesuits, under the leadership of San Ignacio de Loyola.
During the Enlightenment phase, other features of the traditional trend were integrated, especially through the contributions of John Amos Comenius (1592-1670). Among them, devoting a different amount of time to each subject depending on its importance, giving a key role to the teacher during the teaching process and conducting weekly assessments.
Although the traditional school is a pedagogical model that has received harsh criticism from other currents of thought, it continues to be one of the most common in educational institutions.
In addition, it must be acknowledged that it has some positive and valuable aspects for educational development, as well as its weaknesses or disadvantages.
With them, two of its key foundations were outlined: separation from the world by teaching classes in a private room and constant monitoring of the student to transfer knowledge.
Finally, communicating with teachers help motivate students to get more advanced grades.
The classic school sometimes awakens in us pleasant memories, the traditional school reminds us that this is what our parents and grandparents learned.

Advantages and disadvantages of traditional school:


	                            Pro
	                    Cons

	Professional training of teachers
	Old teaching methods,

	Face to Face
	Too long distances to travel

	Develop a learning attitude
	Bulying

	Better socialization
	Requires purchase of teaching materials



(Merisotis, Jamie P., and Ronald A. Phipps. "What's the difference?: Outcomes of distance vs. traditional classroom-based learning." Change: The Magazine of Higher Learning 31.3 (1999): 12-17.) 
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