Susie-May James (2404489)
Deborah Jenkins
Sustainable Global Tourism & Events (BMTP5023)

‘Evaluation of the Caribbean as a Sustainable Cruise Destination'

Script/Notes:

(Introduction of us all) Hi, I’m Susie-May & we are here today to evaluate the very popular cruise destination of the Caribbean & the effects that these cruises have on the environment.

Slide 1 – Environmental Stewardship
Point 1 – Cruise ship emissions (air, water, noise) and strategies for reduction
Cruise tourism has seen a significant rise in popularity with numbers in 2024 showing a total of 34.6 million people who took a cruise that year, while this increased even further the following year to 37.7 million people (Cruise Lines International Association, 2025). This rise to popular cruising destinations like the Caribbean can pose detrimental environmental threats & impacts which will be discussed shortly (Chen, 2025). 
To put things into perspective, cruising emits roughly more than 4 times as much Carbon Dioxide production per passenger than flying does (The Guardian, 2024)! It is arguably the most damaging mode of transport, and this is due to its release of harmful emissions into the environment. As you can see from the graph displayed beside me, this infographic offers an insightful visual of different transportation & their ranking in greenhouse gas emissions – in which we can see Cruise ships take the lead in this. 
The question is WHY?
As we know, emissions are released in different forms, whether it be through noise, water, air or light – all of which can have significant impacts on the environment if not controlled. While cruises continuously operate, often even while docked and rely heavily on fuel use, these emissions are exposed directly into both the atmosphere and ocean. More specifically, noise from cruise ships can alter underwater communication, while the artificial lighting at night can alter predator and prey behaviour (The Guardian, 2024).
According to Hunter’s theory, mass cruise tourism in the Caribbean reflects weak sustainability, as economic benefits are prioritised over environmental protection, resulting in high emissions and ecosystem damage (Cooper, 2016). 
“The Caribbean relies heavily upon the natural environment for attracting visitors” (Hunt, 2025). Therefore, ensuring that the environment is well looked after will mean that tourism is not directly threatened. 
This leads us onto some of the solutions and actions that are being taken by various cruise line companies in order to reduce these effects. 
(The Guardian, 2024) states that ‘Emissions could be as much as 24% lower if ships reduced their speed’. While this could be done to help this issue, more actions are required to make lasting improvements. 
‘The cruise industry is exploring alternative fuels in order to reach zero net emissions by 2050’ (Diller, 2025). Liquified natural gas (otherwise known as LNG) offer some of these emission benefits, although these don’t last long term, therefore other alternatives include green methanol, in which many cruise companies have adopted this method.


Slide 2 – Economic Viability
Point 3 – Risks of economic dependence on cruise tourism
With the Caribbean being one of the world top destinations for cruising, this is evident through statistics showing approximately $4.2 billion dollars was generated in revenue in the Caribbean from 2023 to 2024 (which was a 27% increase compared to 5 years earlier) (Stansfield, 2024). This shows that they heavily rely on this source of income and accounts for the majority of the islands GDP (Gross Domestic Profits). 
However, this strong dependence creates several risks. Caribbean economies become vulnerable to external factors such as global recessions, pandemics, chnages in cruise routes or customer demands. These can lead to sudden job losses and reduced income for the destination. In addition to this, a large portion of cruise tourism profits often return to foreign owned cruise companies, meaning local communities hardly see these financial benefits. 
Given that many tourism environments are fragile, the environmental damage caused by cruise tourism raises questions over whether its economic benefits can be justified (Inkson and Minnaert, 2018, p.251).This highlights the challenge Caribbean destinations face in balancing short economic gains with long term environmental sustainability. 



Slide 3 – Social Inclusivity
INTRO to Social Inclusivity - 
Point 3 – Inclusion of diverse tourist groups on board and on shore

Social inclusivity means that local people are included in and benefit fairly from tourism, rather than being excluded while others (like big companies) profit. In the Caribbean, this is an important issue because cruise tourism often brings large numbers of visitors, but the benefits are not always shared equally. 
Onboard cruise ships, facilities are generally designed to include a wide range of tourist groups such as families, older passengers and people with disabilities through accessible cabins, lifts and varied activities. However, inclusion on shore is often more limited. Many Caribbean destinations & islands lack accessible infrastructure, excursions tend to be expensive or unsuitable for some groups, which creates a diverse experience for tourists. 
Social inclusivity also affects local communities. Many jobs linked to the cruise industry are low paid or seasonal, while the decision making are often led by the bigger companies. This means that local residents may experience overcrowding and environmental impacts without receiving fair economic or social benefits. 



Slide 4 – Cultural Sensitivity 
Point 2 – Preventing commodification or “Disneyfication” of culture
Cruise tourism is known for feeding into the Disneyfication of culture, whereby traditions can be simplified or staged to entertain tourists. While this provides an excellent show & service for customers, it comes at the cost of cultural authenticity. Its almost as if local culture is turned into a ‘product’ to benefit tourists. Preventing this is important to ensure that cruise tourism supports cultural preservation rather than exploitation. Therefore, more community led cultural experiences can help to mitigate these, as well as the use of local businesses to ensure that cruse tourism remains culturally sustainable. 
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