Essay one:
How have the different values and cultural norms within diverse communities impacted upon policing? You should evaluate how multi-culturalism has affected professional policies and standards (e.g. PACE, Code of Ethics) as well as policing practice (e.g. neighbourhood policing).
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.

In this essay I will be discussing how Multi-culturalism and diverse communities have impacted policing both on a Legislative level and on practicable level, multi-culturalism is defined as “the presence of, or support for the presence of, several distinct cultural or ethnic groups within a society” (Bing Define, n.d.). Multi-culturalism has been an issue within policing for several decades largely since its inception, beginning in the 1950’s with a large influx of migrants into Britain bringing with them there different cultures and beliefs (BBC Bitesize, n.d.). 
	The introduction of these migrants into the UK led to a steady increase in racial tensions between the native-born Brits and the commonwealth migrants which led to the formation of nationalist parties on one side of the aisle and protests on the other (BBC Bitesize, n.d.). This increase in racial tensions led to several key incidents in British Policing history most notably the Brixton Riots and the conviction of a group of suspected IRA terrorists. These incidents led to changing the way Policing was conducting by bringing in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 (In-house law team, 2019). 
Prior to the introduction of PACE police used a power nicknamed SUS which came from Section 4 of the Vagrancy Act 1824 which gave officers the power to arrest an individual if suspected of loitering with intent to commit an arrestable offence (MAGGS, 2019). Being arrested under this act and section was a difficult endeavour as largely the officer facilitating the arrest held the balance of proof. As such it was often the word of the accused versus the officer with the court tending to side with officers especially if the word of two officers was forthcoming (MAGGS, 2019). Following issues within the black communities who believed that SUS was used to unfairly target individuals, they began to protest it and setup The Black People’s Organisations Campaign Against SUS. This was a broad coalition of black groups and solicitor’s setup in 1978 (MAGGS, 2019) whose campaign managed to force their concerns onto the government’s agenda and in 1981 SUS was repealed.
It’s a difficult standpoint to take and defend SUS due to the large reach it gave officers to arrest and charge individuals with a crime. The campaigning from the black community was invaluable to the repeal of SUS and the introduction of PACE which made large changes to how Policing was conducted. PACE set out standardised codes of practice and wrote into law procedures how police are to Stop and Search, Arrest, Detain, Investigate, Identify and Interview (Home Office, 2013). Whilst I do believe ultimately that the repeal of SUS has largely been a net positive to policing and a better way of considering an individual’s human rights, it is worth noting that since the introduction of PACE the crime rate in England and Wales has steadily increased (ONS, 2016). Even the most recent statistics from the ONS show an increase, with the coronavirus pandemic causing a mild drop followed by a sharp increase (ONS, 2022). Needless to say this is a complex issue and more is at play here than simply the removal of one law and the introduction of another.
Despite many of the leaps forward that were made during the 1980s for policing in many more diverse and inclusive ways issues still arose within police forces. Even during the 1990s recruitment and retention of black police officers remained an issue, with officers either having to tolerate racism directed towards them or resign (Bhugowandeen, 2013). The Metropolitan police in 1994, with the assistance of staff and black officers, established the first Black Police Association as a support network for ethnic minority officers and staff working within the service. Similarly in 1998 the National Black Police Association was created to foster diversity within the force (Bhugowandeen, 2013). In 1999 as a direct consequence of the Stephen Lawrence inquiry Thames Valley Police established their own Black Police Association and most police forces have followed suit and established their own Black Police Association (Bhugowandeen, 2013). This seems to have had a positive effect on the number of ethnic minority officers in the force, as there has been a steady increase in the percentage since 2004 with the most recent number being placed at 8.1% (Home Office, 2013) (Home Officer, 2022). 
From observing these figures it would appear that these changes have had a positive impact on policing. As mentioned previously the result of SUS being removed has removed a power from policing that could easily be argued is an abuse of a persons human rights whether they are of an ethnic minority background or not, and the steady influx of minority ethnic individuals into forces and there subsequent retention would tend to suggest that racism within police forces is steadily decreasing as well.
However, one major criticism I would make regarding the introduction of multiculturism into policing, at least in recent years, is the view point that police officers are currently in fear of being called racist should they utilize their powers, especially in more diverse areas with the use of Stop and Search (Telegraph Reporters, 2017). In 2017 knife crime rose by 20% following a 60% decrease in the use of stop and search. However, the reduction of use of stop and search is not entirely born out of fear of officers as Theresa May as Home secretary also curbed the use of the power as she feared it would undermine relationship between police and ethnic minority communities (Telegraph Reporters, 2017). Ultimately many positive changes may have been made by the efforts of multicultural communities in to police, however it seems that in recent years the problems have resurfaced surrounding stop and search. Though on the surface it may seem that police are unfairly targeting ethnic minorities as they may have done in the events that led to the Brixton riots. It would appear however, that as most complaints lodged against officers for the use of the power is finalised in favour of the officer (Telegraph Reporters, 2017). I can only assume that the use of the power was justified and that officers should feel confident in that knowledge. I believe that Multiculturism has made positive changes to policing however, as stated we must also recognise that it has negative impacts on officers confidence in use of powers.
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Essay two:
What makes vulnerable young people and adults more at risk of exploitation by criminal gangs? Examine both the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims of exploitation.
Your answer should be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
Word limit: 1000 words.

	This report documents a reflection on my research relating to factors that make vulnerable young people and adults more at risk of exploitation by criminal gangs. I will also be discussing my conclusions on this research whilst highlighting the findings from my own experience. Vulnerability as defined by South Wales Police is “A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves from harm or exploitation” (Vaughn, n.d.). Children are always classed as vulnerable due to their lack of development and life experiences. As such children, and young adults, are often the targets of County Lines Gangs due to the relative ease of recruitment and adults with vulnerabilities are targeted for similar reasons (National Crime Agency, n.d.).
	County Lines is a form of organised crime within the UK that has been slowly developing for to worse over recent years and is defined by the home office as “gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other forms of “deal line”. They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move [and store] drugs and money using coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons.” (National Crime Agency, n.d.). As previously stated offenders involved in County lines will often target the more vulnerable individuals within society due to the relative ease of recruitment. Often they will target children who come from chaotic lifestyles as many occasions these children will have issues that they struggle to deal with. 
	Criminal gangs will often engage in what is known as grooming in order to recruit children, grooming is defined as “Grooming is when someone builds a relationship, trust and emotional connection with a child or young person so they can manipulate, exploit and abuse them.” (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children , n.d.). Grooming is a serious issue for children, and many young adults alike, and is the main form of recruitment. With the expansion of the Internet it is becoming increasingly difficult to monitor the activities of children online and easier for groomers to exploit them (National Society for the Provention of Cruelty to Children , n.d.).
	Low economic status is often an issue that those involved in county lines come from, though not always, it is however, a key vulnerability that gangs will target in children as they then promise them the opportunity to make a large quantity of money in a short space of time thus providing an enticing incentive (National Society for the Provention of Cruelty to Children , n.d.). Children who also come from dysfunctional families where they often lack serious parental figures who are either abusive towards them or simply negligent. This often creates an environment where the child does not feel as though they fit in with their own family and should this feeling be mirrored in school where they lack peers it can lead the child to feeling extremely isolated. Criminal gangs can use this feeling of isolation extremely well by offering the child a place they can fit in and be a member of their criminal family, whereby they obtain an extreme imbalance of power over the child and as such will begin to request the child performs certain actions. This often will start off small and gradually, they will request more and more, this can often lead to the child inevitably becoming seriously involved within the gang (Children's Commissioner, 2019).
	Criminal Gangs will also target young people who are deemed vulnerable most notably in a form called cuckooing which is defined as, “Cuckooing is a practice where people take over a person’s home and use the property to facilitate exploitation”. It takes the name from cuckoos who take over the nests of other birds.” (Leicester Safeguarding Adults Board, 2020). Criminal Gangs will often target adults who have similar issues to children as previously mentioned but individuals who have ill mental health or learning difficulties and they will exploit this in order to occupy their homes.
	Tackling this issue is an incredibly difficult and one that in my opinion cannot be tackled by a single agency due to the sheer vastness of the problem itself. Often times the signs that someone is getting involved in County Lines is discreet and can go easily missed on the first instance. Police also have very limited tools in dealing with the exploitation of children in this manner, as the only power of note in this instance is the means to remove children from their guardians or an environment where they are experience neglect. However, this only applies if they are suffering abuse from their place of residence, otherwise are limited largely to dealing with the individuals who have coerced them. Social services would have to be made aware as well as the Youth Offending teams who would have more tools and better training in order to educate and potentially persuade the children onto a better path. I am of my opinion that whilst police involvement in this matter is a must due to serious risk posed by these gangs towards all those involved. Personally I am conflicted in how police should assist in this manner as it could be easily argued that the children and vulnerable involved often do no have the mental facilities required to make informed decisions of their actions and often these individuals have numerous vulnerabilities linked to them and are manipulated in to performing criminal actions by those who gain a position of power over them. However by equal measure the children who are involved are often above the age of criminal responsibility and as such have defined by law as being responsible for their actions. I believe that the only realistic option in this instance is largely to make a decision based on the individual person involved as vulnerability is not a binary and even though children are always classed as vulnerable it does not mean they have not made an informed decision. I believe that in some incidents the child should be referred to other agencies in order to steer them onto a better path and some should held responsible for their actions in order to set an example.
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Essay three: 
How effective is MAPPA as a means of managing offenders?
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.

In this essay I will be discussing how effective Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements are as a means of managing offenders. MAPPA as its name implies is a multi-agency arrangement that “the police, the Prison Service and Probation service work together to protect the public by managing the risks posed by violent and sexual offenders living in the community.” (Nacro, n.d.).
	Individuals who are subject to MAPPA will be managed by the three agencies collectively however, for each individual case one agency will be designated as a lead agency in managing the offender. Though to satisfy the process all agencies will still be involved and should be sharing information and conducting regular meetings in order to discuss and put plans in place to effectively manage said offender (HMI Probation and HMI Constabulary, 2011). Offenders under observation by MAPPA are split into one of three categories. Category one relates to any individual who is registered as a sexual offender under the sexual offence act 2003. Offenders that come under Category 2 are any individual who is convicted of an offence under the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and any offender who has been sentenced to 12 months or more in custody. Category 3 offenders are any offender who has been convicted or cautioned for an offence which indicates that they are capable of causing serious harm and require management by MAPPA. Offenders are further categorised under level of management required. Levels 1 are offenders who can largely be managed by the lead agency independently but other agencies can still be involved and information shared. Level 2 is necessary when the offender is assessed as posing a high or very high risk of serious harm and involvement from all agencies is required in order to manage the offender and prevent harm. Under Level 3 there is a requirement where management by senior resources is necessary and media scrutiny maybe expected. Regular meetings are required to be held by the relevant agencies for offenders under level 2 or 3 and the frequency for these meetings are set out in the MAPPA guidance document (College of Policing, n.d.).
MAPPA was established following the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and in the years following up until 2011 it appears as though MAPPA has had a positive influence on those being managed and it has resulted in a reduction in the overall incidence of re-offending in a wide range of criminal activities. MAPPA as investigated during a joint examination has shown that the agencies involved have taken all reasonable actions in 70% of cases and police taking all reasonable action in 91% of cases. In the cases sampled only 16 of 54 offenders had been convicted or cautioned for further offences since they have come under MAPPA, and half of all MAPPA cases have lowered the level of management required by the agencies. The joint investigation concludes that a large amount of action has been taken and has had an overall positive effect however states further improvements should be made as 16 out of 54 is still relatively high rate of re-offending (HMI Probation and HMI Constabulary, 2011). A further joint inspection was carried out in 2015 and had similar findings however a few important differences have emerged. Firstly for those individuals facing victimisation from offenders under MAPPA 87% faced no further victimisation. Secondly the management level of those under MAPPA in only 28% of the cases did level drop however there was an increase in level for 5% of the cases. Thirdly and most importantly of the 48 cases sampled in this report only four were convicted for a serious violent or sexual offence and four convicted for a minor offence this was a small drop from the previous report (HM Inspectorate of Probation and HM Inspectorate of Constabulary, 2015).
From these report it would very much appear as if MAPPA has on the whole had a positive effect on the rate at which offenders managed went on to reoffend again. Overall it appears that MAPPA is a serious positive with a success rate of approximately 70%, however the sample size of cases does seem very small especially considering the number of offenders registered under MAPPA as of 2015 is 65,083, a sample size of 54 and 48 is less than 1% of offenders. With a sample size this small it is difficult to draw any accurate conclusions on the effectiveness of MAPPA and a much greater sample size should be taken. Another study has been undertaken by the ministry of justice in 2015 (Stephanie Bryant, 2015), this study used data from PNC to analyse re-offending rates in new MAPPA eligible offenders and largely supports the previous statistics in that re-offending rates for offenders under MAPPA is between 25% and 30% depending on year. The years in the study is only between 2000 and 2010 and it is unknown whether this has continued in recent years, another failing of the study is that it does not cover Category 3 offenders and whilst the number of category 3 offender is much lower than other categories they do pose the highest risk and they may have a greater incidence of re-offending. 
It is my belief that MAPPA has shown a marked improvement in preventing further crimes from the offenders under its supervision and as such provides enhanced protection for its victims. However, it would appear that there is clearly still scope for improvements to the system, with most criticisms made in the studies mentioned being that the agencies involved could do better when it comes to information sharing and conducting regular meetings with one another to manage the offender. With this criticism in mind it may very well be possible to improve the system and reduce the rate of re-offending to an even more acceptable degree thus protecting the public at a much greater level.
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Essay four: 
Why is it necessary for independent bodies (i.e. IOPC) to hold police officers accountable?
You must use academic research to support your answer.
Word limit: 1000 words.


There is clearly a requirement for independent bodies such as The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) whose sole aim is to investigate serious allegations against the police (Independent Office for Police Conduct, n.d.). In this report I aim to present my finding from studies undertaken and give my conclusions relating to the research. 
	By law police are not able to deal with all complaints made against them, however most complaints of a low level can de dealt with by the forces Professional Standards Department however incidents of the most serious nature must be sent to the IOPC. The IOPC investigates any matter involving serious corruption or assault, any criminal offence and any incident when a person who was seriously injured or died has had recent contact with police where the contact may have contributed to the incident (Independent Office for Police Conduct, n.d.).
	The IOPC was setup in 2018 though this was only a reform of the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC), but was renamed following the Police and Crime Act 2017, as the IPCC needed structural reform due to its expanded size. The IPCC, formed in 2003 following the Police Reform Act 2002 (Wikipedia), is for the most part largely the same as IOPC and took on many of the same roles and responsibilities; The IOPC exists to help improve public confidence within the police complaints system. Impartiality is part of the police code of ethics and it is easy to see how police investigating complaints against their own officers could be seen as biased. The IOPC assists in making the investigation impartial, as they are not part of the force they are investigating and they have been setup specifically to prevent this bias. Despite this the public does not appear to be happy with this arrangement as protests are still occurring in regards to the status of the way complaints are managed. The public has setup an annual procession called United Friends and Families Campaign, their aim is to demand accountability for the deaths of loved ones who have died in custody of the state. Of the 23,000 complaints made to the IOPC between 2020-2021 only 18 have resulted in further action (Lock, 2022). This may have been the correct action to take by the IOPC however looking at that statistic it is easy to see why people would be upset, that the volume of complaint with that level of outcome does appear to be suspicious. However, I can only find one incident in which the IOPC have potentially failed a victim, that being the case of the death of a DUGGAN. Whereby evidence came to light that he did not have a gun on him, with the IOPC stating the evidence had no impact, despite this evidence potentially proving the account given by police was implausible (Lock, 2022). A further issue raised by the public is the high percentage of ex-police officers within the ranks of the IOPC conducting investigations, that number as of 2019 being 40% (Lock, 2022). Again this casts a shadow over the impartiality of the body, as ex-officers are more likely to be biased in favour of officers.
	According to the IOPC itself within it’s first two years of investigation it has investigated over 1,500 police officers and staff and 867 of which faced unsatisfactory performance proceedings and 51 people faced criminal charges from CPS (Independent Office for Police Complaints, 2021). These statistics cover the period from 2018 to the beginning of 2020, as previously stated a huge volume of complaints have been made to the IOPC in recent years with little outcome bar no action, this report is not a first party and may not include the outcome of cases still under investigation. Although the numbers may be misleading and patience maybe required for official statistics to be released a delay of a year may be needed looking at the dates of the statistics released by the IOPC itself. 
	In my opinion independent oversight of policing needs to exist however our current mode of operation does not appear to be as effective as it should be. From the point of view of the public the body reviewing police officer does not appear to be independent as it contains a large quantity of ex-police officers who maybe be experts on how police should conduct themselves however may not be impartial and may side with officers out of a sense of loyalty despite the officer being investigated being in the wrong. It is easy to see why the public do not see the body as independent and therefore does not perform its duty correctly. I would also like to make the argument that the public may also not understand how police should conduct themselves and maybe making complaints about police purely because of a dislike. If the number of 23,000 complaints is true with only 18 of which leading to further action I believe the only real possibilities of this being true is that either there is wide spread corruption amongst the IOPC or that the majority of complaints investigated are not true complaints. As previously stated it is of vital importance that any and all major complaints made against police must be made by an independent body I believe large reforms must be made. Whilst ex-police officers maybe experts in police conduct they are much more likely to be biased and as such the IOPC needs to make efforts to reduce the percentage down from 40% and must either look elsewhere for it’s recruitment or must improve it’s training so that any individual can become an expert in investigating police conduct. It was also reported in (Lock, 2022) that the IOPC is somewhat hesitant in using it’s power of taking control of an investigation into an officer and it’s power to re-open complaints made against officers. Clearly it must make some effort in improving it’s use of this power as it has a duty to the public to ensure that officers are using their powers in an appropriate manner and when they are not the IOPC must show that those officers are being held to account.
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