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HPHI 4001

Doing History: The Past in Practice
Semester Two:  2017-18 (Lampeter)
Main Lecture: Monday 4-6pm Khalifa 01

Convenor of History/Medieval Studies Component: Dr Lester Mason l.mason@uwtsd.ac.uk
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AIM(S):
· To ensure students gain a clear appreciation of and insight into the role and experience of practitioners of history or history-related disciplines, particularly as pertaining to the interpretation of historic research data and archival-based material. 
· To encourage students in acquiring an initial experience and knowledge about the significance of source material and how such material can be analysed and interpreted as part of the process of writing and formulating historic accounts.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:
· A firm knowledge and understanding of the practices and methodologies used in history and history-based disciplines.  An ability to identify and interpret a broad range of source material and other research data and how such material can be analysed and utilised in the formulation of historic writing and accounts.

· An awareness of the issues surrounding the assemblage, storage, and preservation of source material and data.

· An awareness and understanding of the wider heritage and heritage-management based issues associated with the study of history and history related disciplines.
· An appreciation and first-hand knowledge of the issues surrounding the assemblage, storage, and preservation of source material and data
· A critical appreciation of how history is practiced, packaged and presented by various institutions.

INDICATIVE CONTENT:
This module introduces students to the variety of methodologies that are at the core of the discipline of history. Students will gain experience of the work of practitioners in the field, and this will include visits to relevant sites and institutions related to the discipline of history. The research potential around a variety of source material will be examined and students will be made aware of the circumstances and issues involved with the assemblage, storage, conservation, and interpretation of such material and data. The research material will be introduced to students through a series of formal teaching sessions, enabling students to discuss and become familiar with a variety of themes and concepts. This will lead towards the completion of assessed work based on interpreting source material and relating to the student’s experience in the field. This will also act as a preparatory exercise to more advanced study and research work at level 5 and level 6. As well as seminar work, students will have the opportunity of experiencing history-related source and data work in the field, through visits to the Roderic Bowen Library, and external institutions, such as the National Library of Wales or Ceredigion Museum. All of this services the intention of encouraging students to think about how history is ‘done’ by different institutions as about how they themselves might ‘do’ history over the course of their degree.


The module is designed to complement other history-related modules at Level 4 – particularly the proposed Writing History module.
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY:
This is a skilled-based module and is designed to supersede the previous Level 4 skills provision by orientating towards the student of history and history-related discipline. The content will be orientated to students taking degrees in History, Modern Historical Studies, or Medieval Studies. The lectures and seminars will be designed to introduce students to the principles, concepts, methodologies, and practices of the practitioners of history or history-based disciplines. This will include fieldwork-based sessions and external visits, which will allow students to work with and interpret a variety of source material, and to gain an understanding of the working of institutions involved in the assemblage, storage, and conservation of historical source material and data. An additional goal of these fieldtrips is to encourage students to think critically about the different ways the past is presented in various institutions; that is to say, to think about how a library, museum or archive ‘does history’ and how this might inform their own practice. The field journal element of the coursework reinforces these goals.


Guided independent study, with tutor support, will encourage students to further their independent learning skills through the completion of assessment tasks based upon the recording of the knowledge gained at seminars and lectures, as well as in the field during site visits. 

ASSESSMENT:
Description of each assessment component and its weighting, together with an example for new forms of assessment:

Assessment Component 1 - 50%: to be submitted by 23.59hrs Friday 23rd March 2018. 
Essay-based exercise (2000 words) based upon a Primary Source(s) evaluation:

Students will be asked to evaluate a primary source or set of sources they have discovered or discussed during the course seminars or lectures, or during the visits to the Roderic Bowen Library. Students will analyses a document, or set of documents, such as private letters, newspapers, pictorial sources, college ledgers, medieval manuscripts. The analyses will include a specific and detailed discussion of its provenance and context, and how it has the potential to form part of an extended project or dissertation. The evaluation and interpretation of the chosen source(s) will need to give due attention to the ideas and skills introduced to them during the module lectures and seminars. 

Assessment Component 2 – 50% : to be submitted by 23.59hrs  Friday 18th May 2018.

Field Report or Journal (2000 words)

Students will be required to produce a journal based upon their experience while attending lectures and seminars, as well as experiences in the field. It will chronicle the ideas and skills outlined to them during the teaching sessions, and what they have learned from these sessions, or their experiences with source material during the visits to the Roderic Bowen Library, the Graveyard Survey, or during visits to external institutions such as the National Library of Wales. Students will also need to discuss how the module and each aspect of the teaching programme have enhanced their knowledge of ‘Doing History’ and the practice of practitioners in the field of history and history-related disciplines. As such, the task additionally challenges students to think critically about the different ways the past is presented in various institutions.

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0%

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%


The Graveyard Survey
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What can a graveyard tell us about history? Do graves tell us more about how people lived, than how they died? Which graves have remained preserved and protected and why? Whose lives do they represent? Should graveyards remain sacred and untouched forever, or would that give the dead priority of the living? Looking at graveyards can provide a rich source of information about the changing nature of rituals, language, religions, attitudes, social class and commemoration. These are just some aspects that students are asked to consider as they are taken out on a graveyard survey. Here the emphasis is on how history is remembered and portrayed as well as how it is preserved. See below for some links to St Peter’s Graveyard in Lampeter.
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx?cpage=1&sort=name&order=asc (From Commonwealth War  Graves Commission)

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/CGN/Lampeter/ Some useful genealogical information for Lampeter and St Peter’s.

The National Library
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It is crucial that students are able to access and utilize archives. For this reason, students will be taken to the National Library at Aberystwyth, which is copyright library holding a vast variety of books, art, sound recordings and other artifacts. Students will be given a tour of the facilities and shown the possibilities which they will have access to in their future studies. The Library is an important asset to your future studies and you should make full use of it. Students are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to take out preliminary membership (on-line) before they visit. Membership can then be completed when you reach the library where you must bring two forms of ID, one of which must show your Welsh address.

You should start the process on-line at:

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=63
BEHIND THE SCENES AT A MUSEUM:
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The trip will also take you to the Museum at Aberystwyth, where you will have a chance to view the items on display and will be given the chance to meet the Museum’s very helpful curator, Ms Carrie Canham. You are expected to ask questions of the curator - and surely you are curious? What items make it on the displays, which do not? Which items remain in storage and why? What happens to material that people bring in? What rights to Museums have to sell items? How often are displays changed? Who decides on the exhibits? What opportunities might there be for work experience?

CEREDIGION ARCHIVES
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The day will also give you the opportunity to visit the archives at Ceredigion where you will meet one of the leading archivists, Miss Helen Palmer. Here you will get to see the kind of records that are keep in archive offices. The diversity of the material may surprise you. From coins, to scrapbooks, to letters written at the Battle of Waterloo, to car registration books, to knitting pattern designs – the archives are a treasure trove – once you know what is there. You will have the change to handle select materials from the archives and ask the archivists questions regarding what is kept and why. 
Roderic Bowen Archives:
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With such an important component of the course being centered upon archives, we will give you the opportunity to handle (and this is meant literally) a wide variety of primary sources. You will be encouraged to consider how these sources may be used in research and what the sources can teach us about history. Here in Lampeter we have an unique collection of materials at our disposal, and we will give you a chance to look at selections from the collection, and you will also be able to see the possibilities of materials that may even feature in your future research.
Timetable of Lectures 
Week One: Introduction to the Module 

Week Two: Introducing archives and where to find them 

Week Three: Researching an institution:  from medieval to modern 

Week Four: A guide to modern historical sources

Week Five: READING WEEK

Week Six:  Archive Work in the Roderic Bowen Archives 
Week Seven: Sources for study in the Roderic Bowen Archives 
Week Eight: Finalising your Field Journal and Genealogy and the historian 
Week Nine: A Medieval City – Swansea, the City Witness Project and the Man who was hanged twice.)
Week Ten: Graveyard Survey then to St Peter’s Church/Graveyard
Week Eleven:  PROVISONAL DATE FOR TRIP TO ABERYSTWYTH
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WEBSITES

http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/ City Witness Project Medieval Swansea
www.unesco.org/webworld/portal​_archives (contact details for local record office)

www.archiveshub.ac.uk (A national gateway for access to archive and manuscript collections in the higher education sector).
www.archivesinfo.net (A gateway site to archive finding aids).

www.hmc.gov.uk (Historical Manuscripts Commission)

www.pro.gov.uk (Public Record Office)

www.hospitalrecords.pro.gov.uk (A substantial list of where to find hospital records – see also www.wellcome.ac.uk) 

www.monasticwales.org (a website giving, among other things, bibliographical and archival sources for the monastic houses of medieval Wales 
   
1

