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This activity familiarises students with EEBO by asking them to look at examples of one of the most celebrated texts from the medieval period: Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. For the purposes of this task, you don't need to read the text themselves all that closely; rather the objectives are to a) familiarise yourself with the website and the information on its database; b) make informed observations and deductions by looking at the book as an object (albeit in digital form).
Task: 
· Login to EEBO, using your UWTSD library account.
· Choose a suitable set of search terms to try and find editions of Canterbury Tales
· Refine your search so that you find texts by Chaucer and eliminate ones that only make extraneous reference to Canterbury Tales.
· Find the earliest printed edition of Canterbury Tales on EEBO, and make notes on the questions below.
· Find an illustrated edition of Canterbury Tales, and make notes on the questions below.
· Submit a short summary of your findings (bullet points are fine) via Turnitin link. 
Questions to address:
· What was the date of the earliest printed edition of Canterbury Tales on the EEBO database?
· By whom and where was the edition published and why might this be significant? Were later editions published by the same printer and is there anything significant about them?
· What comments can you make about illustrated editions of Canterbury Tales? What images are contained in it? 
· What (if anything) can you find out about the history and provenance of the editions you looked at? To which collection or library do the physical editions of the editions belong? Is any information provided about the digitisation process?

· What insights might these digital editions offer about the history of the book?

__________________________________________________________________
Results:
When I searched ‘Geoffrey Chaucer’ on the EEBO website, my first search resulted in over 26,018 sources. I then refined my search to find only Canterbury Tales editions. My search yielded 109 results. After this, I refined my search to limit results to just those written by Chaucer – I got 13 texts that matched my search. 
This site took several practice searches before I felt comfortable using it, and most of the texts that first returned were written by scholars about Canterbury Tales. 

Illustrated: 
Chaucer, G., The Canterbury Tales and Other Poems, (Dinslaken, 2016). 
This text is highly illustrated with large drawings on some pages and detailed line work surrounding the text on others. I was unable to find any additional information on subsequent editions of this text. 

Oldest: 
Chaucer, G. The Canterbury Tales, 1483
London
     GW 6586
     STC (2nd Edition) 5083
Many of the older or original manuscripts and facsimiles are held in London in various libraries. This is most likely due to conservation efforts for surviving extant texts. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]History of the book: Based on the number of translations and editions of the text, it is evident that this is highly circulated and has been for some time. In addition, it appears that this text has been a mainstay in high education textbooks since the 15th and 16th centuries. 
