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Online legal research in England and Wales has grown significantly, providing public legal information and resolving legal challenges. 66.7% of students prefer printed books for ease of studying, Denver, C., p.205, (2016),  and 67.9% for note-taking, Amirtharaj, A.D., et al, (2023). This assignment explores the advantages and disadvantages of legal research including a variation of sources and supporting points or statements by explaining, linking information to the question, and summarising points.
The primary advantage of electronic legal research is its immediate accessibility. In the '60s as a result of Professor John Dorty's success, members of the Ohio Bar Association and Queen's University were able to work on the electronic legal research databases known as Lexis and Westlaw, Kauffman, S.B., p.73, (1987). These databases effectively attribute university-level education work to successful legal career individuals, providing full text of primary and secondary research materials.
On the other hand, a disadvantage of electronic research is the overload of information which can be overwhelming if not able to narrowed down specifically toward research. Lisedunetwork, (2023) states that the overwhelming amount of information available at service can make it difficult to distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources, potentially leading to inaccurate information. This establishes that it can be difficult to filter or process research when faced with an overload of results.
An advantage of non-electronic legal research is law encyclopaedia’s. These provide an easy-to-read index, and with the benefit of indexes show how accessible it is to find terms, however, if not found, thinking of a similar term can provide results, therefore the source can take you to information on cases, key cites, statutes, and regulations, FAMU (2023), all of which provide quick results.
Alternatively, a disadvantage of this research would be that hard copies are only accessible in certain instances. A comparative study between electronic and non-electronic searching tools showed that it took the users longer to find the information within than the electronic book, Blinn, B. and Biers, D.W., P.449, (1999). Access to physical copies, such as books, is limited and there are struggles in comparison to electronic access, as not all books are accessible online.

A positive of conducting electronic research is accuracy, updates can be made when the law changes which means practice directions and procedure rules can be kept up to date. Newman, D.R. and Doherty, U., P.428, (2008), provide that free services and commercial online legal databases aim to provide accurate legal texts for users. However, live source edits can mislead readers, leading to reliance on expert explanations. Users become more responsible for information decisions and information sources, Hilles, S., P.247, (2014).
Another online research advantage could be the editorial process and peer review that ensures greater accuracy in published sections. For instance, a study taken place in Singapore proved to show that adolescents prefer to read the hard copy of books as it feels more error-free and trustworthy, Loh, C.E. and Sun, B., P.501, (2019). Therefore, authors are more accredited showing authenticity. 
On the contrary, a disadvantage of this research is the possibility of outdatedness and how publishers handle this space for corrections, although Darnton, R., P.502, (2007), states that new editions of books are published to repair errors or to provide valuable new content.

An admirable use of electronic research is the ease of use. The ability to change terms to preferred suitability, and highlight key terms faster, in addition to this, search engines such as Google Scholar and Jstor provide multiple categories to narrow down relevant legal information, near the search bar. National Library Of Medicine, (2002) provides that the vast amount of data on global networks enables easy and quick access to information, enabling faster public dissemination of research findings. 

Alternatively, a disadvantage is the requirement to provide precise search terms to avoid misdirection. Gibbs, S. (2016) states that the specific or explicit phrase search is particularly effective for removing less relevant but more common results, this can be proven difficult to do if not educated on for some individuals. Therefore struggling to navigate legal materials online can prove to be stressful if not educated on, resulting in a smaller range of resources available compared to others.
Nonelectronic research has other advantages, such as once found, the search item is definitive. A study between electronic and non-electronic school material found that students preferred non-electric as keywords or items were found easily and provided chapters with relevant extensive information on topics, Bowman, B. and Adams, L.L., P.1 (2014). These materials are more informative and accessible as they provide all necessary information in one place, unlike online research which may require multiple source sites.
 However, a disadvantage is that it requires extensive reading to locate particular information required, therefore, a lack of search function and results are accessed at a much slower pace than electronic.  Bowman, B. and Adams, L.L., P.1 (2014), state that alternative to this point, the study showed that electronic results were quicker whereas the non-electronic took longer to find, resulting in slower findings and difficulty completing work. 

An electronic advantage is the depth or unlimited detail available for resources, the ability to go directly to statutes, and links to full case reports, legal research is crucial for modern times, and organizations that prioritize it can gain an advantage by utilizing the in-depth available resources, Nair, S. and Dutta, D. (2023). 
Conversely, a disadvantage to this is an overload of information which can lead to irrelevant information. The tools we use for producing, controlling, and distributing information generate data much quicker than we can process it, Edmunds, A. and Morris, A., P.22, (2000).

Non-electronic research offers specialized information, providing the latest, relevant findings, unlike online research which may not always be credible, Bristol University Press (2023). This is mostly in the decision of the reader to decide or apprehend, however, authors are professionally accredited for their work and authenticity.
In other ways, a disadvantage of this is that it can be overly complex for simple queries, it is not as straightforward, and can require extensive time and focus to find specific parts of information, Bristol University Press (2023). As a result, too much detail requires additional time, minimising quick results which can be time delaying or consuming for legal results.

Another electronic advantage is the one-source notes, where copy and pasting help draft submissions, there is no need to write everything from scratch. According to Bouchrika, I. (2023), Students increasingly prefer typing over writing, indicating the increasing popularity of digital note-taking, highlighting the advancement of technology in accessibility and modern times.
Nevertheless, an opposing point of view is that note taking on laptops could simply be copy and pasting. According to studies, even though students can type more on their laptops, they merely transcribe the lecture verbatim”. Bouchrika, I. (2023). Studying for a legal pathway may require strategy such as following additional information or knowledge provided by the lecturer rather than copying just the notes verbatim. 

Nonetheless, a non-electronic advantage is that physical resources are reliable and easier to annotate for tabbing. The gathering of data directly and analyzing it with personal goals in mind, primary research is the most dependable and accurate, thus enhancing creativity and original ideas in the legal career field or studies. Longe, B. (2020).
Alternatively, the disadvantage of this is that it may not be accessible, primary data collection may not be viable in some circumstances due to its complexity and time commitment, Longe, B. (2020). Primary research methods like surveys, action research, and observations can be time-consuming and challenging to obtain, as they require precise and minimal errors. 

Electronic research positive is if the cost is worthwhile concerning the amount of research accessible in yearly or monthly subscription deals. Law subscription sites offer a wider range of journals at a significantly lower cost than purchasing them individually, Lemley, T. and Li, J., P.5, (2015). Unlimited resources can be useful, knowledgeable, and improve legal research as they are authentically proven.
However, the sustainability of law journal packages is a significant issue that could pose unsustainable disadvantages. These can frequently absorb an increasing proportion of a library's annual materials budget, Lemley, T. and Li, J., P.5, (2015). Some libraries offer online research facilities, similar to books, but the cost may not guarantee definitive usability, making it unaffordable for users.

A non-electronic research advantage is you can see what you borrow or pay is worthwhile and look over if it contains all of the information you need, and debilitate this. For instance, libraries select a portion of books that are most likely to be useful to a certain demographic of users from all that is published and available, Lancaster, F.W., (1977). Legal research decision-making is enhanced by comparing quality over quantity when choosing approved or highly accredited materials for specific topics.
As opposed to this, a disadvantage would be whether or not the cost is worth it. Lancaster, F.W., (1977) suggests that the limited availability of resources, such as legal materials, may lead to accessibility issues, as not everyone can access them due to limited availability in book shops, public access facilities, and libraries. 

An advantage of electronic research could also be the disability access that provides tools such as zoom in, make text bigger and read aloud sources. Inclusive methods and disability access research tools enable individuals to showcase their skills and challenge stereotypes, thereby promoting inclusivity and accessibility in research, Carter, E.W. and Kennedy, C.H., P.284, (2006). Online material is enhancing accessibility for individuals with disabilities and promoting equality in the legal career field.
On the other hand, a disadvantage is the range of disability-inclusive research is vast and progressive, but not definitive, and not all websites provide equality-based research, Carter, E.W. and Kennedy, C.H., P.284, (2006). For instance, older law journals may not provide zoom-in functions and the writing style is difficult to see.

Non-electronic advantages to this accessibility function would be peer support, help with accessibility issues, and one-to-one guidance if struggling with resources. According to Kennedy, C.H., P.288, (2006), peer-mediated approaches have been utilized for years to enhance learning outcomes and social interactions among students with and without disabilities, especially those with significant disabilities. Therefore, Secondary or university law students can receive support to meet their needs, such as sign language interpreters, ensuring they are not disadvantaged.
However, a downside to this would be visual impairments or other disabilities can affect independence in learning environments. Under research, a  dependence on adult-delivered, one-on-one support may unintentionally prevent children or adults from participating in all academic, social, and other learning opportunities.  Kennedy, C.H., P.284, (2006), says students' independence and confidence in legal opportunities foster growth, but relying on peer-assisted help can hinder their success in independent legal research or other activities.

Electronic research offers sustainability benefits as it eliminates book waste and recycling as all content is stored online. Electronic devices like phones and computers are a renewable resource due to their reuse, Moodie, A. (2014). Electronic devices, when properly cared for, can last multiple years, reducing waste by reusing items for research, rather than discarding paper notes when no longer useful.
In contrast to this, our digital actions build up in terms of our footprint. According to one study, sending emails generates 135kg (298lbs) CO2e (i.e., carbon dioxide equivalent) per year for a typical business user albeit in the pre-Covid-19 time, Kennedy, C.H., P.284, (2006).

A non-electronic advantage is that books can be donated and used repeatedly such as in charity shops, or sold online. Moodie, A. (2014) states that more than 65% of paper in the US was recycled in 2012, making paper the nation's most recyclable commodity.
However, the down-side to this is the printing wastage and recycling issues, because Paper manufacture causes widespread deforestation and considerably contributes to greenhouse gas emissions.” Moodie, A. (2014)
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