OFFICIAL SWYDDOGOL

Examples of ‘Gold Model’ Explanations of Reasonable Grounds


Officers attended a Dwelling Burglary whereby a witness stated that the suspect had just left the scene and had made off in the direction of the town centre. The suspect was described as a male, wearing all dark clothing with possible a beanie hat on or a hood up. An area search was conducted and the subject was located within the immediate area of the incident – approximately 3 streets away from where the incident occurred. The subject was matching the description passed by the witness – was wearing all dark clothing and had their hood up. There were no other persons present in the vicinity and the subject appeared to be out of breath, as though they had been running. On stop and account, the subject refused to engage with officers. As a result of the subjects location, description and lack of cooperation, officers suspected that the subject could be the suspect for the burglary. Officers were aware that money had been stolen during the burglary and therefore stolen money was the object of the search.
5 minutes before calling, the RP was standing outside the corner shop where they witnessed a male placing what appeared to be a large kitchen style knife into the waistband of his tracksuit bottoms. The male was described as white, approximately 14-16 years old, wearing black tracksuit bottoms, white t-shirt and a red baseball cap. Whilst conducting an immediate area search, officers located a male walking down a street approx. 50 m from the corner shop. The male was matching the exact description as that passed by the witness. Suspecting this to be the same male due to the description/location, officers stopped the male in order to search for any knife/weapon.
Shift briefing advised that over the last few weeks there has been an increase in reports of TFMV in the area. When conducting targeted patrols at 2am, the subject was sighted on a residential street with their hood up, carrying a backpack. Officers witnessed the subject to stop and look through the window of a parked vehicle, while trying the door handle. On sighting officers, the subject made off and was stopped a short distance away on the next street by the same officers. On stop and account- the subject refused to account for his presence at the location, where he had been or where he was going and was being very obstructive. The subject appeared to keep moving something around in his hoodie pocket, as though he was trying to keep an item concealed. Due to the location, time of night, the lack of engagement by the subject, the subjects unusual behaviour and what officers had witnessed, officers suspected that the subject may be in possession of items to assist with a theft. Officers searched the subject for items relating to going equipped.

While conducting patrols identified by up to date business intelligence as an area where increased drug usage is occurring, the subject was seen to discard what appeared to be a joint from officers professional experience and opinion. On stop/account – the subject appeared to be intoxicated, their eyes were glazed and they smelt strongly of cannabis. When questioned, the subject stated that they were a regular cannabis user and consumed approximately 10 joints a day. When asked when they last purchased cannabis they were reluctant to answer, stating that they could not remember. At this time, the subject placed his right hand in his jacket pocket and attempted to walk away from officers. Officers suspected that even though it was likely that the subject hadn’t long consumed cannabis due to their demeanour and smell, it was likely that they would still be in possession of more cannabis. This was due to the fact that they had admitted to smoking 10 joints a day and were being elusive as to when they last purchased cannabis. Officers suspected that it would be likely that they would be in possession of further joints able to suffice their addiction throughout the day. Subject was searched under S23 for cannabis.
As a result of a shift briefing today, intelligence from the last week suggested that local drug dealers are using secluded alleyways with no CCTV in the area as their preferred location to deal. Officers have seen the subject approach another person on the street, where they have engaged in a very brief conversation before disappearing down the alleyway. After a short time, both re-appeared where the subject was observed to look around before placing a small packet in his trouser pocket. The other subject walked off in the opposite direction however this subject walked towards officers. On stop/account – the subject appeared to be flustered and was very obstructive with their responses – refusing to account for their presence or their actions at the location, particularly while down the alleyway. The subject appeared nervous and kept touching their trouser pocket, not wanting to look at officers directly. Officers asked the subject whether they had any items on them they shouldn’t, to which the subject made no response. Owing to the location, the officers observations, the subjects behaviour and the subjects lack of engagement, officers suspected the subject to have in their possession a controlled substance. Subject detained under S23 and searched for drugs.

SN3514                                                                           V1.0
May 2023

