Multilingualism and Bilingualism ECEY4004 2307162.
Welcome, my name is Amy Williams, student number 2307162 and the course title is ECEY4004. During this presentation, I will firstly be discussing the benefits of multilingualism and bilingualism, and how settings can support it, I will be referring to my recorded activity, where I spoke in English and Welsh, Using simple Welsh words and greetings. Tozan Issa and Hatt (2013) suggest that practitioners need to facilitate bilingual learners, and that simply using common phrases and greetings is important. According to Baker (2021), research shows that bilingual children have an advantage in metalinguistic awareness and have abilities and particular ways of switching back and forth between languages, which enhances their linguistic skills. These skills help children with anxieties in environments where languages other than their mother tongue are present, this can positively impact their social and emotional development. However, according to Baker and Wright (2021.). we can determine that being bilingual can have different meanings to others and defining it can sometimes be seen as a problem. For instance, a child may only read in Welsh and not yet have mastered the oral aspect of the language and defining it is based on the measurement and categorization of individuals. In my activity, I have read out and shown Welsh words to support several aspects of bilingualism. 
  Powys County Council (2024.) expresses that bilingual children find it easier to learn a third language and are more aware of unfamiliar cultures. They can have social flexibility, and the cultural benefits are positive, as they are seen to show less racism and prejudice, and furthermore, more tolerance. Children who learn in more than one language can think more creatively, perform better in IQ tests, achieve better results, and gain greater job opportunities. According to the Welsh government (2024) the new curriculum for Wales (2022) should provide plenty of opportunities for children to learn individual and multiple languages. The focus on culture should benefit children in feeling a sense of belonging and having a voice in society. The new curriculum for Wales states that this area of learning will shape lives and have a significant impact on a child's health and wellbeing.
According to the Department of Education (2023), to enable children with EAL (English as an Additional Language) to achieve the best outcomes, settings should use the English language in as many contexts as possible.
 Children will start to speak English as well as other languages in several ways; therefore, it is important that children with EAL have the opportunity and right to speak their home language in settings. As cited by Bristol council (2018) Dixon stated  settings  can enable this by  creating a community within the setting inviting children's home languages, this will provide the other children with an insight into the child's culture, Bristol council (2018) express that learners learn more when they are able to use their home languages, practitioners should provide books, songs and visual aids as this may  encourage the child to participate and feel their home language is valued,  This supports UNRC Articles 7, 8, and 30. UNICEF (1989) expresses that a child has the right to an identity that the government must respect and protect, and that a child has the right to use and learn their own language.
 Blog (2021) expresses that the scaffolding theory, which was originally introduced in 1970 by Jerome Bruner, will support students with language in a learning environment, The Bell foundation (2024) use bruners work and embrace scaffolding into their eal frameworks. As seen in my recorded activity, speaking slowly and clearly with props and visual aids can benefit children with EAL/WAL. Using real-life experiences during play allows the child to hear English spoken in contexts.
 According to Drury (2007), one should create an extension of home for children, as this will help develop early bilingual child's formation of self. According to Huntington (2023), we can determine that Maslow's hierarchy of needs shows, from each level, that using a child's home language and celebrating their culture can support a child to feel safe and secure, feel loved and belonged, develop their self-esteem, and allow the child to express who they are.
Welsh Government (2015) stated that by 2050, their aim is to have one million Welsh speakers in Wales. Their policy focuses on inspiring children and young people to speak Welsh, supporting Welsh speakers to use Welsh within their families, as well as encouraging the Welsh language within families where not every member speaks Welsh. Additionally, the policy aims to assist those who are not confident Welsh speakers in gaining skills and practicing within their families, as seen in my recorded activity i practised Welsh in a setting which can have positive benefits that support the Welsh culture and could potentially encourage the use of the language at home.  
I will next be discussing divergent thinking and brain development; as Storme et al. (2017) stated divergent thinking is a process that allows an individual to produce as many ideas as possible to a given task or problem, there are four types of divergent thinking skills, fluency, flexibility, elaboration, and originality. 
According to Bai et al. (2023)., research showed that creativity develops through early childhood, however the studies show that divergent thinking decreases as a child progresses to adulthood. Booton et al. (2021) determines that researchers have identified that there are several benefits to bilingualism that it said to go beyond the use of language and infact helps develop a large range of cognitive skills in adults, which can be memory and metacognition skills however, there is research  that shows  there was no  difference between monolingual and bilingual children when completing divergent thinking tasks during a recent study. Play in children can facilitate divergent thinking, Waterford (2020) express that divergent thinking during play can offer creativeness and initiative, flexibility and problem-solving. Pretend play is one example that can help children be better divergent thinkers as they are using their originality to think up ideas from those of most other people, moreover stories can encourage the use of divergent thinking as seen in my recorded activity with the use of open-ended questions and prompts.

There are several links between bilingualism/multilingualism and brain development. As Dreifus (2011) cited, Dr. Ellen Bialystok (1976) conducted several research studies into the positive impacts of bilingualism on brain development. Her findings indicate that language increases the size of the Wernicke's area of the brain, allowing for improved language production and processing. Bilinguals also exhibit increased connectivity to this specific area. Bilingualism enables the brain to process auditory information and supports bilingual children in developing enhanced phonological awareness. This enhancement extends to another area of the brain called the Broca's area, which appears to have significantly more grey matter compared to those found in monolingual individuals furthermore Li, Legault and Litcofsky (2014) determine that through research it is evident that neuroplasticity occurs in the brain when an individual has the experience with a second language. Furthermore, according to Anderson et al. (2020) evidence suggests that bilingualism may contribute to cognitive reserve, which suggests the delay of Alzheimer's disease and strokes in adults.  
According to Stanbrough (2019), Chomsky's theory was developed throughout the 1950’s and 1960’s and was known as "universal grammar." Chomsky posited that all individuals are born with an innate understanding of language mechanics. He argued that children inherently grasp the correct structure of sentences without explicit instruction. Chomsky's theory emphasizes the existence of a language faculty in the brain solely responsible for language acquisition,
 However, according to Moore (2011.), Vygotsky believed that children learn language through social interaction and direct experiences. He emphasized the importance of collaborative dialogue as the primary means through which children acquire language skills.
In conclusion, it is evident that incorporating basic Welsh words and phrases in educational settings can potentially have a positive impact on children and their future. This practice not only contributes to celebrating Welsh culture but also aligns with the goals of the Cymraeg 2050 project. Additionally, the benefits of bilingualism and multilingualism are vast, encompassing significant impacts on individuals' brain development, as well as their social and emotional well-being.
Respecting and celebrating a child's home language within educational settings significantly contributes to their sense of inclusivity and overall well-being. Therefore, embracing linguistic diversity in educational environments is essential for promoting positive outcomes for all children.



I would like to thank you for taking the time to listen, dioch !!
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