In 200 words write the storytellers story. In 300 words explain, using appropriate evidence, whether the story supports or subverts Athenian mores.






Odysseus encountered the Sirens upon leaving Circe’s island, following the directions she gave. This lead him through the sea between two sea monsters, Scylla and Charybdis, directly after escaping the Sirens. 

The only ship to ever make it past the Sirens with her crew intact was Jason’s Argo, due to Hera’s love and protection of him. 

Circe warned them of the island of two sirens, and advised them to avoid them. She said that only Odysseus could hear the song of the Sirens, so ordered his men to tie him to the mask of the ship tightly while they placed wax in their are to block out the sound. He told his crew they were not to untie him, no matter his begging. 

When he did beg for released during the beautiful Sirens song, his men only tightened his binds and rode faster until they passed out of earshot of the song.

After passing the Sirens, they encountered the sea monsters, and six of Odysseus’ men were lost to Scylla. 

It is believed by some that the sirens are fated to death, as a man had lived beyond hearing their bewitching song.

So ends the tale of Odysseus and the Sirens.





















This essay discusses the above story of Odysseus and the Sirens and examines whether Athenian mores are supported or subverted by it. The Sirens go against Athenian mores, while the moral of listening to the gods supports them.

The sirens in the Odyssey lure men to their untimely deaths by entrancing them via song[footnoteRef:1]. The Sirens were used as a metaphor for oversexed women in Athens, showing that it should be avoided. One such example is of Neaira, accused of prostitution[footnoteRef:2] which was illegal. The Sirens themselves therefore subvert Athenian mores as they show unmarried women in a sexual way, much like prostitution. Women were meant to be submissive and modest, according to Pomeroy[footnoteRef:3], in contrast to what the Sirens represent. [1:  Hom. Od. 12. Trans. Butler, S. and Power, T. and Nagy, G. (1990) London.]  [2:  Dem. 59 26. Against Neaira. trans. DeWitt, N. 1949. London: William Heinemann Ltd.]  [3:  Pomeroy, S. (1994) Goddesses, Whores, Wives and Slaves: Women in Classical Antiquity. p.94. London: Pimlico.] 


In Aristophanes works, women were often shown as promiscuous, according to Haley[footnoteRef:4]. Much of Aristophanes work could be hyperbole or inaccurate for effect as he was aiming at a male audience, therefore does not show an accurate representation of the time. [4:  Haley, H. (1890) The Social and Domestic Position of Women in Aristophanes. Harvard Studies in Classical Philology, Vol. 1 (1890), p.161] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The story of the Sirens supports Athenian mores as it portrays Sirens as villainous as they represent overtly  sexual women. The story says that Sirens (sexual women) are to be avoided as they are perilous.
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