

CONTENT versus STRUCTURE words

[bookmark: _GoBack]CONTENT words are the ones that provide the meaning of a sentence. STRUCTURE words are the rest of the words in the same sentence and these provide the correct grammar. In the following simple sentence the content words are highlighted in red and the structure words are highlighted in blue:-

The cat sat on the mat
From cat/sat/mat, we can easily create the above simple sentence.
There are many advantages to this concept. First and foremost, when we are listening to someone talking we can ignore the structure words and focus on the content ones. Native English speakers do this all the time even though they have the ability to process every single word in real-time. This processing is tiring so they simply edit out the unnecessary language and focus on the content words. It makes life a lot easier, especially when in a crowded and noisy environment such as a bar or restaurant.
As an international student, try to train yourself to focus on the content words when listening to a video, e.g. BBC bite-size. You can always check your list of content words by switching on the subtitles.
Look at the following lists of typical structure and content words:-	
	
	Structure words (articles, pronouns, prepositions, the verb form “be”, determiners)
	Content words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs)

	
	

	The, be, of, and, a, to, in, he, it, that, 
	Beautiful, cat, sat, mat

	for, they, I, with, as, on, at, these, 
	Large, dog, watched, cat

	These, she, we, us, our, you, your,
	Computer, needs, repair

	His, hers, her, my, mine, was, are, 
	e-mail, sent, yesterday

	 
	John, lives, Swansea

	
	Jayne, works, London

	
	





Thus, we can create sentences as follows:-
The beautiful cat sat on the mat
The large dog watched the cat 
My computer needs to be repaired
The e-mail was sent yesterday
John lives in Swansea
Jayne works in London
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