



Criminal behaviour has been subject to much debate and study amongst researchers as they try to find a definitive answer as to whether criminal behaviour is innate or shaped by the environment surrounding an individual. In this supporting paper we will explore the perspective that criminal behaviour is shaped by the individuals around a person, the viewpoint presented in this paper will assert that whilst biological and genetic influences may play a role, the environment surrounding an individual and their upbringing is the main determining factor in whether a person will become a criminal or not.
Understanding human behaviour is a crucial, factor in being able to determine whether criminal behaviour is innate or environmental as being able to understand the frame of mind of a criminal before during and after the crime is imperative in speaking to that individuals frame of mind. The frame of mind is so important as the motivations of the individual to do what they do can help lead to a conclusion to the argument of if criminal behaviour is innate or shaped by the environment.
The first theory that was discussed in the presentation was labelling theory which was made popular by Howard Becker in the 1960s across America, however the widely accepted original contributors of this theory were Emile Durkheim and Frank Tannenbaum respectively (Ntara,2021). Labelling theory is a sociological theory that suggests that behaviour and in the context of our question “is criminal behaviour innate or shaped by environment?” is shaped by the labels and stigmas that are place upon individual by society. This theory argues that when an individual is labelled as a criminal or a degenerate it can lead to that individual living up to the labels and stigmas placed upon them by society. This theory uses two forms of deviance which refer to the initial act of breaking the law, this is the primary deviance and the secondary deviance being the resulting action from society (Health knowledge, no date). The second act of deviance is much more important because the labels that are placed on an individual cam alter a person’s mental state and cause change that otherwise would not have occurred if those labels had not been used. 
An example of how labelling theory can affect someone would be so that if an individual had been caught committing a crime such as shoplifting, they can be branded with labels like “delinquent” or “criminal” they can face an increase in social control via regular searches, curfews and mandatory meetings with a probation officer. This increase in control can lead them to ostracised from society and their peers causing people to view them in a bad light and not want to associated with them even causing them to cross the street to avoid being around them for example due to their reputation (Ntara , 2021).However despite this labelling theory does have its flaws and has been criticized for various limitations for example this theory tends to downplay the motivations of the individual when first committing the offences, this failure to explain primary deviance is one of the main reason people point to when criticizing labelling theory (office of justice programs, no date). Similar to this labelling is also criticised for its deterministic outlook as it says that when a label is placed on someone that the label becomes self-fulfilling and fails to identify any other possible contributors to cause that individual to commit further crimes such as if they are stealing for food to eat.
The second theory and final theory that was discussed in the presentation was opportunity theory, opportunity theory was developed by criminologists Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin in the 1960s after they studied the effects of opportunity on young peoples life choices (pressbooks.pub, no date). Opportunity theory is the theory that crime occurs when three critical factors converge, these are a motivated offender, a suitable target and a lack of capable guardianship (Doc McKee, 2023). This theory emphasises that every decision is based on a benefit/loss ratio and the role that the physical and social environment can have on influencing criminal behaviour. A great example of this would be in an environment with little to no surveillance which would be the capable guardianship and a good number of suitable targets like an unlocked car which creates more opportunity for crime to occur as the benefits would far outweigh any possible consequences. This theory is able to recognise that a lot of crime stems from the impulse decision of an easy target with few risks can even influence a non-motivated offender. However, despite this opportunity theory also has shortcomings as this theory neglects various factors that could also lead to an individual committing a crime. One example of this would be that this theory does not take into account any premeditating factors that could lead someone to commit a crime such as if they are living in poverty or unemployed which means that they could be committing that crime out of necessity instead of it being a good opportunity. 
In conclusion this paper supports the point of view that criminal behaviour is shaped by the environment surrounding individuals during their life. As stated within this paper there are numerous theories that can support this point of view with labelling theory and opportunity theory as a small insight. Despite this the answer to the question is criminal behaviour innate or shaped by environment is still widely debated due to the shortcomings of the theories mentioned and other research to point to the contrary as of what was discussed.
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