	
	
	



[image: ]A photograph of myself during the excavation of the burnt wooden floorboards of the understage pit of the theatre. A marquee was erected to protect the area from the weather. The yellow tags mark out the grid references. (T Lawrence, 2023).

[image: ]A photograph of preserved paper from the music books discovered during excavation. The books often had the music visible or just the contents page. One book even had the front cover still preserved allowing us to identify it precisely (T Lawrence, 2023).

[image: A person holding a bottle

Description automatically generated][image: ]Photograph of myself discovering a beer bottle during the excavation of the understage pit of the theatre. The brewery is extremely local and less than a mile away from the theatre’s location (T Lawrence, 2023).

A photograph of one of the most unique finds from the excavation. This porcelain cover is from a ‘string resin’ which musicians would use for their instruments. It was discovered in the same area as the violin itself and was most likely from the case. The clear description allowed us to locate the original adverts for it, as well as some reviews of the product! (T Lawrence, 2023).
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[image: ][image: ]During my micro-excavation of the music books inside our office, I worked through the burnt material of the area. Within it I found gaming pieces, including draughts (embossed with crown symbols) and chess pieces including these heads of these knights (T Lawrence, 2023).
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A photograph of the micro-excavation in progress. The work also found bits of fabric, copper electrical equipment and lights, music paper, glass, and fragments from the multiple chandeliers within the auditorium (T Lawrence, 2023).

[image: A poster and a piece of paper

Description automatically generated]A photograph of the display boards at our open days for the site. They were free to attend and completely sold out online. Many people commented on the personal nature of the items, and we had a diverse audience including local theatre volunteers, actors, musicians and technicians (T Lawrence, 2023).
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