Discuss, what makes a civilisation.
Use Childe’s characteristics of complex societies (Trigger. Defining Early Civilisations, 43), discuss at least one of them by giving examples from your chosen culture (Ancient Rome).

‘Childe attempted to distinguish the earliest cities, and by implication early civilisations’ (Trigger, 2007) such as Ancient Rome and the Roman empire. Childe’s characteristics are in some ways inaccurate and outdated, reflecting the time in which he was writing but they still hold a basis of truth as they were routed in historic knowledge and understanding. Monumental architecture and monumental art are both found throughout the Roman world but that does not mean they are accurate as characteristics specifically of complex societies. Their existence in a well-known ancient civilisation does not mean they would not occur in more basic societies either ancient or modern.  
Childe identifies ‘monumental art’ (Trigger, 2007) as a key indicator of a complex society. Monumental art is widespread across the ancient world as well as being abundant across the Ancient Roman empire. Art is a common way of displaying wealth, faith and hierarchy and this can be clearly seen in Rome where many of the monuments and statues are of the Gods, the nobility or the emperors. Statues were indicators of wealth and established your position in society clearly, defining an upper class visually as well as orally. This increases their influence as their wealth and power was illustrated throughout the cities, reminding the lower classes of their place and reminding their own not to cross them. This symbolism would have helped to stabilise the society meaning it could function better as there were clear leaders and advisors who would lead the civilisation and create the rules and laws they were to follow. ‘Some contemporaries at least were very much aware of the proliferation of statues in the city, which had (negative) moral as well as political connotations. Yet for those who benefited directly from the erection of statues, their prominence – literally their celebrity – was of huge significance.’ (Stewart, 2003). The statues and monumental artworks did have negatives and did not always work to control the society but also existed from a purely aesthetic point of view but even the aesthetic pieces have an aspect of monumentality to them meaning they had a dual importance for their owners and those who looked upon the pieces. 
One of Childe’s characteristics of a complex society was ‘monumental architecture’ (Trigger, 2007), this architecture can be found all over the Ancient Roman world both in Rome and its broad empire. In the Roman world architecture was a key way of displaying wealth and displaying their connection to their Gods and their beliefs. This meant monumental architecture in a public sense was of some importance; ‘But if private architecture is recognised as a vehicle of individual patrons in their search for personal fame, the term ‘monumentality’ is perhaps even more relevant to the public buildings which were often erected in Roman cities at the expense of individual citizens’ (Thomas, 2007). Monumental architecture worked to separate the wealthy and the poor in the Roman world highlighting it as a major influence on daily life, keeping people clearly in their places. This signifies monumental architecture as a sign of a complex society such as Ancient Rome due to it having a clear usage and illustrating who held authority and wealth within the society. The indication of a hierarchy is key within the modern view of a complex society as order and organisation are imperative to a functioning and long-lasting society. 
Overall, Childe’s characteristics of complex societies can be applied to the ancient civilisation of Rome but may not be applied to all complex societies. Childe was writing at a time when the general view was that only certain types of societies can be seen as complex, however there is no specific framework that works for every country and culture. The previously discussed characteristics should not be perceived as exact ways of identifying complex societies due to their being many other characteristics much more influential in the identification of complex societies.  
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